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Commemoration of the RBL’s Centenary, 15th May 2021 
 
Welcome and introduction 
Welcome to this service to mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 
Royal British Legion, which was established to care for those who had 
suffered as a result of service during the First World War.  The British Legion 
was formed on 15th May 1921, bringing together four national organisations 
of ex-Servicemen.  The amalgamation of these diverse bodies is attributed to 
two men: Field Marshal Earl Haig and Fred Lister of The Federation of 
Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers. Lord Haig served as the 
President of the Royal British Legion until his death in 1928.    
 
Sunday 15th May 1921 was a wet and dreary day.  A small number of Veterans 
walked to the Cenotaph war memorial in Whitehall and as Big Ben struck 9, a 
wreath was laid on behalf of the four societies.  By Christmas 1921, the ranks 
of the organisation had swelled to include 2,500 branches across the country 
and overseas.  These local branches made change happen, fundraising during 
the Poppy Appeal, providing welfare locally and becoming the foundation of 
what has become the UK’s largest Armed Forces’ charity. 
 
In its centenary year, the Royal British Legion is at the heart of a national 
network looking after the Armed Forces community and their families all year 
round, every day of the week.  Support starts after just seven days of service 
and continues through life, long after service is over.  In its 100th year, the 
RBL’s focus is firmly on its future.  As its National Chair, Una Cleminson, 
explains, ‘By building on a centenary of work, we’ll make sure we are a charity 
fit for the next hundred years.’  
 
Today, across the UK Royal British Legion members and supporters are 
gathering, as we have are gathered here, to mark the centenary by laying 
wreaths at their local war memorials.  At the Cenotaph, representatives from 
the Army, Royal Navy, RAF and Merchant Navy will lay wreaths at a national 
service which is being live-streamed around the world. 
 
And now let’s keep a moment of quiet before we begin our service… 
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We meet in the presence of God, 
to mark with thanksgiving  
the centenary of the Royal British Legion 
and to remember with sorrow 
those whose lives in two world wars and conflicts past and present 
have been given and taken away: 
those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure, 
and all those who have lived and died in the service of humanity. 
 
Prayers 
God is our refuge and strength: 
a very present help in trouble. 
 
Today we give thanks for the work of the Royal British Legion, which for a 
hundred years has extended a helping hand to the Armed Forces’ community.   
The RBL has a special place in our nation’s heart and we celebrate its three-
fold mission, grown from the seeds sown in 1921 –  
to provide for Service personnel in need and their families;  
to campaign on their behalf;  
and to honour their service and sacrifice. 
 
And we pray for the men and women have died in service to their country, 
each one known to God; 
for those who love them in death as they loved them in life. 
 
We pray too for all civilians  
whose lives have been lost in war,  
and for those whose lives are affected by war today 
We pray for peace-makers and peace-keepers, 
who seek to keep this world secure and free –  
for all who bear the privilege and burden of leadership, 
and we ask that they may be given wisdom in their search 
for reconciliation and peace. 
 
We hold before you those whose memory we cherish, 
and those whose names we will never know. 
Grant them your peace and let light perpetual shine upon them 
As we honour the past we put our hope in your future, 
for you are the source of life and hope. 
Amen. 
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Reading: John 15.9-17  
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.  

Act of Remembrance 
For a hundred years, The Royal British Legion has responded to changing 
needs with alacrity and inventiveness, enabled by the commitment and 
loyalty of its members, staff and volunteers.  Enabled by that commitment 
and loyalty, the RBL continues to be a powerful, inclusive and cohesive force 
for good.   
 
On this Centenary day, let us commit ourselves, as The Royal British Legion is 
committed,  
to help, encourage and comfort others;  
to support those working for the relief of those in need 
and to play our part in working towards peace. 
 
Lord God our Father, 
guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom, give us courage, give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always.   
Amen. 
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Act of Remembrance 
The Royal British Legion is the guardian of Remembrance, and it is in gratitude 
that we share now in the Act of Remembrance which year by year is led 
nationwide by its members. 
 
Exhortation: They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old.  Age shall 
not weary them, nor the years condemn.  At the going down of the sun and in 
the morning, we will remember them. 
We will remember them. 
 
Silence 
 
The laying of wreaths 
 
Kohima: When you go home, tell them of us and say, ‘For our tomorrows, we 
gave our todays.’ 
 
Prayers 
We pray now for those men and women who are serving in our armed 
forces today: 
Father God, 
send your blessing upon all who serve our country in the armed forces. 
Shield them from harm when danger threatens, 
and let your care for their families and loved ones 
give them courage. 
Look with compassion on all victims of war, 
and hasten the day when the human family 
will rejoice in peace. 
And we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns as prince of Peace, 
now and for ever.   
Amen. 
 
We offer to almighty God our thanksgiving for the many blessings with which 
he has enriched our lives: 
- for Her Majesty the Queen, Patron of the Royal British Legion, and we give 

thanks for the life and service of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, an active and 
involved RBL member; 
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- for those who are tasked with leading the nations of the world, that they 
may act with vision, integrity and in the spirit of true politics and not 
party; 

- for those who serve in the Armed Forces on sea and land and in the air; 
- for their families and all who support them. 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 
We give thanks for the work of Earl Haig and Fred Lister, whose vision of an 
ex-service organisation that worked ‘for the common cause’ lives on. 
We give thanks that the wisdom of members who have served for years is put 
to the benefit of all. 
We give thanks for the RBL’s commitment to fair treatment for service 
personnel, Veterans and their families. 
We give thanks that the RBL remains as vital as ever, continuing to pioneer 
new ways of providing for the Armed Forces community and promoting 
Remembrance.  
We give thanks for the work of the Royal British Legion as on this Centenary it 
remembers the past, celebrates the present and looks to the future.  
Amen.  
 
READINGS 
Two poems specially written by children for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy 
Appeal, also celebrating its centenary this year. 
 
The first is by 5-year-old Thomas: 
Hello God, 
Can you hear me above all the noise? 
It’s us fighting. 
People are greedy and want more power and money. 
Please help us to be happy with what we’ve got.  
 
The second poem is by 10-year-old Charlotte Peckover, after a school visit to 
her local war memorial:  
 Don't worry, we will remember you, 
We will carry the torch on. 
Don't worry, we will remember you, 
We will show you our respect. 
You were brave hearted, 
And for this we will remember you. 
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Don't worry, we will remember you. 
The poppies can hear your whispers: 
They are as red as blood. 
Don't worry, we will remember you. 

BLESSING 
God grant to the living grace, 
to the departed rest, 
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people 
unity, peace and concord, 
and to us and to all God’s servants 
life everlasting. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all 
and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
 


