
Being Church Together in the United Benefice  

of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham  

Sunday 3rd July 2022 
 

From the Revd Jane Isaac                                                                                          
Greetings from the ministry team to everyone. Whether you come to church 
once a week, once in a while or once in a lifetime – welcome to the weekly 
eBulletin. 
 

First of all… this Sunday in the United Benefice: 3rd July, The Feast of St 
Thomas the Apostle and Trinity 3 
 
St Nicholas Church, Wickham –  
10.00am: Being Church Together: Communion with hymns and sermon and 
the opportunity to hear the choir sing a new Mass setting by Joanna Forbes Le 
Strange – and for us to try it out too!  There’s a very readable introduction to 
the composer and her work at https://www.joannaforbeslestrange.com/ 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of St 

Thomas the Apostle.  Poor Thomas!  Famous 

for asking awkward questions about the 

resurrection, he made one remark and has 

been branded ‘Doubting Thomas’ ever since. 

But although Thomas doubted, he also 

believed, making what I’ve heard described as 

‘the most explicit statement of faith in the 

New Testament: ‘My Lord and my God!’  Sunday’s sermon will reflect on 

Jesus’s reassurance to Thomas and to millions of Christians ever since: ‘Have 

you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and have believed.’ (John 20.29). 
 

Services next Sunday, 10th July (Trinity 4): 8.00am – Holy Communion 

(traditional language) at St John the Baptist Church, Shedfield; 10.00am – Being 

Church Together: The Sunday Service (a less formal service, accompanied by 

the music group) at St John the Baptist Church Shedfield; 6.00pm – Sung 

Evensong (with congregational hymns) at St Nicholas Church, Wickham. 

 

Revd Ruth’s traditional services of Morning Prayer and Prayer During the Day 

are always available online via the church websites for use at home. 

https://www.joannaforbeslestrange.com/


Portsmouth Cathedral on BBC radio 
Portsmouth Cathedral choirs will be 
broadcasting two radio programmes this 
coming week. You can tune in on 
Wednesday to BBC Radio 3 Choral 
Evensong at 4pm (repeated on Sunday at 
3.00pm), and then on July 10th (Sea 
Sunday) the Sunday Morning Service 
comes from Portsmouth Cathedral at 
8.10am with the sermon from The Chaplain 
of The Fleet, Ven Andrew Hillier. 

 
Many of you will remember the Revd Canon Alan 
Wilkinson, formerly Canon Theologian at Portsmouth 
Cathedral, regular contributor to the Church Times and 
spiritual director to countless priests and lay ministers over 
many years.  Sadly Alan died last week, aged 92: his family 
warmly invite you to join them at his funeral in Chichester 
Cathedral on Monday 11th July (11.00am). 

 
Ordinations, 2022 
It’s the time of year for ordinations, and on Saturday 2nd July the Bishop of 
Portsmouth will ordain deacons and priests at the Cathedral.  Bishop Jonathan 
has asked us to remember all of them in our prayers as they make their 
ordination vows.  You can find out more about ordination and the ordination 
services at Diocese of Portsmouth - Events (anglican.org). 
 

Anna Chaplaincy 
Bishop Jonathan is making care for older people one of 
his priorities, and is aiming to create a network of 
Anna Chaplains across the diocese.  The Revd 
Samantha Martell is a member of the strategy group 
set up by Bishop Jonathan to launch Anna Chaplaincy 
in the diocese. 
 

The Cathedral choirs recording  
Choral Evensong 

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/events/2022/07/02/ordination-deacons/


Anna Chaplains are named after the widow, 
Anna, who appears with Simeon in Luke’s 
gospel; both are good role models of faithful 
older people.  Debbie Thrower, Anna 
Chaplaincy founder, writes: ‘Anna Chaplains are 
there for people of strong, little or no faith at 
all.  Our vision is to see an Anna Chaplain in 

every small- and medium-sized community in the country, and for the Anna 
Chaplain name to become synonymous with spiritual care for older people.’ 
Interested or intrigued?  Find out more at 
https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/anna-chaplaincy/ along with a video 
featuring Anna Chaplaincy founder Debbie Thrower.  Revd Jane would be 
delighted to have a chat after church on Sunday if you’d like to explore the 
idea of training to becoming an Anna Chaplain or an Anna Friend. 
 
Water for Life: Hampshire Water Transfer and 
Water Recycling Project  Southern Water wants 
to hear our views on plans for new sustainable 
water sources to protect Hampshire’s chalk 
streams and maintain water supplies.  The 
intention is ‘to take less water from the sensitive chalk streams of the River 
Test and River Itchen during a drought, whilst keeping taps running and toilets 
flushing.’  A six-week consultation launches on 5th July and will run until 16th 
August (find out more at https://www.southernwater.co.uk/our-story/water-
for-life-hampshire/consultations) and will include drop-in sessions on 9th July at 
Bishop Waltham’s Jubilee Hall (10.00am–4.00pm) and at Wickham Community 
Centre on 15th July (2.00pm–8.00pm). 
 

And finally…  Sunday pudding on St Thomas’s Day? 

Traditionally, on 3rd July 
farmers would give 
puddings made from 
wheat from the harvest 
to their farmworkers, 
boiling wheat down until 
soft, then adding milk, 
honey and spices. Very 
similar to how rice 

pudding is made today, though it doesn’t sound quite so ambrosial to me! 

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/anna-chaplaincy/
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/our-story/water-for-life-hampshire/consultations
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/our-story/water-for-life-hampshire/consultations


Here’s a favourite Mary Berry recipe for a rice pudding which can go into the 
oven when you leave for church and should be ready by lunchtime!  You’ll 
need: 
75g (3oz) pudding rice 
900ml (1½ pints) full-fat milk (for the best flavour, but semi-skimmed is fine) 
1 heaped tbsp caster sugar 
½ tsp nutmeg 
1.6-litre (2¾-pint) wide-based ovenproof dish, well greased with butter 
 
Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 160°C/140°C fan/Gas 3. 
2. Tip the rice into the greased dish.  Heat the milk in a saucepan and pour 
over the rice, then add the sugar and stir to combine.  
3. Bake in the oven for about 30 minutes.  Stir gently and sprinkle with a 
dusting of nutmeg.  Continue cooking for a further 1¼–1½ hours until a 
golden skin has formed on top and the rice is soft and tender underneath. 
Serve hot (with cream!) 
4. Have a long afternoon nap! 

 
With the assurance of our prayers and best wishes 

Jane and Ruth                                                                                                                                                               


