The History of

St John the Baptist
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by

Grace Emery
(Updated July 2018)

Welcome to our parish church of St. John the
Baptist, Shedfield. We hope that you will find this
little book interesting, whether you are visiting the
church for the first time or come here often.
Like many books of this kind, it contains much information about the church building and less about
the people of the church, except insofar as their
ideas, gifts and memorials contribute to the beauty and interest of the church.
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THE PARISH IN ANCIENT TIMES
The Parish of Shedfield is made up of the villages of
Shedfield, Shirrell Heath and Waltham Chase. In ancient
times Shedfield was a tithing in the manor and parish of
Droxford. This meant that most people had a considerable
walk before them when they set out for their parish church.
It is true, however, judging from Parish Registers, that a
sizeable minority went to Wickham or Bishop's Waltham.
CHAPEL-OF-EASE
It is not surprising, therefore, that when, in July 1828, the
Bishop of Winchester granted a piece of common land to the
Reverend William Garnier, Rector of Droxford, so that a
chapel-of-ease could be built on it, the manorial tenants recorded a "presentment” expressing their approval.
On 15th September of that year the "Hampshire Chronicle"
recorded that the Foundation Stone had been laid by Mrs
Garnier and commented that the chapel would be a pleasing
object on the Gosport to Winchester Road, between Wickham
and Bishop’s Waltham.
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In the following year the red brick chapel of ease was completed. It was called St. John's. It was not, however, until
1843 that Shedfield became an Ecclesiastical Parish. The new
church had cost £1,348. 0s. 0d. Initially, it would seat two
hundred and twenty people but another fifty-two seats were
added in 1834. This addition to the chapel made it cruciform.
It had a low square tower with one bell. The boards showing
the seating figures were taken from the chapel and are now
displayed in the south east porch of this Church.

SHEDFIELD CHURCH (1829-1880)
This is a photo of a painting by an anonymous artist.
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VICARAGE
Culverlands House, now, Ashley Manor Rest Rome, was bought
in 1837, at a cost of £550.0s.0d. for a Vicarage and the Vicar
walked across the Common to reach the church.
After forty odd years the church roof began to leak and at a
Vestry Meeting in 1873, Frederick Towsend Esq, of Shedfield
Lodge, proposed that, as the church was "inadequate for the
health and comfort of parishioners", a new church should be
built. This proposal was seconded by Captain Travers of The
Grange and carried by the meeting.
PLAN FOR A NEW CHURCH
A Building Committee was formed almost at once with the
Vicar, the Reverend William Bray, as Chairman. John Colson of
Hall Court was chosen as the Architect. He owned a business
in Winchester where he was a well known ecclesiastical
architect. Mr Colson drew up two sets of plans, one for a
large building and the other for a smaller one. The committee
opted for the large building. Mr. Thomas Knight of Wickham
was appointed builder.
FOUNDATION STONE
The Foundation Stone was laid by Frederick Townsend and
may be seen outside under the east window. Before this
ceremony, a new crown, a new florin, a new shilling, a new
sixpence and a new silver threepence were put in a bottle with
piece of parchment on which was written:
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May 24th, 1875. The Foundation Stone of this Church of St.
John’s was laid by Frederick Townsend.
Signed by W. Bray
Thomas Sabine Pasley (Admiral)
Augustus Phillimore (Rear Admiral)
John Colson (Architect)
Thomas Knight (Builder)
T. Reeves, T. Moore (Churchwardens)

CHURCH AS ENVISAGED BY THE ARCHITECT
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CHURCHYARD
In 1878, with the building well advanced, the Vestry were
asked to contribute from the Church Fund towards the cost
of raising the south side of the churchyard to the level of the
new church. An estimate of the cost was made as follows:
Carting 60 loads of gravel at 2/6 per load,

£7. 10s. 0d.

Cost of 60 loads of gravel at 1/6 per load,

£4. 10s. 0d.
£12 0s. 0d.

FINANCE
The original estimate was that the church could be built for
£3,000.0s. 0d. and at first the money came quickly. It soon
became obvious, however, that £3,000. 0s. 0d. would not be
enough. Mr Bray was ill, not helped by the great
responsibilities he was bearing. Canon Lee, Rural Dean,
appealed to the Deanery to support the building fund “and so
give encouragement to our friend, the Vicar who is sorely
oppressed by the burden of an unfinished church hanging over
him".
Nonetheless, when the church was consecrated on 20th
March 1880, it was unfinished because of lack of funds and
the cost had been in the region of £5,000. 0s. 0d.
THE NEW CHURCH, 1880
A reporter for `The Winchester Diocesan Calendar"
described the church as it was at the Consecration in great
detail. Some of his comments are quoted here as you may like
to use them to direct your observations.
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“The building is in the decorated style of Gothic and is
a large and beautiful church .......
………It consists of a nave, south aisle chancel and south
transept, having an entrance in the form of a priest’s
door out of the latter and a fine porch at the south
west angle.
Outside, the apexes of the different gables are
crowned by foliated crosses of stone and the steep
pitched roofs are covered in by dark tiles terminating
with red creases. The external grouping, indeed, taken
from every point of view, is particularly picturesque
and, when the tower and spire are added to give a more
decided character to the building, there will be few
churches in Hampshire of greater architectural pretensions.”
The report continued:
“Within, coloured bricks are used to good effect and a
warm tint is obtained by the judicious use of Bath
stone dressings, An arcade of four bays divides the
nave from the south aisle and on the north side is an
arcade of five similar bays. The piers carrying the
arches forming the arcades are diagonal on plan and
are of brick, having detached columns of Bath stone
running up at the four angles. The arches are also of
dog-tooth edges, taking the line of the arches. Upon
the columns rest large octagonal capitals, delicately
carved, of the decorated naturalesque type.”
It is interesting to note here that Mr Townsend was a keen
botanist. Indeed, he produced a flora in 1883. It seems likely,
therefore, that his influence is shown in the many carvings of
plant life in this church.
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To continue:
“There is a good clerestory with two windows to every bay
beneath, The east window is a four light one and of goodly
proportions and the west window is similar in size and construction. The aisles are laid with Staffordshire tiles, red and
black alternately, but within the sanctuary the tiles are encaustic. There is a recessed credence in the south side, having a slab of Devon marble supported by a carved cornice.
The chancel arch is carried by clustered and carved capitals
and this and the rest of the carved work has been carved by
Mr Hems of Exeter who, it is believed, employed Italian marble carvers. The internal fittings are of pitch pine and the
roofs are of timber, open and unvarnished. In the chancel
they are panelled and topped at each intersection by carved
bosses. That in the aisle is a lean-to one. The nave roof rests
upon vaulting shafts supported by stone corbels.”
Of these corbels twelve represent the heads of the twelve
apostles. The rest show leaves and flowers. Regrettably, it
has not been possible to find records from which to identify
the apostles.
ORGAN
In a small recess on the north side was the organ, brought in
temporarily from the old church until an organ chamber could
be built and a new organ more appropriate to the size of the
new church could be purchased.
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CARVINGS ON THE CAPITALS
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EARLY GIFTS TO THE CHURCH
Mr. Pipe, a Shedfield carpenter, skilfully made the Communion
Table and gave it. The framework is of English Oak, ornamented in the top corners of the panels by yew, worked out in
trefoils.
The brass lectern was given by the Architect, Mr. John Colson, in memory of his parents, John and Lucy, late of Hall
Court. John Colson, senior, died in June 1875.
The font was given by Mr. Townsend to the old church and
brought into the new. It is decorated by carvings of plants.
The pulpit was also given by Mr. and Mrs. Townsend and a
brass plaque near it bears the inscription:
“This pulpit is erected to the Glory of God and in pious
memory of Samuel Wilberforce, late Bishop of this Diocese (Winchester) (1869 – 1875) and of Thomas Fosberry M.A., one of his chaplains.”
The pulpit is of Caen stone, octagonal in shape, and stands in a
central shaft of the same stone. It is richly carved with a
great variety of plants which include grapes and vine leaves,
ivy berries and leaves, acorns and oak leaves, blackberries and
bramble leaves, hazel nuts and leaves, haws and hawthorn
leaves, daisies, lilies and primroses.
It is interesting to note here that Mrs Townsend was the
Founder of the Girls’ Friendly Society of which Shedfield had
the first Branch. It’s noble aim was:
“To unite for the Glory of God the girls and women of
the Empire in one fellowship of prayer and service.”
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The main oak door was given by the Reverend William Bray.
He and his family had been generous supporters of the Building Fund and this included “in the carving, the whole of the
chancel, east window (south transept) and chancel arch.”
Mr. Bray, however, did not live to see the Consecration of the
church, for he died in 1879, after several years of ill health.

SOME OF THE CARVINGS ON THE PULPIT
HEATING
The church was very efficiently heated by Gibbs’ patent highpressure water system. This was stoked with solid fuel.
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CONSECRATION DAY, 20th MARCH 1880
The church was full for the Consecration Service. This was
led by the Lord Bishop and the choir came from Titchfield
Church. The service was followed by a celebration of Holy
Communion, a large number remaining to communicate. After
the service there was a public luncheon in the Reading Room,
attended by “as many as the room would conveniently hold.”
The schoolchildren were each given a bun and an orange.
There was a public tea in the afternoon, also well attended. A
service in the evening drew a large congregation and the Reverend Stephen Bridge, Rector of Droxford, preached “an impressive discourse”. At this service the singing was led by the
newly formed local choir.

THE REV. S. BRIDGE
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ORGAN CHAMBER
Plans were soon afoot to complete the church and a north
transept, which formed an organ chamber, was dedicated on
15th October 1884:
“To the Glory of God and in memory of Thomas Sabine
Pasley, Bart., K.C.B. Admiral H.M.Fleet, as a tribute to
his public and private worth”
Admiral Pasley, who had died earlier that year, had spent his
retirement at Moorhill and had become Chairman of the Building Committee after the failing health of Mr. Bray had made
it impossible for him to continue. He was always kind and caring and, although he would have preferred a smaller church,
he worked hard for the one which was chosen.

ADMIRAL SIR THOMAS SABINE PASLEY, BART., K.C.B.
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ORGAN
A J.W.Walker & Sons of London organ was purchased the following year at a cost of £280. 0s. 0d. A lad was chosen to
pump the organ whenever it was used. The organ was overhauled in 2008 by organ builders Griffiths & Cooper.
The new Vicar, who came in 1884, the Reverend A.B. Alexander, was not in favour of adding the north aisle. He felt that
the church would already seat over a third of the population
and that to add another two hundred seats was undesirable,
so he declined “on conscientious grounds” to sit on the committee which was working for the addition of the extra aisle.
He did, however, contribute very generously towards the cost
of building the new Vicarage.
CHURCH LIGHTING
The church was lit by oil lamps and a brass plaque on the west
wall records that the west corona and six lamps were put up in
1890, in memory of Susan Gay, by her two daughters. This
lighting was used until 1935 when electricity was installed.
The present lighting scheme with eight hanging nave lanterns
was installed in 2007 at a cost of £34,300.

INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH AFTER 1906
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THE TOWER
For seven years the church had neither tower nor spire, for
the necessary money was not forthcoming. However, in 1887,
Mrs Franklin of Shedfield Lodge gave the money for a tower
to be built in memory of her husband, H.W. Franklin Esq. The
spire, which the architect had envisaged, was never built.
THE CLOCK
When the tower had been completed, parishioners were able
to go ahead with a long cherished wish to install a clock as a
memorial to The Reverend William Bray. It had been hoped
that it would have been possible to have had three dials but
there was insufficient money. Nonetheless, when the clock
was placed in position on 19th March 1891, it was, according to
a Parish Magazine report, welcomed by about three hundred
people. The clock dial, measuring four feet five inches in diameter was judged to be “second to none in the neighbourhood”. In those days when most of the male population worked
on the land, the church clock striking the hours was heard by
many of them.
The dedication service on 1st April 1891 was bright and choral.
Afterwards Mrs. Alexander entertained about fifty of her
friends to tea at the Vicarage. Seventy other parishioners
enjoyed “a capital tea” at 6d per head, in the school, when the
health of the clock was enthusiastically drunk – in tea!
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THE BELLS
Mrs. Franklyn then gave six bells to give purpose to the tower. The tenor bell weighs 12 cwts. 3qtrs. 6lbs. The bells are
inscribed:
We Praise Thee; We Bless Thee; We Worship Thee;
We Glorify Thee; We Give Thanks to Thee; and
O Lord God
They were cast by Taylor and Company of Loughborough. The
bell from the old church was then sold for £7. 0s. 0d. Mrs
Franklyn had decided to give a chiming apparatus with the
bells. The money from the old bell went into the fund and
Mrs. Franklyn paid the balance. These generous gifts were
generally welcomed although the tower is sometimes criticised for not being in proportion to the rest of the building.
This is probably because the spire was never built.
NORTH AISLE
It was not until 1895 that the north aisle was finished and it
was then said that seventy-six seats had been added, a much
smaller number than that estimated by Mr. Alexander in
1892. Mrs. Franklyn gave the very pretty little porch, which
looked particularly attractive when decorated at festivals.
In the following year, 1896, a stained glass window made by
Hardman, was given as a second memorial to the Reverend
William Bray, who had served this parish for twenty years,
first as a perpetual curate and later, when Shedfield became
an ecclesiastical parish, as Vicar.
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THE REVEREND WILLIAM BRAY
WILLIAM BRAY WINDOW
Speaking at the service for the dedication of the window, the
Reverend A.B. Alexander said,
“ It seems especially appropriate that in this finished
church, which had its beginning by the help of his devotion, something should be placed which will keep his
memory alive. Did he but know – and probably he does –
the subject chosen for our memorial, it would surely
give him pleasure that the Great Shepherd of the
sheep is held up to our love and devotion, Whom he for
so long and with such unaffected earnestness worked
for and loved …..”
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THE WILLIAM BRAY WINDOW
SIR AUGUSTUS PHILLIMORE
In 1898 the East Window was given in memory of Sir
Augustus Phillimore of Shedfield House who had died
the previous year. He had been a member of the Building Committee, a Churchwarden from 1887-1894, a
member of the School Committee and a Parish Councillor. Mr. Alexander wrote of him,
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“Admiral Sir Augustus Phillimore, K.C.B., has
been taken from us and is with no ordinary sorrow that the news will have been received by us
all, for he was thoroughly interested in everything connected with Shedfield and his consistent and earnest character has won universal
respect, esteem and affection”.

ADMIRAL SIR AUGUSTUS PHILLIMORE
THE EAST WINDOW
This was made by Messrs, Heaton, Butler and Bayne of Covent
Garden. An account in a contemporary Parish Magazine described it thus:
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“It represents the beginning and end of our Lord’s
early life, the Annunciation, the Nativity, our
Lord’s appearance to Mary Magdalene after the
Resurrection and his farewell to the disciples at
the Ascension. The round part of the head of the
window has a representation of the Lamb, the other emblem of our Lord in Glory. The other round
lights represent an angel in adoration and an angel
in praise, while the triangular light has a picture of
the Dove, the emblem of the Holy Spirit. The colouring of the window is subdued and in good taste
and harmonious. The figures are pleasing and well
drawn and artistic. The drapery, a special feature
of this particular firm, is very beautifully designed.”
A marble plaque on the south wall also commemorates this
gentleman and his wife, Harriet Eleanor Fortescue.
THE MARBLE PAVEMENT
The marble pavement in the chancel was given in 1903 by
Mrs Franklyn, in gratitude for the safe return of her son,
Lieut. H.A. Franklyn, from the war in South Africa.

The marbles used are Cippolino and Verde Antico in the centre,
Irish Rossa and Belgian Dove in the narrow bands and White
Italian. It was dedicated by the Vicar on 15th March and a small
brass plaque nearby recorded the facts about this beautiful
gift to our church. It is reported to be similar to one installed
in Westminster Roman Catholic Cathedral between 1895 and
1910 and has been greatly admired by visiting experts.
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THE CHOIR STALLS, LITANY DESK AND FONT CANOPY
On 27th April 1905, another dedication service took place
when the Bishop of Southampton dedicated the choir stalls,
the litany desk and font canopy. The choir stalls are a memorial to Maude Emily Teesdale, then of Shirrell House (now
spelt Shirral House) and third daughter of the Reverend and
Mrs. A.B. Alexander. They were given by her relatives and her
many friends and the carvings was done by her sister, Miss
Alexander, and some members of her carving class “who
worked splendidly for several months, willingly giving their
spare time and doing their utmost to carry out to the best of
their ability the very beautiful design which was drawn up by
Mr. G.H. Kitchin of Winchester.” The design incorporated
thistles, clover, pears, acorns, grapes, lilies, figs and decorative work. A brass plaque on one of the stalls records:
The carving of these stalls was executed by:
B. Alexander
S. Fry
A. Alexander
J. Giddins
M. Alexander
F. Gladstone
F. Amor
W.H. Hayman
E. Batt
G. Hills
M. Bridge
A. House
F. Chequer
W. Long Snr.
F. Daysh
W. Long Jnr.
W. Didymus
F. Rowe
The litany desk is also a memorial to Mrs. Maude Teesdale
and, with the Prayer Book, was presented by her husband, Mr.
George Teesdale.
A paragraph in the Parish Magazine shows the grief and sympathy felt by many following her death:
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“Those who had helped but a few months before
to make her marriage so bright and joyous,
joined together in showing the sympathy they
felt for those who grieved over her early death.
Few of the large numbers who attended her funeral will ever forget that scene, marked as it
was by an inexpressible silence that was as full
of affection and it was of reverent sorrow.”
The beautiful font canopy was carved by Thomas and
Company of Winchester, and designed by Mr. Kitchin.
It was given in 1905 by the Reverend A.B. Alexander in
memory of his sister, Elizabeth Buttemer.

THE FONT CANOPY
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In the same year, Mr Alexander died after a long illness. He had
been Vicar of Shedfield since 1884.

THE REVEREND A.B. ALEXANDER
An “In Memoriam” message in the Parish Magazine said:
“His last message which strikes the key note of his life and work in
Shedfield was,
‘Love to my dear people’.
Twenty-one years is a long time in the life of a parish and those of
use who can look back to 1883 will remember that the church then
had no north aisle, tower, organ chambers, bells or clock, that the
present vicarage was not built and that the old Infant School was
standing . . . . and with all this outward progress, there has been a
marked increase of reverence and beauty in the church services,
and a moral change in the parish during the time Mr. Alexander
was with us, which everyone must feel has been largely due to the
example of his meekness, goodness, gentleness and simplicity . . .
Any many will remember him in his garden, which he loved, where
all his parishioners and friends and visitors to the Cottage Hospital
were so warmly welcomed and where, even to the last,
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the pansies that the school children especially loved
were planted for them. His people will always cherish
his memory and, in blessing God for his servant departed this life in His faith and fear, will pray to
have the grace to follow his good example”.
It should be remembered also that, for most of Mr. Alexander’s ministry there was no Parochial Church Council to
share the work and to take some responsibility for it.
THE REREDOS, 1906
In memory of this faithful servant of God, his relatives and
friends and parishioners gave the beautiful carved stone
reredos. It portrays the Crucifixion of our Lord and was
dedicated in 1906.

THE REREDOS
The Candelabra are believed to have been in our church
since 1907. In December of 1906, a paragraph in the Parish
Magazine announced that a design had been specially drawn
and that the work was to be executed by Messrs. Carpentin
and Krall, the well-known church metal workers.
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ORGAN CASE, 1909
Mrs Alexander moved to Winchester in 1905 but was not forgotten, for many parishioners wrote letters to her. She died
in 1907 and was buried with her husband in the churchyard
here. After her funeral the Reverend Leslie Knights Smith
wrote: “Of her love for Shedfield there can be no doubt but
I think Shedfield has shown her that her love was not unmarked”.
Her memorial was the carved stone organ case. Mr. Kitchin
had prepared the design and the carving was done by the
carving class led by the indefatigable Miss Alexander.
MR. GEORGE CHEQUER
Mr. George Chequer, who died in 1912, was an exceptional man.
For twenty-five years in succession he had been the People’s
Warden. He had sung in the choir for thirty-two years and
had been Captain of the Bell Ringers, Chairman of the Reading
Room Committee and a School Manager.

MR. GEORGE CHEQUER - sketched from an old photo by A.G. Emery
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The Reverend Leslie Knights Smith wrote of him:
“He was good in the truest sense of the word. We are
all the richer for his life.”
THE WHEELED BIER AND CHURCHWARDENS’ STAVES
The Parish memorial to Mr. Chequer was a wheeled bier, which
was greatly appreciated at that time and still exists. Miss Alexander has the Churchwardens’ staves as her personal memorial to him.
SANCTUARY WINDOWS
Were given for the sanctuary, one for each side. One was in
the memory of Mrs. Lucy Dorothea Marryat, late of Shedfield
Cottage and is inscribed “From her Family and Friends”. The
other was in memory of Mr. George Chequer and was given by
Mrs. Franklyn, for he had been her gardener for thirty-six
years. Both these windows have been attributed to Mrs.
Franklyn. They were designed by Heaton, Butler and Bayne
and represent the beginning and end of the world, the Creation and the Resurrection from the Dead.
Describing them, Mr. Knight-Smith wrote:
“They are very beautiful, both in colour and design.”
THE WAR MEMORIAL
During the First World War, this parish lost and mourned
thirty-five of its young men. They are commemorated by a
small shrine, planned by Mrs. Merewether of Moorhill, and
dedicated in August 1918. The dark wood used for this was
taken from part of the well-known “Britannia”, the training
ship for Naval Cadets at Dartmouth from 1869, which was at
one time commanded by Captain Merewether.
The area in from of the Memorial was carpeted and there
were low rush bottomed chairs on which those who wished
could kneel and pray for those who had died.
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ROLL OF HONOUR
These names were also entered on the Roll of Honour on the
west wall of the church with a list of those who died 19391945.
MATTHEW PHILLIMORE
One of those who died has a memorial given by his fellow officers. He was Lieutenant Matthew Phillimore who was killed
in France, at the age of twenty, in 1916.
The following extract from a letter of condolence to his parents shows what an outstanding young man he was:
“Living as we do here, courtesy and tempers are often
short . . . . but I cannot remember a single instance when your
son has said a word against anyone that was in any way malicious or nasty. He was always cheerful, even under the most
adverse circumstances and I can recall many instances when
things were about “the limit” when he would come into the dug
-out, muddied up to the neck and he would start talking
cheerful nonsense . . . until he eventually got us into a better
frame of mind. His courage was splendid . . . . . . I have known
him remain two or three hours in a post when he knew the enemy were only a few feet away, trying to distinguish what
they were doing. His thoughtfulness for others was shown today. I was making an inventory of his effects when I came
across some packets of flower seeds . . . . and his servant
told me that shortly before he died he had sown a packet of
these seeds on the grave of one of our officers who was killed
some two months ago. I have kept these seeds to sow on his
grave. In short, I may say Phillimore was the truest gentleman
it has been my privilege to know.”
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MATTHEW PHILLIMORE
Lieutenant Phillimore’s memorial is of carved oak with gilded
and coloured inscription and ornamentation in relief. It bears
the crests of the Essex Regiment and of the Royal Engineers:
the rose, shamrock and thistle etc., and there is a design of
vine leaves and grapes in the border. The inscription on it is:
“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a
crown of life.”
The parents of this young man gave our processional cross in
his memory.
PROCESSIONAL CROSS
A contemporary account describes the Cross thus:
“It is of cast and chased brass. The general design is modelled on a fourteenth century example recently discovered in
Guernsey.
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The knop of the Cross is raised and embossed in sheet copper and
the enamels are of the opaque Byzantine kind. The Cross itself is
outlined with a design of vine leaves and round the base of the
Cross is an ornamentation of roses and lilies, showing the rose and
also the lily of France, to keep the memory of the co-operation of
the two nations in a great cause. The figure of the crucified Saviour, representing the Supreme Sacrifice is in the centre of the
Cross and at the four points are medallions of the symbolic figures
of the four evangelists, St. Matthew, the Man; St. Mark the Lion;
St. Luke the Ox; and St. John, the Eagle. On the back of the
Cross, the central design is the Agnes Dei. The Archangel Michael
is on the left and St. George on the right. The chalice below and
the Crown of Glory complete the symbolism.”
Another memorial, a brass plate on the wall near the choir vestry,
commemorated William Bristow Gardner. Before the war he had
lived in Church Road, An announcement on “The Times” of 12th January 1918 stated:
“Temporary 2nd Lieutenant (Acting Captain) William Bristow Gardner, Wilts Regiment: - He led his wave of infantry to the attack
with great skill and coolness, in spite of machine gun fire at close
range, maintaining the correct direction in spite of the fact that
the troops on his right and left were swinging away from them. It
was due to his excellent leadership that his Battalion reached
their final objective.”
He was awarded the Military Cross but was killed at Follies, a few
months later at the age of twenty-nine. His sorrowing parents had
inscribed at the bottom of his memorial:“We asked life of Thee
and Thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.”
Lieutenant Edward Jeffrey of the Canadian Seaforth Highlanders
was a native of Newfoundland. He is commemorated by a brass
plaque on the west wall. Had he survived the war, he had planned to
study for the priesthood.
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STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
Stained glass windows gradually replaced the plain glass ones as
years went by, but that given by Talbot Hastings Baker in commemoration of his marriage to Amy Susan Marryat was there when
the church was consecrated. Although formerly in the church, the
window is now in the choir vestry. It portrays the wedding at Cana
of Galilee. A brass plaque underneath reads: “T.H.B. X A.S.M. 30th
December 1875”
The small window above the choir vestry door shows a harp-playing
angel. It was made by Heaton, Butler and Bayne and given in
memory of Admiral Dupuis by his wife. It was dedicated on Christmas Eve, 1899. The others are in the south wall. The first was given in memory of Margaret Sudlow who died on 11th January 1889.
It shows the scene after the death of Lazarus when Martha called
her sister, Mary, with the words, “The Master is here and calleth
for Thee.” (St. John 11 v.28)
The next portrays Diligence on one side with the words: “She layeth her hand to the spindle.” Mercy is on the other side of the
mullion and she: “Stretcheth out her hand to the poor.”
These are references to the virtuous woman whose good and wise
acts and attributes are listed in Proverbs, Chapter 31, verses 1031. This window was erected in the memory of Susan Constance
Harkness, the sister of Henry Franklyn, Esq. She died in 1879.
The third window and the last were given by Mr. And Mrs. Alexander in memory of their parents. Mr. Alexander’s father was the
first Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem. On one side are the words of
John the Baptist, speaking of Jesus and saying: “He must increase, I must decrease.” (John 3, v.30) On the other side of the
mullion, Mary, the mother of Jesus is shown and underneath is the
first line of the Magnificat:
“My soul doth magnify the Lord”
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ANGEL RESPOND
The Angel Respond on the west wall of the church was given in
memory of Mary Sudlow who died in 1860. Further there does
still exist a bill, which says:
“G and M.S. 2 Corbels
Heads of St John and St Peter

£2. 15s. 0d.

(By the alcove C.S. and G. and M.)”
Miss Gertrude Sudlow was described by Mr. Alexander as
“one of god’s sweetest and brightest saints”. She had been
one of the first Girls Friendly Society Associates.
MRS FRANKLYN
In 1921, Mrs. Annie Sophia Franklyn died. She had been a
great benefactress to the church and parish and to needy individuals, and she was a generous supporter of the Cottage
Hospital in Shirrell Heath, for which she had been secretary
for thirty years. She was respected and loved by many and
her memory lives on. She left a bequest of £300 to provide
teas for the school children on Ascension Day, provided that
they first attend a church service.
THE CHANCEL SCREEN
To commemorate her, her daughters gave the oak chancel
screen and it is inscribed:
“In dear memory of our mother, Annie Sophia,
wife of Henry William Franklyn.
This screen is offered by her daughters,
D.K.H.

M.M.P.
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It was designed by the worthy Mr. Kitchin of Winchester and
represents the changing seasons, with carving of plants to be
found in the Hampshire woods and hedgerows. These carvings
are difficult to recognize from the floor and the photographs
show some more clearly than they are usually seen. The crest
of the Winchester Diocese may be seen on the screen gates,
a reminder that this parish was in that Diocese until it was
transferred to the newly created Portsmouth one in 1927.
There is also a design of grapes and two moths.
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With the Chancel Screen, the Lych Gate was also consecrated. This
was a gift of General Sir Herbert Powell in memory of his wife, Alice, and of his son, 2nd Lieut. Rhys Campbell ffolliott Powell, who was
with the Highland Light Infantry in the retreat from Mons, at the
Battle of the Marne, and finally fell on the Aisne on 14th September
1914.
NEW BELLS
In 1941 the church received two new bells, the lightest ones, thanks
to a legacy from Mr. Frederick Daysh and his wife, Alice. Mr. Daysh
had been verger here for fifty-three years and his wife and done
the duties of Sacristan. She had also looked after the choir robes.
When the new bells were given, the others were re-hung but the
new ring of eight bells was not heard until 1942. On that occasion
the wartime ban of bell ringing was lifted to commemorate the victory of Alemein.
MEMORIAL TABLETS
A small Hopton Wood stone tablet was placed on the south wall of
the church (the north wall of the tower) in memory of Frederick
and Alice Daysh.
Mrs. Franklyn’s memorial to her three friends, placed on the north
wall, is also of Hopton Wood stone. It is oval in shape and made to
the design of Mr. F.W. Deas of Edinburgh. The friends were:
George Chequer, her gardener; George Doughty, her coachman; and
David Talbot Wells, her butler.
MRS. GORE BROWN
Another memorial was given in 1945, in memory of Mrs. Gore Brown
(1850-1944). It was the framed copy of the picture by Raphael
known as the Sistine Madonna. Mrs Gore Brown’s mother, Mrs Mary
Sumner, founded the Mothers’ Union and Mrs. Gore Brown was President of the Shedfield Branch and Central Vice President.

34

THE LADY CHAPEL
During the incumbency of the Reverend Eric Staples (195463) a number of changes were made. In 1961 the north aisle
was adapted to become a Lady Chapel. Ribbed oak doors were
fitted to the organ chamber behind the altar of the Lady
Chapel and steps were built to elevate the altar. These improvements were given in memory of Mrs. Elizabeth Dreyer by
Admiral Sir Desmond Dreyer, her husband. They were both
regular worshippers here when they lived at Shedfield Cottage, now Shedfield Court.
It had been intended that the Chapel should be heated by
electrically warmed hot water pipes but after a short while
the Diocesan Architect considered this to be injurious to the
church fabric. Consequently the heating was removed.
The carving of our Lord on the Cross with Mary, His Mother,
keeping her vigil, was carved in Oberammergau. It formally
belonged to Mrs. Hallifax and after her death it was given to
our church and now hangs in the Lady Chapel near the altar.
Mrs. Hallifax had been a Central President of the Mothers’
Union and, for a number of years, a President of the local
branch.
The two prayer desks, made more recently and used in the
Lady Chapel, are the work of Mr. Hammond of Moorhill and
were given in memory of Mr. Arthur Haywood, a most conscientious verger here for a number of years until his poor
health forced him to retire and he died soon after.
PRIEST’S VESTRY
At the same time as these changed were made, the organ
chamber was converted into a priest’s vestry. The organ had
been powered by electricity since 1945 and so the chamber
was no longer used by the lad who pumped the organ, as it had
been formerly.
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The vestry was furnished by the family of Captain and Mrs. Arden
Franklyn as a memorial to their parents. Captain and Mrs. Franklyn
had been generous to the parish and church on many occasions.
Captain Franklyn had been Vicar’s Warden from 1926-30 and Mrs
Franklyn had been a Parochial Church Councillor for many years.
THE CHANCEL ROOF
The Reverend Eric Staples enhanced the beauty of the Chancel by
having the bosses, panels and organ pipes painted, in memory of his
parents. He also had the front pews removed from the nave, giving
more space at the front of the church. Portland stone paving was
then laid from the front pews to the chancel screen. Mr. Staples
also had the font moved from its original position at the back of
the church to a position near the choir vestry. After a number of
years it was restored near its original position where it can be
more easily viewed by the relatives of babies being baptised.
The pews behind the rear transept were removed in 1996 and replaced with chairs with soft embroidered cushions.
CHOIR VESTRY
The latest addition to our church is the choir vestry, built after
removing three pews, which used to be behind the choir stalls and
parallel to them. A large amount of plate glass was used in the new
vestry so that the original one could be enlarged without loss of
light. The scheme owed much to the imagination of the Reverend
Lawrence Marsh, whom was Vicar here from 1970-75. It was dedicated in 1974:
“To the Glory of God and in memory of John Davidson, organist and choir master here from 1959-1972.”
It was furnished by Miss Ethel Daysh who worshipped in this
church as a girl and always maintained an interest in it. She left a
bequest to it when she died.
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CENTENARY 1980
There were joyful celebrations in 1980 when we celebrated
our Centenary. Our last photograph shows our Vicar, the Reverend Geoffrey Morrell, leading the children, after the service, in a march around the churchyard and down Church Road,
carrying the banners, which they had made themselves.
John Colson, the Architect of this church, was commemorated by a tablet placed here in 1995. It was given by James and
Lucille Colson of Canada, who were present at its dedication.

THE CHILDREN CARRYING THEIR BANNERS CENTENARY 1980
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PARISH EMBROIDERY
The latest addition to the furnishing of our church is the Parish Embroidery, which may be seen on the south wall. It was
embroidered by many of the women of the parish to commemorate the Millennium. An explanatory card may be seen on the
table at the back of the church.
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THE STUDY CENTRE
Our Study Centre was completed in September 2003.
In the early nineties our Vicar, Geoffrey Morrell felt and I
quote “one of the great needs was to have a building that
helped the church to serve the community – a building for
social activity as well as worship.” We had no meeting room
of our own, no water supply inside the building, no toilets.
Children had to cross the road to the Reading Room for
Sunday School.
Among the ideas put forward was a design by Terry E. Roberts Architect, of Chichester. Plans were discussed with
the congregation and some alterations made. Sadly there
were objections and the Shedfield Society spoke against
the proposals at the Planning hearing. Supporters of the
Reading Room felt we would be in competition with them and
one family also objected as the new building would cover
their graves. Most people accepted the offer of reburial
and a memorial but three continued their objections. Unfortunately this led to the full panoply of ecclesiastical law being brought into play.
A Consistory Court was held in the Church in January 2001
where speeches were heard from both sides. Notably the
Church had strong support from the Headmaster of St.
John the Baptist School. The Church won their appeal with
the condition that the new Study Centre should be used for
church purposes. The whole incident cost us £11,000 which
could have been put to better use.
Terry Roberts’ design was imaginative – it would be fair to
say that many of his critics lacked his vision but eventually
acknowledged that it was ideal for the site. The high
roofed main Boucher Hall with its huge wall of windows allows light to stream in. The smaller Morrell Room is ideal
for small meetings and the Parish Office upstairs is an invaluable room especially since the nearby Vicarage was sold
when Geoffrey Morrell retired.
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Our kitchen is much admired and although it could have been
larger it is better than none at all. The Centre has disabled
facilities with a ramp and special toilet which are now required by law.
Financing the project was a challenge and we started by using
our inheritance. The Shirral Hut site raised £125,000 and
the Boucher Trust gave £190,000. The Diocese lent us
£50,000 which was repaid by January 2006. The rest was
provided by direct giving and many fundraising events ranging
from a cricket match played to the Lord Taverners’ rules, a
flower festival, abseiling and teddy bear parachuting from the
Church tower, a race evening and an auction. A quilt was made
by local quilters, raffled and won by Mr Henderson and
promptly given back to us. It now hangs in the West entrance.
The eventual cost was almost £500,000.
When the Study Centre was opened by the Bishop, Kenneth
Stevenson, in September 2003 it began to be used immediately. On Sundays we have space for a crèche and Junior
Church and a comfortable area for coffee after the service.
During the week it is used for weekday services, and various
groups and clubs. It is also available for private hiring.
The vision of Geoffrey Morrell is a reality and we are sure
that future generations will appreciate his efforts as much as
we all do.
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INCUMBENTS WHO HAVE SERVED THIS PARISH
Chapel-of-Ease
1829-1832

Rev. Henry Atkins

1833-1841

Rev. John Daintry

1842-1859

Rev. Robert Denny

1859-1879

Rev. William Bray

St John the Baptist Church
1879-1883

Rev. Stephen Frederick Bridge

1883-1905

Rev. Alexander Benjamin Alexander

1905-1915

Rev. Leslie Knights Smith

1915-1925

Rev. Edwin Ernest Sumner Utterton

1926-1927

Rev. Cyril Croome Roach

1927-1930

Rev. Isaac James Best

1931-1944

Rev. Frederick Walter Martin

1945-1954

Rev. Brian Golland Crowley

1955-1963

Rev. Edward Eric Staples

1964-1969

Rev. Michael Longdon Sanby Thomas

1970-1975

Rev. Lawrence Allan Marsh

1976-2002

Rev. Geoffrey Bernard Morrell

2003- 2007

Rev. Shirley Claire Henderson

2008- 2015

Rev. Bruce Deans

2017 -

Rev. Jane Isaac
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1854-1858
1859
1860-1883
1884
1884
1884-1885
1886
1887-1894
1895-1902
1903-1910
1911-1915
1916–1925
1926-1930
1930-1940
1941-1955
1956-1981

VICAR’S CHURCHWARDENS
John Colson
Henry Reeves
Thomas Reeves
Adm. Sir Augustus Phillimore
Mr. Marryatt
Col. Steel
Harry Rowe
Adm. Sir Augustus Phillimore
Henry Boggust
Henry C. Sloane-Stanley
Hanry A. Franklyn
George G. Phillimore
Henry A. Franklyn
Adm. Sir Richard Phillimore
Lady Phillimore
Cdr. Richard Phillimore

1854-1855
1856-1858
1859
1860-1883
1884-1885
1886-1911
1912-1924
1924-1951
1951-1966
1966-1977

PEOPLE’S CHURCHWARDENS
William Smith
George Boucher
Charles Hallett
Thomas Moore
Benjamin Boggust
George Chequer
Frederick G. Whatley
Harry Boggust
Charles L. Cawte
Patrick Hills
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CHURCHWARDENS
1977-1984

Richard Phillimore and Brian Thompson

1984–1989

Eric Crompton and David Hillier

1989-1990

Eric Crompton and Mary Wake

1990-1992

Mary Wake and Tony Shepherd

1992-1995

Mary Wake and David Hillier

1995-1998

Mary Wake and Maurice Tester

1998-2000

Maurice Tester and Dennis Betts

2000-2001

Maurice Tester and Brian Thompson

2001-2002

Dennis Betts and Brian Thompson

2002-2005

David Hillier and Susan Jones

2005-2006

Peter Benham and Dennis Betts

2006- 2010

Peter Benham and Adrian Jordan

2010 - 2011

Adrian Jordan and Mary Hogg

2011 - 2015

Mary Hogg and Jenny Barker

2016 - 2018

Jenny Barker and Adrian Jordan

2018 -

Adrian Jordan and Carol Hotchkiss
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