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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 
 

Being Church At Home  
Sunday 11th April, 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter 

 

including a short act of  

Thanksgiving and Remembrance for 

HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

 

 
At church or at home, we’re being church, together 

 

 
Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me 

shall never die.  
John 11 25-26 

  
 
 
The ministry team has created this service in the anticipation that it will help 
the whole worshipping community, whether at home or in church, to spend 
time together with God and to encourage us all to know that we are sharing in 
worship with each other. As a focus during this time of shared prayer and 
reflection, you could light a candle at the start of the service.  
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Welcome 
The fifty days of Eastertide is a time when the joy created at Easter is sustained 
through the following seven weeks and the Church celebrates the gloriously 
risen Christ.  
 
But this week the nation is also mourning the death of the death of His Royal 
Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and therefore both this online ‘Being 
Church at Home’ service and the service in church include a short act of 
thanksgiving for his life. 
 
Revd Ruth 
 
 

A time of Thanksgiving and Remembrance  

for the life of 
 

HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

 
 

10th June 1921 - 9th April 2021 
 

Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die.         John 11 25-26 
 
 
I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things  
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything  
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ  
Jesus our Lord.       Romans 8:38,39 
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As we come together at home or in church  
we remember before God His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,  
to renew our trust and confidence in Christ,  
and to pray that together we may be one in him,  
through whom we offer our prayers and praises to the Father. 
 
 
O God, make speed to save us.  
O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, lover of souls: you uphold us in life and sustain 
us in death: to you be glory and praise for ever! For the darkness of this age is 
passing away as Christ the bright and morning star brings to his saints the light 
of life. As you give light to those in darkness, who walk in the shadow of death, 
so remember in your kingdom your faithful servant, Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
that death may be for him the gate to life and to unending fellowship with you; 
where with your saints you live and reign, one in the perfect union of love, now 
and for ever.   Amen.  
 
Reading - 1 Thessalonians 4 13-15 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 

Psalm 23 
1     The Lord is my shepherd;  ♦ 

 therefore can I lack nothing. 
 

2    He makes me lie down in green pastures  ♦ 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3     He shall refresh my soul  ♦ 
 and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

 
4     Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
  I will fear no evil;  ♦ 

 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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5     You spread a table before me  
  in the presence of those who trouble me;  ♦ 

 you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 
 

6     Surely goodness and loving mercy  
  shall follow me all the days of my life,  ♦ 

 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

  Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
Reading - John 11.21-24 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 
 
 
Prayers 
Merciful Father and Lord of all life,  
we praise you that we are made in your image and reflect your truth and light. 
We thank you for the life of His Royal Highness Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,  
for the love he received from you and showed among us.  
Above all, we rejoice at your gracious promise to all your servants,  
living and departed, that we shall rise again at the coming of Christ.  
And we ask that in due time we may share with your servant Philip  
that clearer vision, promised to us in the same Christ our Lord.   Amen.   
 
Eternal God, our maker and redeemer, grant us,  
with your servant Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the faithful departed,  
the sure benefits of your Son’s saving passion and glorious resurrection:  
that, in the last day, when you gather up all things in Christ,  
we may with them enjoy the fullness of your promises;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 
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Almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort:  
deal graciously, we pray, with all who mourn,  
the members of the Royal Family,  
this Nation and all the Nations of the Commonwealth,  
that casting all our care on you,  
we may know the consolation of your love;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Into your hands, O Father and Lord,  
we commend your servant, Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  
Enlighten him with your holy grace  
and suffer him never to be separated from you,  
O Lord in Trinity, God everlasting.  
 
May God in his mercy grant us, with all the faithful departed, rest and peace.  
All Amen. 
 
 
National Anthem 
God save our gracious Queen,  
long live our noble Queen,  
God save the Queen.  
Send her victorious,  
happy and glorious,  
long to reign over us:  
God save the Queen. 
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Morning Service – Being Church at Home 
 
Call to worship 

 Jesus Christ, we greet you! 
 Your hands still have holes in them, 
 your feet are wet with dew; 
 you meet us, 
 risen from the grave.  
 
 We fail to understand how; 
 We puzzle at the reason why.  
 But you have come: 
 not to answer our questions 
 but to show your face.  
 
 As we come together, in our own homes or in church, 
 help us to worship you with reverence and enter with joy, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
We pray together and ask for forgiveness 
In baptism we died with Christ, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 
we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him 
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
The Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter 
Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father.   
Amen. 
 
 
This morning’s readings 
 
Acts 4 32-35 
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

John 20 19-31 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ 
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But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, 
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 

 
 
Time to reflect – with the Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
‘The doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews’  

For a moment put yourself in the position of those disciples hiding away 
behind locked doors. They had followed Jesus for three years, travelling 
around the country, listening to his teaching, seeing the remarkable things he 
did, living with him, eating with him, being his friend.  And yet they didn’t 
really understand who he was, they still didn’t really understand all that he had 
been telling them.  

And then they had lived through the momentous events of the last week – 
they had seen Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, they had seen him turn 
over the tables in the Temple, they had shared a meal with him in the upper 
room, they had witnessed his betrayal and arrest in Gethsemane, the trial the 
way the crowd turned on him and then finally his horrendous death on the 
cross.  

How were they feeling? Frightened, scared, lost, confused…. Their world was 
collapsing around them.  

And yet they had heard from Peter and the other disciple that the tomb was 
empty, they had heard from Mary Magdalene that ‘I have seen the Lord!’ But 
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they still didn’t understand! Despite Jesus’ teaching they ‘did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead’.  

So they are gathered together behind locked doors trying to comfort each 
other, to come to terms with what had happened…. and then Jesus was with 
them! At this point the disciples must have been incredulous; how could this 
happen, was Jesus really alive? The tomb was empty and the wounds on his 
hands and feet were clearly visible showing continuity with the past.  And yet 
how did he get into the locked room? This shows a new capacity for universal 
presence; the ability to make himself present at any time or place.  

We are told that Jesus stood among them and said ‘Peace be with you’ and we 
are told that they rejoiced. Fear had been turned to peace, terror had been 
replaced with rejoicing.  The impact of Jesus’ presence was transformatory.  

But Thomas wasn’t with the other disciples that evening. We aren’t told why 
he wasn’t there, maybe he was the only one who was brave enough to go out 
we can’t know. But his doubt and incredulity on hearing what the other 
disciples were telling him is not surprising. Was he really to believe that Jesus’ 
body bore the marks of crucifixion? Was he really supposed to believe that he 
could suddenly appear in a locked room? It is not surprising that he doubted; 
‘unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe’.  

When Jesus invited Thomas to put his hand in his wounds he told him ‘do not 
doubt but believe’. Just as he wanted to move the disciples from fear to peace, 
he now also wanted them to move from doubt to belief. From incredulity to 
being able to say ‘My Lord and my God’.  

It is easy to be critical of Thomas for his doubt; but would you have believed? 
We all react differently to circumstances. We all require different levels of 
proof. We all have different levels of faith; and the level of that faith may wax 
and wane over time. Sometimes it is easy; at others it is far from so. Some of 
us are what is sometimes referred to as ‘cradle Christians’ who have grown up 
with a faith from childhood – it has always been part of our lives. Others will 
have had a far more dramatic conversion and will be able to pinpoint the time 
when they moved from doubt (or even disbelief) to faith. Or perhaps for you it 
is somewhere in between.   

I don’t think it matters how we came to believe. I don’t think it even matters 
how strong our faith is. I often cling to the text about the mustard seed, ‘if you 
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have faith the size of a mustard seed….nothing will be impossible’ at times 
when things are tough, when the world seems unfair. Faith and belief is unique 
to each one of us. But where Jesus is clear is that if we accept Jesus into our 
lives we will have life in his name.  

But what about those times when it is hard to believe, when we find it difficult 
to see God in the situation we find ourselves in? We hear that both Her 
Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip had a strong faith but as the Queen and 
her family mourn the loss Prince Philip, it may be hard to have that confidence. 
They may well be feeling lost and anxious. At times like this, when we can’t be 
certain what will happen that we, like Thomas on the other occasion when he 
questions Jesus, want to ask “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” But we need to remember Jesus’ reply, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”. We 
need to hold onto that tiny mustard seed of faith and we can be reassured that 
we will have eternal life.  

 

    

A time of prayer  
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
Let us remind ourselves of how we all belong together through the things in 
which we believe, as at home and in church we say: 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Father. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Son. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit. 
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We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
We are gathered together, each in our own homes or in church,  
in the knowledge of God’s love so, let us pray to our Saviour  
for the Church, the world and ourselves,  
and let us give thanks to God for his goodness.   
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you appeared to your disciples and brought them peace. 
May your church rejoice in your presence and life giving spirit;  
we ask you to bring your peace into our world. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you turned doubt into faith, 
bring us through our doubts,  
so that we may have the strength to proclaim you as Lord and God. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your disciples to bring forgiveness, 
help us to turn our hearts from all that is wrong, 
and help us to do those things which we know we should be doing. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you speak tenderly to the afflicted, 
hold close to you all those who are troubled in body, mind or spirit; 
bring us through times of trial that we may praise and glorify your name. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you were handed over to be crucified so that we may live, 
we pray for all those who have died trusting in this hope,  
and for all who mourn. 
Grant them peace.  
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 
 
Closing prayer  
Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Father, 
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to those who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Son, 
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give us joy as we share the Easter faith. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, 
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower us and fill us with Christ’s peace. 
Amen. 
  
And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
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Hymn: From heaven you came 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4963QPHAIM 
 
From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled;  
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give your life that we might live. 
 This is our God, the Servant King, 
 He calls us now to follow him, 
 To bring our lives as a daily offering 
 Of worship to the Servant King. 
 
There in the garden of tears, 
My heavy load he chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
'Yet not my will but yours,' he said. 
 This is our God… 
 
Come, see his hands and his feet, 
The scars that speak of sacrifice, 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered. 
 This is our God… 
 
So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone him; 
Each other's needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we're serving. 
 This is our God… 
 


