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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

Being Church Together – At Church and At Home  

Sunday 9th May, 2021: Easter 6 
‘Love one another as I have loved you’ (John 15.12) 

  
At church or at home, we’re being church, together 

 

‘How do you choose the bible 
readings?’ is a question I was asked 
after church last week.  ‘Are they your 
favourites?’  Well, the answers are 
‘They’re usually chosen for me’ and 
‘Sometimes’!  Sunday by Sunday we 
tend to use the three-year cycle of 

bible readings given in the Revised Common Lectionary, which was developed in the 
1980s and  is now used throughout the world by many Christian denominations.  

The three cycles – A, B and C – are mostly planned around the four gospels in the New 
Testament, with each running from Advent Sunday through to the Sunday before 
Advent a year later. We’re currently halfway through Year B and on Advent Sunday 
2021 we’ll begin Year C.  The Lectionary provides the structure around which we 
worship and study, and provided that we keep it flexible enough to adapt to our own 
context it’s the sure way to prevent us only having someone’s favourite readings or 
avoiding the tricky bits of Bible study!  I’ll be sharing 
some thoughts about the Gospel writers’ four different 
approaches in my reflection later (see page 7). 

What is the three-year cycle? Year A is the year of 
Matthew; Year B is the year of Mark; Year C is the year 
of Luke.  Passages from the Gospel of John are read 
each year, especially around Christmas, Lent and Easter. 
Additional readings from John are included in the year 
of Mark (this year, Year B), whose Gospel is shorter than 
the others. The sequence of Gospel readings is designed to deepen our understanding 
of Christ and strengthen our faith. Readings are grouped around the birth, baptism, 
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus.   
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What about the Old Testament?  After Epiphany in early January, there are two 
‘tracks’ (options) for selecting readings from the Old Testament: either readings 
chosen to complement the Gospel reading (we use this track in our services here) or 
the ‘sequential’ track which over the three-year cycle journeys through Genesis to the 
Prophets.  

The Lectionary’s not just for Sundays – it provides a cycle of readings for use on 
weekdays too.  Try https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-
service-daily-prayer to see the Lectionary in action day by day.  You can buy the hard-
copy Revised Common Lectionary in church bookshops and online, download it on a 
variety of free or subscription apps, or simply Google ‘Revised Common Lectionary’ 
and find which way of using it best suits you and your Bible-reading and learning. 

As is turns out, the Year B Gospel reading for 
Easter 6 is one of my favourites!  It’s John 
15.9–17, in which Jesus encourages his 
disciples to keep his commandments and, 
most of all, to love one another as he loved 
them.  This week we explore what Jesus 
means by ‘friendship’. 

The coronavirus crisis has made it necessary for the Church of England to suspend all public 

acts of worship.  The ministry team has created this short act of worship for you to use at 

home, in the anticipation that it will help you to spend time quietly with God and encourage 

us all to know that we are sharing this service with each other. Perhaps you could find a 

quiet and comfortable place in which to worship, and light a candle as a focus for prayer and 

reflection?   

 

Call to worship 

Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Creator God,  

we offer this time to you, 

away from our busy-ness 

and ready to re-connect with one another and to you, 

at church and at home; 

ready to rest in you and grow in you; 

ready to grow closer, grow deeper; 

ready to listen to your word 

and to meet you in prayer and praise, in sound and in silence.   

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
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You have chosen us to be your friends 

and invited us to share that friendship  

with your people in all the world. 

May we live as Jesus lived, 

serve as he served 

and love as he loved, 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: Come down, O Love divine 

A favourite hymn, sung to the best-loved of the several tunes to 
which it’s been set over the years: ‘Down Ampney’ (1906), by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams.  Vaughan Williams named the tune in honour 
of his birthplace, the Gloucestershire village of Down Ampney, 
where his father was Vicar of All Saints’ Church. In 1958, ‘Come 
down, O Love divine’ was sung as Vaughan Williams’ ashes were 
interred in the Musicians' Corner at Westminster Abbey.  

Read/pray the words, or join in here: 

DOWN AMPNEY-COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE - YouTube 

 

1    Come down, O Love divine, 

      seek thou this soul of mine, 

 and visit it with thine own ardour glowing: 

 O Comforter, draw near, 

 within my heart appear, 

 and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

2    O let it freely burn 

 ’til earthly passions turn 

 to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

 and let thy glorious light 

 shine ever on my sight,  

 and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

3   And so the yearning strong, 

 with which the soul will long,  

 shall far outpass the pow’r of human telling: 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIvKDgktutI
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 nor can we guess its grace 

 ’til we become the place 

 wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
     Words: Biano da Siena (d 1434, trans R F Littledale)  Tune: DOWN AMPNEY 
 

We pray together and ask for forgiveness 

Jesus said, ‘A  new commandment I give unto you: that you love one another as 

I have loved you.’ 

 

Lord, your love is such a precious gift;  

but even so, sometimes we turn away from you when our lives are going well. 

(Take a moment to remember those times…). 

Help us to turn to you in the good times as well as the bad times. 

Father, forgive us. 

Forgive us and help us. 

 

You have commanded us to love one another;  

but sometimes we turn away when other people’s lives make our own lives 

complicated.  

(Take a moment to remember those times…). 

Help us to be there for them. 

Father, forgive us. 

Forgive us and help us. 

 

Father, you have shared with us your ministry of welcome; 

but sometimes we have not been welcoming. 

(Take a moment to remember those times…). 

Help us always to be open to everyone around us. 

Father, forgive us. 

Forgive us and help us. 

 

In church, members of St Nicholas’ Church choir will sing ‘A new commandment I 

give unto you’ as part of these prayers of forgiveness. You might choose to spend 

some time listening to a virtual choir singing the same hymn:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoWrAgiIGak 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoWrAgiIGak
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God of hope and healing: 

for choosing us – we thank you.  

For trusting us – we thank you. 

For befriending us – we thank you. 

For empowering us – we thank you. 

For loving us – we thank you. 

And for forgiving, redeeming and blessing 

us: 

in Jesus’ name – we thank you. 

Amen. 

 

A Collect for the sixth Sunday of Easter 

Lord, 

as we celebrate your resurrection 

and prepare for your ascension, 

remind us that you rule, but not through force; 

and that you invite our respect, but don’t demand it. 

You are Lord of lords, but servant too. 

You loved us so much that you were willing to die for our sake –  

may we, each in our own way,  

share that love 

in and through our lives 

today and in the days to come.  

Amen. 

 

Reading (1): The Epistle for Easter 6: 1 John 5.1–6 
‘Family’ language – birth, parent, child, love – runs right through John’s first letter, which 

balances the highest of aspirations with down to earth realism (even the closest of siblings 

can alternate between loving and hating each other – see 1 John 4.20ff)!  For Jesus’ 

followers (his ‘family’) it’s God who is the focus of their love, not other family members. 

5Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 
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6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit 
is the truth. 

Reading (2): The Gospel for Easter 6: John 15.9–17                                                           
The Gospel reading for the sixth Sunday after Easter defines ‘friendship’ for us. In John’s 
Gospel, friendship is more than sharing hospitality with each other or having that naturally 
occurring friendship that we choose for ourselves or that ‘just happens’ between those who 
share similar interests; rather, it’s a God-given gift.   
 
In church this morning the congregation will share the reading with this refrain: 

Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment… ’ 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
At home, you might choose to read the Gospel verses slowly and reflectively, pausing 
to say the refrain from time to time. 
 

Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment… ’ 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.12 ‘This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you.  

 
Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment… ’ 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you.  
 
Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment… ’ 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so 
that you may love one another. 
 
Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment… ’ 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
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Time to reflect – with the Revd Jane Isaac, Incumbent of the United Benefice of St John 

the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

‘Why are there four different Gospels?’ is a question ministers are asked quite often.  
And when I’m looking up readings in cross-reference bibles and concordances, I 
sometimes find myself asking the same question!  Surely it would be much less 
confusing if we only had one Gospel!  That way, we wouldn’t have to juggle different 
versions of the same story.  I’m thinking of the Sunday after Easter, for instance, 
when we had a reading from John about Jesus appearing to the disciples and then 
later to Thomas – and then the following Sunday we had the same event recorded by 
Luke, but without Thomas!  Why couldn’t the learned fathers who put the Bible 
together sort out the discrepancies and give us one neat and tidy narrative?  Then 
we’d have a much clearer picture of what happened and what to believe.  
 

But supposing we did have only one gospel, wouldn’t 
we lose much more than we’d gain?  The four 
evangelists were each writing with a different 
purpose and for different audiences.  Take Mark: he 
probably wasn’t Jewish, and was a companion of 
Peter who was writing to inspire and encourage 
Gentile Christians facing persecution by the Romans. 
Matthew was an educated Jew, possibly a scribe.  His 
gospel was for Jewish Christians, and he wanted to 
prove to them that Jesus really was the Messiah, and 
that they had been right to convert to Christianity.  
Luke’s perspective was different again.  He was a 

  companion of Paul and was writing to explain 
  Christianity to a single person, a senior Roman official 
  called Theophilus.   

 
But these three did all have one approach 
in common, because they were telling the  
story of Jesus’ life and death as a historical, 
chronological sequence. John’s gospel was 
quite different.  Unlike the others, John 
was writing philosophy and theology 
rather than biography, and because he 
was a disciple his writing was based on 
direct experience of the various heresies 
that were beginning to spring up.  He 
starts from ‘real world’ basics – birth, water, bread – and moves through symbolism 
to spiritual understanding.  His key words are ‘life’, ‘death’, and most of all, ‘love’. 
Today’s gospel reading is John’s eight-verse distillation of Jesus’ message of love, and 
the Epistle, also written by John, expands on that.  This isn’t ‘love’ in the loose sense 

Jacob Jordaens,  
Les quatre évangélistes (1625) 
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in which we often use the word: we ‘love’ that dress, or that music, or that food.  
That sort of love is dictated by personal preference and pleasure; it’s selective and it 
can change.  Jesus’ commandment is unconditional: ‘If you keep my commandment 
you will love God’s children’.  It’s often easier to ‘love’ people when we don’t know 
them well, or even at all.  We can construct an idealised mental image of them, with 
nothing difficult, unacceptable or flawed.  We needn’t have anything to do with 
them. 
 
But John’s gospel roots us in reality.  We’re not even beginning to love God unless we 
genuinely love the messy, awkward, embarrassing, imperfect, infuriating individuals 
close at hand!  And yes, that means loving ourselves because unless we’re happy in 
our own messy, awkward, embarrassing, imperfect, infuriating individual skins then 
we can’t properly love anyone else.    
 
Years ago, one of David’s colleagues at Portsmouth Cathedral would often scoop us 
all up after evensong and take us home to put the sermon and the cathedral to rights 
over a generous clergy-measure of gin.  Richard was ruthlessly realistic about his 
Chapter colleagues!  He loved his priestly brothers – for they were no priestly sisters 
in those days – very dearly, but he often said that even so it was ‘…the fellowship 
that got him down’!  You couldn’t choose the people you worked with.  They were 
your brothers in Christ; God had called them just as Jesus called his disciples, and had 
given them the commandment to love one another.  If Canon X’s habit of sucking his 
teeth, or Canon Y’s slightly out-of-tune singing drove you to distraction, no matter.  
You were to love them, warts and all, morning and evening at the very least, for 
maybe 20 years.  

 
Love means getting involved.  It means 
respecting everyone: ‘I call you friends, 
not servants,’ said Jesus.  It means 
bringing the outsiders into our own 
community, because God loves them 
just as much as he loves us.  It means 
taking time; being concerned; valuing 
opinions; walking in someone else’s 
shoes; putting ourselves out; reminding 
ourselves that each of us is one of God’s 
beloved children.  It means taking risks, 

being misunderstood, being hurt and rejected, going against the flow, losing so-
called friends, giving away what you most wanted to keep.  And we know that 
ultimately it may cost everything, including life itself.  
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You’ll remember that I suggested 
earlier that John’s gospel is an 
opportunity for us to go from life’s 
essentials via symbolism to spiritual 
understanding?  Last week’s gospel 
reading used the analogy of the vine to 
represent the entire community – all 
of humanity; everyone ‘abiding’ in 
God’s love.  Love is the sap keeping 
the plant alive.  It doesn’t just flow up and down (between Father and Son, or from 
the disciples to Jesus), it flows out through all the branches and leaves, towards 
every individual person.  We’re all linked to each other and to God by the constant 
flow of love.   
 
Now, having got my mildew confused with my mould last week I’ll proceed carefully 
here, but… it seems to me that in any woody plant, vines included, the sap flows just 
under the bark – the skin of the plant.  (That’s why hollow, split trees can still 
produce leaves and fruit.)  If you scratch the bark, you’ll see the sap.  So if, 
metaphorically, you ‘scratch’ a Christian, you should see love.  That’s what Jesus 
wants of us.  That’s how we must behave.  And these are the questions to ask 
ourselves today: have my actions and my thoughts been loving?  Where have I failed 
in love?  How can I learn to love more fully?  And how do I measure up to what Jesus 
asks of me: ‘Love one another, as I have loved you’? 
 

A time for prayer 
Being called to be Jesus’ friends means that we are challenged to recognise our 
common humanity and shared responsibility for each other and for our world. So let’s 
take this time to reflect and remind ourselves of the things in which we believe. 

 
Do we believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist?   

(Take some time to reflect on this question… ) 

We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do we believe and trust in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love?   
(Take some time to reflect on this question… ) 

We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do we believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God  
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and makes Christ known in the world?   
(Take some time to reflect on this question… ) 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is our faith, the faith of the Church. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of love, 

during the local elections this week we were 

reminded of our right to engage in democracy and 

to vote. Whatever our political leanings, we pray for 

all those who are tasked with making the decisions 

which shape our lives, especially for our own local 

councillors.   

 

And we pray for our government, that our elected 

representatives may work with thoughtfulness and 

integrity; that they may be diligent in their service, 

passionate about improving the lives of others and 

open to listening to views different from their own. 

     Equip our political representatives with the gifts of  

     thoughtfulness, grace and integrity. 
     Come, Holy Spirit, 
     and hear our prayer. 

 

God of love,  

as India faces the ravages of Covid-19, we pray for relief from suffering.  May 

those countries with an excess of precious vaccines and medical and health 

care resources be moved to generous sharing.  We give thanks for the work of 

Christian Aid and the other relief agencies who are responding together to 

coordinate a response. 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
and hear our prayer. 

 
God of love,   
friend to those who are tired and to those who are struggling: 
even though we are moving out of crisis mode, we know that many of our 

‘Come, Holy Spirit’: detail 
from a stole designed and 

created by pupils of  
St John the Baptist  

CofE Primary School, 2018 
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medics and nursing staff are exhausted after a year of Covid-19. Help those in 
the NHS who are weary to find rest and a renewal of energy for their work. We 
remember too those in our communities who are left with the effects of long-
Covid and are still struggling with daily life.  
Come, Holy Spirit, 
and hear our prayer. 

God of love, 

as the UK opens up and some of us move back to real-life meetings or going 

out to work we are aware that there are many for whom the pandemic has 

brought profound change to their circumstances; especially those who have 

lost their jobs and face financial hardship.  Give us all courage and compassion 

as we move into the next easing of lockdown restrictions, and thankful hearts 

as opportunities to meet with each other open up.   

 

And we pray for the gift of resilience in the face of such 

difficult times for so many people; for perseverance and 

courage to face the challenges each new day brings.  

May we find understanding and empathy for one 

another.  Give us all the ability to think in terms of the 

whole community not just about ourselves, and help us 

to keep our eyes open so that we might see how those 

around us are coping as things change. 
Come, Holy Spirit, 

and hear our prayer. 

 

And we pray for those for those who feel themselves to be unloved or 
unlovable; for those for whom today will be a difficult day; for those who are 
poorly, at home or in hospital; for those who have died, and those who mourn 
their passing.  Especially we remember Juliet as she grieves for Fred and their 
long life together.  We give thanks for all that Fred brought to our 
communities, for his robust common sense, his commitment to our worship 
and our life together and his stalwart support of Juliet’s ministry.  May he rest 
in peace and rise in glory. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

and hear our prayer. 
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God of love,  

thank you for the gift of friendship. Thank you for the people who bring fun 

and joy into our lives. Thank you for the warmth friends bring… that we can 

once again see those we love and enjoy their company.  

 

Despite the pain and struggle these past months have brought, we thank you 

for the friends that have helped us, stuck by us, cheered us up, listened and 

sympathised and helped us cope. Bless our friends and help us to look to Jesus 

to learn how to deepen our friendships and live the life of love he modelled. 

We ask this in your name, 

God of love; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
God of all, 
we give you thanks for the gift of friendship: 
for the giving and receiving; 
for the opportunities and the challenges; 
for the laughter and the tears; 
for the conversations and the silence; 
for the special moments and the memories. 
Draw us deeper into your love, 
and give us the confidence 
to name Jesus as our friend, teacher and Saviour. 
We ask this in his name. 
Amen. 
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Hymn: O Jesus, I have promised 
Written as a confirmation hymn by the Revd John Ernest Bode (1816–1874), ‘O Jesus, I have 

promised’ is sung this morning to ‘Hatherop Castle’ – which is still held by some to be the 

‘modern’ tune, even though it’s now over 60 years old!  Its composer, Geoffrey Beaumont, 

died in 1970. 

 

Read/pray the words or join in here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNz-33V1V8A 

 

1 O Jesus, I have promised  
 to serve thee to the end;  
 be thou forever near me,  
 my Master and my friend: 
 I shall not fear the battle  
 if thou art by my side,  
 nor wander from the pathway  
 if thou wilt be my guide.  

2  O let me feel thee near me; 
 the world is ever near:  
 I see the sights that dazzle,  
 the tempting sounds I hear.  
 My foes are ever near me,  
 around me and within;  
 but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,  
 and shield my soul from sin.  

3  O let me hear thee speaking  
 in accents clear and still,  
 above the storms of passion,  
 the murmurs of self-will.  
 O speak to reassure me,  
 to hasten or control;  
 O speak, and make me listen,  
 thou guardian of my soul. 

4  O Jesus, thou hast promised  
 to all who follow thee 
 that where thou art in glory  
 there shall thy servant be;  
 and, Jesus, I have promised  
 to serve thee to the end: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNz-33V1V8A
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 O give me grace to follow, 
 my Master and my friend.  

5 O let me see thy footmarks 
 and in them plant mine own. 

 My hope to follow duly 

 is in thy strength alone: 

 O guide me, call me, draw me, 

 uphold me to the end; 

 and then in heaven receive me, 

 my Saviour and my friend. 
 Words: J E Bode (1816–1874)  Tune: HATHEROP CASTLE 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, ‘You are my friends if you do what I command you’ 

Thy Kingdom Come 2021 
For several years now, the UK’s national Churches have joined in the ecumenical Thy 

Kingdom Come initiative.  The days between Ascension Day and Pentecost (13th–23rd 

May) are an annual opportunity to refresh our faith, and that’s needed more than 

ever this year when we can so easily feel isolated from our community and our 

church.  We have a copy of the special Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journal for 

everyone who’d like one – it’s been written by the Archbishop of York, the Most Revd 

Stephen Cottrell, and printed copies are available in church or they can be delivered 

to you (just contact the parish administrators), or the Journal can be accessed online 

at https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/new-2021 

 

Each day there are short readings, prayers and an invitation to reflect on what it 

means to follow Christ.  But don’t worry if that kind of thing just isn’t ‘you’!  Just ask 

God to help you see more clearly how you can follow Jesus and who you can 

encourage others to know the love offered to them in Jesus Christ. 

 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/new-2021
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You might choose to spend some time now trying out the Prayer Journal’s 
thought and prayer for Day 8… 
 

Ambassadors for love 

Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you.’ The greatest gift of 

the Holy Spirit is love.  We are most like Jesus when 

we love each other, and when we love the world. 

 

Love is not just romantic love.  It is the complete self-

giving that we see in Jesus.  This is the love the world 

needs if we are to navigate a way through the huge 

challenges we face. 

 

Following Jesus, returning to the life of his Church, means being part of this 

great love.  We become God’s agents of change.  God’s ambassadors for love 

in the world. 

 

However small or fragile your faith is, most of us have strong feelings of love.  

They are from God.  Use this love to change the world.  One heart at a time. 

 

Quickening God,  

fan the embers of my little faith.  

Help me see that the love I feel for those I love is from you. 

It shows me that you are real, that you are love itself. 

Be my friend. 

And today, draw me back into the fellowship of your church 

and help others, who also long for love and acceptance, 

to find it in Jesus, 

the one who lays down his life for his friends. 

Amen. 
© S Cottrell, Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journal (2021) 

 

A prayer of blessing  

God’s love is shown in Jesus for us. 

God’s love is shown in Jesus for those we love. 

God’s love is shown in Jesus for the whole world. 
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And may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

be with us and those we love, 

today and always. 

Amen. 
 

Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
 
For now or later… 
One of the responses to last week’s invitation to write an acrostic prayer using the 
first letter of each line from one of the Gospel verses (and shared here with the 
author’s permission) wonderfully anticipates the Thy Kingdom Come initiative.  Last 
week’s verse was ‘Abide with me’ (John 15.4). 
 

Abide in me, Lord.  

Be with me       

In all that I do. 

Dear Lord,           

Every day 

When my faith is faltering 

Inspire me with your Spirit 

That I may truly 

Hear, digest and live your Word. 

 

Mighty God, thank you for your 

Extravagant love for me and for all mankind.  Amen. 
 

 


