
From the Revd Jane Isaac                                                                                           

 

Being Church Together in the United Benefice  

of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham  

1st August 2021 

 

Greetings from the ministry team to everyone. Whether you 

come to church once a week, once in a while or once in a 

lifetime – welcome to the weekly eBulletin. 

 

First of all… Keeping safe in church post-lockdown With the Government’s 
ending of lockdown on 19th July, the legal restrictions on places of worship 
were lifted too.  Clearly, with two church congregations in my care, whose 
opinions range from ‘We’ve just got to get on with it’ to ‘I feel more vulnerable 
than ever and I’m very worried’, there are more than a few expectations to be 
managed by your incumbent in the space of a 45-minute service on Sunday!   

 After much thought, prayer and conversation with ministry team 
colleagues and churchwardens, I have decided that, along with many 
other parish churches, St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, 
Wickham will be continuing to keep some voluntary measures in place, 
to ensure that every worshipper and visitor continues to feel welcome 
and safe.  Our service pattern will continue to be flexible from week to 
week until mid-September, when all being well we’ll be able to get into 
a more regular routine (more about this later in this eBulletin).   

 

'Ordinary Time' at St John the Baptist, Shedfield:  
the ‘growing season’ when we grow in our understanding of Jesus’s teaching and ministry 



What none of us would want is for people to stay away because they’re 
concerned about the lifting of every Covid-19 restriction in one fell swoop and 
are too worried to come to church.  So what’s going to happen? 

 We very strongly recommend that you go on wearing a facemask in 
church and use hand sanitiser on entering and leaving.    

 Those of you who are anxious to maintain social distancing can be 
reassured that spaced seating will be available at every service in a 
defined area of the church.  

 Those of you who are less anxious about social distancing are welcome 
to share a pew!   

 Whilst the national Church of England has lifted its restriction on sharing 
the ‘common cup’ (the chalice), the ministry team and churchwardens 
agree that in our own context we’ll continue to share Communion ‘in 
one kind’ (the bread) for the foreseeable future, and to keep movement 
in church to a minimum, the clergy will continue to bring the wafer to 
you at your seat. 

 Singing in church – a tricky one!  We’re now able to sing in church but 
with the ‘pingdemic’ taking hold even in our own relatively Covid-free 
rural context and the R rate rising, for the time being I’m asking that 
those members of the congregation who feel ready to sing in church do 
so wearing facemasks.  Our choirs will remain socially distanced from the 
congregation for the foreseeable future. 

 The national Church of England has put together a helpful selection of 
FAQ and answers, which you can access here. 

As always, the most up-to-date information is available at 
churchofengland.org/coronavirus and portsmouth.anglican.org/coronavirus  
 
Sunday services  The churchwardens and PCCs in both parishes have agreed 
the ministry team’s proposal of a new monthly pattern of Sunday services.  All 
being well, the new schedule of shared Sunday services will get underway from 
September, and we’ll try it out until the end of the year, alternating between 
our two churches.  And then, as always, we’ll review and revise.  Please visit 
the church websites for the most up-to-date information about services or 
check the church noticeboards and the village noticeboards around Wickham.   
 

For those of you who are particularly anxious about receiving Communion 
each week, do please be reassured that there will be a communion service in 
the benefice every Sunday at either 8.00am or 10.00am.  The 8.00am 
communion service will be in traditional language, whilst the 10.00am 

https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=ed8f216a63&e=bef487b015
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=4c7fb8eae3&e=bef487b015
https://anglican.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5020cadd6c9a6a12c8af9a6e4&id=c2dc147aed&e=bef487b015


communion service will include music and singing led by the church choir, 
congregational hymns – and sometimes will be quite ‘formal’ and sometimes 
less so, with a short address and plenty of space for prayer. 

As well, I know that there are many of you who are anxious not to lose the 
‘Being Church Together’-style services when we get into a more regular 
Sunday routine, so we’ll be introducing ‘The Sunday Service’, which will be 
very much in the same sort of relaxed style.   We’ll also be re-introducing 
Café Church and occasional formal evensong and Matins, whilst for families 
there’ll be a special ‘Messy Church’ family service at Wickham CofE Primary 
School.  

Sunday worship in the United Benefice of Shedfield and Wickham 

WEEK St John the Baptist, Shedfield St Nicholas, Wickham 

SUNDAY 
1 

 10:00  Communion  

SUNDAY 
2 

08:00  Holy Communion 

 

10:00  The Sunday Service   

Time tbc: Evensong  

(Alternates between Shedfield and Wickham each month, with 
a combined choir) 

SUNDAY 
3 

 08:00  Holy Communion 

 

10:00  The Sunday Service  

SUNDAY 
4 

10:00  Communion   

SUNDAY 
5 

 

 

10:00  Café Church  

 

08:00  Holy Communion 

 

10:00  Matins (Wickham Choir 
led) 

 

Time tbc Messy Sunday, at Wickham Primary School  
 

 



The new pattern of services will get underway on Sunday 19th September 

(Sunday 3) with services for the whole benefice at St Nicholas Church, 

Wickham: 8.00am Holy Communion (traditional language) and 10.00am The 

Sunday Service. 

Revd Juliet Montague’s retirement  After 8 years in the benefice as Associate 

Priest, in September Juliet will be moving to Minehead, to her new home 

closer to family and with the seafront and the Somerset Coastal Path only a 

few minutes away.  We will miss Juliet very, very much – and we’re glad for her 

too as she sets out on this next stage of life and ministry.   

 

Juliet’s last service with us will be a special Benefice Evensong on Sunday 12th 
September at St John the Baptist Church at 6.00pm.  Lay Minister Stephen 
Campion will be preaching and the Acting Archdeacon of the Meon, Revd 
Canon Will Hughes, will be joining us for this significant moment in our life 
together. The service will be followed by refreshments in church. 

Contributions towards Juliet’s leaving gift can be left on the designated plate 
after church services on Sundays, or with the churchwardens – the option to 
contribute online is now available too: Leaving Gift for Revd Juliet 

 

  

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/8e697cd0-42bb-46b1-a3d1-3a5e5f122b34
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/8e697cd0-42bb-46b1-a3d1-3a5e5f122b34
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/8e697cd0-42bb-46b1-a3d1-3a5e5f122b34


 

This Sunday’s church service for the United Benefice on the 

Ninth Sunday after Trinity: 10.00am Being Church Together 

with Communion, at St Nicholas, Wickham, exploring the 

theme that will be running through our worship for the next 

month or so: ‘I am the bread of life’. Spaced seating will be available for those 

who prefer to continue to be socially distanced.   

 

Being Church at Home  This week’s online service is Revd Ruth’s specially 

prepared Morning Prayer. 

 
What national online services are available this week? 
Amongst the huge variety of live-streamed worship, the 
national Church of England’s service continues to be available 
at 9.00am every Sunday: more information, a downloadable 
order of service and details of the recorded version to be 
made available during the week can be found at: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-
online/weekly-online-services  

This week’s service is led by the Revd July Stowell from St Michael and All 
Angels’ Church in Harrow. 

Live-streaming from Portsmouth Cathedral: There are Sunday communion 
services at Portsmouth Cathedral at 8.00am, 9.30am and 11.00am and choral 
evensong at 5.30pm: details are available here: 
https://www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk/regular-services   

 
Next week’s services in the Benefice for Sunday, 8th August, the Tenth Sunday 
after Trinity: 8.00am Holy Communion at St John the Baptist Church, Shedfield 
and 10.00am Being Church Together service: it’s Wickham Festival weekend, 
so the service will have with music very much in mind!  
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk/regular-services


 
WCLT trustees Geoff Philpotts and Revd Jane on a site visit to Wykeham Fields this week 

Local homes for local people: Wickham Community Land Trust and Wykeham 
Vale  There’s still time to apply for a Wickham Community Land Trust home in 
Wickham’s Wykeham Vale development.  The first of the ten homes (there’ll 
be one-bedroom flats and two- and three-bed houses available) will be ready 
to move into around March next year.  If you’re looking for an affordable 
modern home to rent and you have a strong local connection to Wickham or 
the surrounding area through family, residence or occupation, please visit 
www.wickhamclt.org.uk to find out more about WCLT, or email 
applications@wickhamclt.org.uk.   

And finally…  

 
‘It’s for those of us who don’t feel ready for singing’ 

 
With the assurance of our constant prayers for you all, 

from Jane on behalf of the Benefice ministry team 

 

http://www.wickhamclt.org.uk/
mailto:applications@wickhamclt.org.uk

