
From the Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley 

 

Being Church Together in the United Benefice  

of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham  

Sunday, 17th October 2021 
 

Greetings from the ministry team to everyone. Whether you 

come to church once a week, once in a while or once in a 

lifetime – welcome to the weekly eBulletin. 

 
First of all… United Benefice worship on Sunday 17th October will be at  
St Nicholas Church, Wickham 

 8 am Holy Communion (traditional language) 

 10 am Harvest Festival 

You will also find a traditional Morning Prayer  

service on the church websites. 

 

 
Harvest Festival (10 am)  - At our second Harvest 
Festival this year we will  be celebrating ‘all God’s gifts 
around us’, and the Diocese of Portsmouth’s stewardship 
advisor, Chris Parker, will encourage us to consider how 
we can most effectively and thoughtfully share the gift of 
money.  One of those ways is by signing up to the Parish 
Giving Scheme, already a popular way of planned giving at 
St John the Baptist, Shedfield and all set to be an option 
for the church family at St Nicholas, Wickham. 
 

                                                              Chris Parker, speaker at 
Harvest Festival 

at St Nicholas', Wickham 

 
Please help Revd Jane and Revd Ruth fill up their 
shopping trolley by bringing donations of dried or 
tinned produce for the Meon Valley Foodbank.  The 
Foodbank provides a helping hand to those at crisis 
point in our local towns and villages.  Find out more 
about the Food Bank and its new base at Wickham 
Community Centre at: 
https://www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk/  

https://www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk/


 
 
Lucy Carter’s pedestal arrangement for Harvest Festival at  
St Nicholas Church 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday’s service: 24th October 2021 
The service next week will be at St John the Baptist, Shedfield. 

 10.00 am Holy Communion 

Please keep an eye on the website for any updates. 
In line with current government and Church of England guidance, we strongly 
recommend that you continue to wear face coverings during services. With the 
R rate rising locally, you might feel it’s a sensible precaution to take a lateral 
flow test to check for a negative response before coming to church.  Lateral 
flow tests are readily available free of charge at pharmacies and via 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

 

Messy Church 

 
It was fantastic to welcome nine children to Messy Church this week where 
they learned about the Prodigal Son and exploring how far God’s love can 
reach - and most importantly shared a meal of fishfingers and chips! 

Thank you so much to Sue Pittam and her team who all work so hard, and on 
this occasion particular thanks go to Jane Hall who took on the leadership of 
the kitchen team at very short notice! 

The next Messy Church session will be held on 11th November. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


Announcement of our new Bishop 

Last week Downing Street announced the appointment of the new Bishop of 
Portsmouth.  The diocese’s 10th bishop, the Rt Rev Jonathan Frost is currently 
the Dean of York.  He has previously been a parish priest, police chaplain, 
university chaplain and suffragan bishop in the Diocese of Winchester. 

On the day that his appointment was 
announced Bishop Jonathan went on a 
whistle stop tour around the diocese, 
meeting worshippers, clergy, 
community leaders, students and even 
a few animals! 

Bishop Jonathan and his wife Christine were 
both captivated by a goat at St Mary’s 
Church, Brading. 

During the day, our bishop-designate 
was able to share his priorities as 
bishop, which includes the 
importance of prayer, and the need to 
tackle the big issues such as the 
mental health of young people, 
climate change, and poverty. 

Bishop Jonathan chats to students outside 
Charter Academy 

 
Because various legal formalities 
must take place before Bishop 
Jonathan can take up his new 
role, his installation service in 
Portsmouth Cathedral is not 
expected until the New Year. 
Between now and then, he 
intends to visit the diocese of 
Portsmouth regularly as he gets 
to know the area and its people. 

 
Bishop Jonathan finished his day in the Diocese by saying Compline in St Peter’s Church, 
Petersfield. 

 



Elections to General Synod 

 

Elections for the next session of General Synod have now taken place. The 
following people were elected (in alphabetical order)and will serve as the  
representatives for Portsmouth Diocese on the Church of England's General 
Synod: 
 
House of Clergy: 
The Rev Dr Paul Chamberlain 
The Rev Andrew Hargreaves 
Canon Bob White 
 
House of Laity: 
Canon Lucy Docherty 
Mrs Rebecca Hunt 
Dr Ian Johnston 
 
You can download the formal election result documents, and discover more 
about the work of General Synod, on this page on our website: 
portsmouth.anglican.org/general-synod/ 
 

What else is available this week? 
 
In the Diocese: 
Portsmouth Cathedral will be live streaming services as follows: 

 8.00am - Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer 

 11.00am - Sung Eucharist (with choir) 

 5.30pm - Choral Evensong 
Details of all these services can be found on the Cathedral website: 
https://www.facebook.com/portsmouthcathedral 
 
 
 

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/general-synod/
https://www.facebook.com/portsmouthcathedral


National Church: 
A national Church of 
England service continues 
to be available at 9am 
every Sunday and is 
available to playback 
throughout the week.  
This week the service will 

focus on Anti-Slavery day when the Clewer Initiative will explore the steps we 

can take and prayers we can pray to end slavery. The service is led by Rev 

Canon Dr Chigor Chike, and the Bishop of Tonbridge is preaching. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-

online-services 

 

Daily Hope – ‘church at the end of the phone’ 
The Church of England’s Daily Hope line, a free 24-hour national telephone 
line, offering music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services is 
well worth recommending to those without internet access. The phone number 

is: 0800 804 8044 

 
 

 
 
 

Other dates for your diary: 
 
Deanery Conference – Live, Pray, Serve 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19th October, 7.00pm  at St Peter’s Church, Soberton (please note the 
change of venue). 

The opportunity for all of us in the Bishops Waltham deanery to ask questions 
and add our thoughts to the continuing conversation in the diocese and the 
deaneries about how the resources of ministers and money might most 
effectively be shared and enabled. Everyone is welcome at this special event, 
at which you’ll be able to talk with Victoria James, Diocesan Secretary, Acting 
Archdeacon Will Hughes and other diocesan and deanery representatives. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services


Fifth Sunday’ special services 
 
Getting our ‘fifth Sunday of the month’ selection of 
services underway is St Mark’s Lion, on Sunday 31st 
October at 10.00am.  Masterminded by Susan Jones 
and her team, there’ll be a performance of Susan’s 
dramatisation of St Mark’s Gospel,  St Mark’s Lion, at 
St John the Baptist Church at 10.00am, followed by a 
soup and cake lunch. 
 
If you’d like to take part, contact Susan jonesides@hotmail.com or Danny 
Dubois duboisjd@icloud.com.  If you’d like to sing in the St Mark’s Lion choir, 
contact Julia Burgess: dbjr@hotmail.com 
 
Meanwhile at St Nicholas, Wickham the parish choir will lead Choral Matins 
(10.00am), one of the very few Matins services available in the diocese. 
 

 
All Soul’s Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be holding All Soul’s services on Tuesday 2nd November where the 
names of those who have died in the last year will be read out: 

 10.30 am  -  St Nicholas, Wickham 

 6.30 pm –  St John the Baptist, Shedfield 
 
If you would like other relatives or friends to be remembered during this 
service you are invited to write their names on a card and place them in the 
basket which you will find at the back of church. These will be placed on the 
altar at each church during the services. 

 

 

mailto:jonesides@hotmail.com
mailto:duboisjd@icloud.com
mailto:dbjr@hotmail.com


Save the date! 

Fareham-based theatre company BlackBox is 
bringing Abigail’s Party to St Nicholas Church, 
Wickham on Friday 26th November.  Doors open 
7.00pm with the performance starting at 7.30pm.  
Tickets, (which include one free drink) start at 
£11.50 for concessions.  More information at 
www.blackboxtheatrecompany.com.  

You can buy your tickets online, or from Rosemary 
Crane, our local ticket agent!  Tickets are available 
from Rosemary after church services or call her on 
07712 591 186. 

 

A reminder from BlackBox’s Chris Hawley about the storyline… ‘As the gin flows 

and the cheese and pineapple hedgehog is passed around, small talk turns to 

outrageous flirting and the thin veneer of middle-class respectability slowly 

peels away as we witness the outrageous Beverley torment her put upon 

husband and their unsuspecting guests in Mike Leigh’s classic comedy’. 

 
 
 
 
And this week’s e-Bulletin comes with the assurance of Jane and my constant 
prayers!  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you would like a chat, a 
listening ear or to share your worries and your joys. 

 

From Ruth on behalf of the Benefice ministry team 

http://www.blackboxtheatrecompany.com/

