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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church Together – At Church and At Home 

Sunday 29th November 2020 
Advent Sunday 

‘Keep alert, for you do not know when the time will come’ (Mark 13.33)  

  
At church or at home, we’re being church, together 

 

Welcome… to Being Church at Home on Advent 

Sunday.  The Christian year doesn’t begin on New 

Year’s Day, not even on Christmas Day, but four 

Sundays before Christmas, on Advent Sunday.  

‘Advent’ comes from the Latin word adventus: 

‘coming’, and although it’s a serious season and 

full of profound themes, it’s also tinged with 

expectation and hope as we wait for God’s coming 

amongst us.  Nowadays much of the traditional solemnity of Advent is lost in the 

flurry of our pre-Christmas activity, and it’s important that we do our best to 

recapture something of the watching and preparation time as we move from 

darkness to light. 

 

The Bible readings in Advent are full of a sense of impending crisis that’s startlingly 

urgent: we look forward to Christ’s birth, but we do that from the darkness of the 

present moment – a darkness we’ve become so used to that we think it’s just ‘how 

things are’.  That’s why the theme of judgement is so important, to wake us up from 

our complacency and make us ready to welcome the light when it comes. 

 

The liturgical colour for Advent is purple – a royal colour; a solemn colour – 

tempered on the third Sunday with pink, a reminder of the joy of our faith: ‘Rejoice 

in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice’(Philippians 4.4). 
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Until the lifting of lockdown restrictions next week, our churches are closed for public 

worship. The ministry team has created this service for you to use at home, in the 

anticipation that it will help the whole worshipping community, wherever we may be, 

to spend time together with God and to encourage us all to know that we are sharing 

in worship with each other.   

 

As a focus during this time of shared prayer and reflection, you could light a candle at 
the start of the service. 
   

Call to worship 

Lord,  

calm my thoughts  

as I come into your presence to worship you.  

Help me to be open to you, 

to hear your Word, 

proclaim your glory, 

and to watch and wait for the coming of your Son  

this Advent season. 

Focus my mind on your presence.  

Remind me that we are joining together in worship,  

each in our own homes.  

May your name be glorified in this time together,  

in words, in music, in sound, in silence.   

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Lo, he comes with clouds descending  
Read/pray the words or join in here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-5ACjv23-Q 

 
1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for favoured sinners slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train. 
 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 God appears on earth to reign. 
 
2 Every eye shall now behold him 
 robed in glorious majesty; 
 we who set at naught and sold him, 
 pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-5ACjv23-Q
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 deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
 shall the true Messiah see. 
 
3 Sing amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thy eternal throne; 
 Saviour, take the power and glory, 
 claim the kingdom for thine own. 
 Come, Lord Jesus!  Come, Lord Jesus!  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 Everlasting God, come down! 
 Words: C Wesley (1707–1788) and J Cennick (1718–1790)   Tune: HELMSLEY 
 

 
The lighting of the first candle on the Advent wreath: The Patriarchs 
Watch here: https://youtu.be/U65_8FKOUp8 or (see below) read the prayer that 
accompanies the lighting of the first candle. 

 

In both of our churches, we follow the tradition of 
celebrating Advent by lighting candles on an Advent 
wreath.  The purple candles reflect the liturgical 
colour for Advent. The pink candle is lit on the third 
Sunday, when rose-pink vestments are traditionally 
worn.  These candles are lit, Sunday by Sunday, until 
on Christmas Day we light the central white candle. 
 
Each of the four candles reminds us of those who 
prepared for the coming of Christ.  The candle for the 
first Sunday of Advent is for the Patriarchs – 

Abraham, our father in the faith, and David, Jesus’ ancestor (Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, the city of David). 
 
God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 
(Common Worship – Times and Seasons © The Archbishops’ Council, 2006) 

 

https://youtu.be/U65_8FKOUp8
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We pray together and ask for forgiveness 

Lord, there have been times when we have not shared the riches of your 

kingdom with others… 

 

… times when we have taken the easy route and chosen options that take less 

time, less energy, less thought, less love… (take a moment to remember those 

times) 

 

… times when we have turned back to the ways of the world and ignore the 

values of your kingdom… (take a moment to remember those times) 

 

… times when we have lost sight of you and ignored your voice… (in a moment 

of quiet, bring into God’s light your own personal confessions) 

 

Loving God, 

you have been faithful to your people down the ages. 

They hoped and were not disappointed. 

In Jesus they saw you come as one of us, 

sharing our life so that we might share in yours. 

We have known your coming in our lives, 

sometimes in blazes of glory 

and sometimes in quiet moments of knowing that we are loved. 

We know you will come again in glory, 

in light and power that we cannot imagine,  

and that one day all heaven and earth will praise you. 

 

May God, who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour, 

forgive us our sins, 

renew our hope 

and strengthen us with your Word, 

so that we may see your coming in our world 

and share your joy with others. 

Amen. 
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The Collect for the First Sunday of Advent 

Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin 

to the light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

This morning’s readings 
(1) Isaiah 64.1–9   In this passage, Isaiah refers to God being angry.  Anger’s something 

that people are often uncomfortable with in the context of Christian faith. There have been 
some extreme conservative preachers and commentators who’ve described various natural 
disasters and most recently the coronavirus pandemic as God’s response to our moral 
aberrations. And there might be times when we, like the author of Isaiah, wish that God 
would ‘tear open the heavens and come down’ (verse 1) to sort out what we perceive as 
injustices or personal slights.  But doesn’t the passage from Isaiah paint a picture of God 
seething with anger but not expressing it; leaving us to our own self-destructive behaviour? 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
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for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

(2) Mark 13.24–37  
During Advent we prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ.  Anticipating Lent, the season 

also looks ahead to Jesus’ second coming, his final ‘advent’ as judge at the end of time.  If we 

were in church today, it would be good to have the lights would be switched off as we 

listened to this reading!  We’re approaching the darkest time of the year, and these verses 

speak to our sense of ‘Can it possibly get any darker?’ 

 

But Jesus is telling his disciples to keep their eyes open for his coming: ‘Keep awake!’  Advent 

is the time to remind ourselves that we live with a foot in two time zones simultaneously: 

now and eternity. 

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
keep awake.’ 
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This morning’s reflection, with the Revd Jane Isaac, incumbent of the United 
Benefice of St John the Baptist Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 ‘O that you would tear open the heavens and come 

down!’, shouts Isaiah in this morning’s Old Testament 

reading.   With all that 2020’s thrown at us, I guess you, 

like me, are tempted to shout something like that at God 

too: ‘Come on God, get this sorted!  Coronavirus has gone 

on quite long enough!’   

Many of us are weary, down, fed up – and a bit scared as 

well.  So were Isaiah and his people: they longed to see the 

coming of God, but they had their wobbly moments along 

the way. They worried that their traumatic exile had 

happened through their own fault, and were asking 

themselves ‘What will God do to us?’ as their emotions swung backwards and 

forwards between hope and fear. 

‘Why has God deserted us?’ they demand.  ‘No wonder there’s sin!’ they complain, 
‘with God so distant.’  Everything was ok in the good old days of Mount Horeb-style 
doom and disaster, with fire raining down and mountains shaking with awe ‒ the 
traditional authentications of God’s presence.  ‘Do something, God!’ they shout.  
‘Let’s have a bit of activity!’  And then suddenly they pause for breath and they 
remember who God is.  It’s not that God’s hidden from them, just that they’ve been 
too busy to see a world full of signs of God’s mighty power and approaching 
presence.  

In our Gospel reading, we get a similar kind of mixed message.  ‘The Son of Man’ will 

return in glory, Mark explains, but not before his followers have experienced some 

very difficult times.  Mark’s in a hurry ‒ his writing is always action-packed and 

‘immediately’ is one of his favourite words.  He’s blunt and he’s to the point.  ‘Look!’  

he tells us, ‘This Jesus is God’s own son!  Follow him ‒ immediately!’ The chapter 

we’ve read from today is all about the imminent destruction of the Temple in 

Jerusalem: that’s more than a sermon in itself, so for now it’s enough to note that 

Mark’s echoing the apocalyptic language of Old Testament prophecies to warn the 

tiny first-generation Christian Church that it can’t afford to settle down because it 

needs to be constantly reminding itself that great events and terrifying times are just 

ahead.   

We’re feeling a mixture of hope and fear ourselves at the moment.  We want an end 

to the virus, and the pain, deprivation, sadness and loss it’s brought. We long for a 

better world, a safer and more peaceful one, so that Creation to be healed and 

restored. And yet… we know that living in the way that will build that kind of a world 

– God’s way – could be costly.  It might mean, for instance, living more simply, or 

reaching out in love to those whom we don’t really like, or to those who don’t really 
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like us. It might mean that we struggle to see where God is at work in our world or in 

our own lives.  In their different ways, Isaiah and Mark are saying, ‘Wait and see.’  

‘Wait and see the signs of God’s coming,’ they tell us.  ‘Be ready for signs of the 

Kingdom and for God’s promptings to work towards it.  Know that you’re loved, and 

show that love to others.’   

When will we each see God in or through someone’s life?  When will we be aware of 
the closeness of God in our own lives?  When will God challenge us to give freely of 
our love, our support, our forgiveness?  Those are the kind of questions these 
watching and waiting times in Advent give us the opportunity to ask ourselves. 

In Advent we’ve no choice but to watch and wait ‒ to see a world full of signs, joyful 

and terrifying, of the coming of God.  Keep watch, keep awake, be open to see and 

find God among the busy-ness.  And as we watch and wait together, we’ll be 

gathering the strength and the vision to set off on the journey towards becoming the 

people God calls us to be in and through Jesus.  This Advent, through whatever we 

are facing, let’s wait in hope and love.  Amen. 

 

A time of reflection and prayer  

Loving God, 

we are at the start of the Advent journey 

from darkness to light. 

Hear our prayers today as we wait for you 

in fear and despair, in hope and in faith. 

 

Loving God, we pray for your Church. 

We remember particularly the churches in our own deanery of Bishops 

Waltham, as we play our part in helping to shape the future of our diocese and 

parish ministry in the light of the financial and practical challenges posed by the 

coronavirus pandemic.   

 

With worshippers around the diocese we pray:  

Lord our God,  

you make all things new. 

Inspire our lives with your Spirit. 

Renew our prayer with your grace. 

Transform our service with your love. 

In the renewal of our life may your kingdom flourish and your Church thrive 

so that all may come to know and love you 

in your Son Jesus Christ. 
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Lord, hear our prayer 

and lead us all towards your light. 

 

Loving God, we pray for your world. 

So many places in the world are full of darkness.  We pray for all who wait for 

peace, for justice, for their voices to be heard; for all who live in fear of war, of 

violence, abuse or bullying.  We pray that as we set out on the Advent journey 

we will carry God’s light, bringing his love to everyone we meet.  

 

We pray for those who go as peacemakers into troubled situations, that they 

will be given the strength to hold onto God’s light and hold it high for all to see. 

We join with members of the Mothers’ Union as they mark 16 Days of Activism, 

praying for the confidence to speak out with them against the injustice of 

gender-based violence. 

Lord, hear our prayer 

and lead us towards your light. 

 

Loving God, we pray for those in positions of authority. 

… for leaders of countries, governments, churches and communities; for all 

those tasked with making the decisions that affect our lives, that they may act 

with honesty and integrity.  

We ask for understanding for all those who face the challenge of rolling out 

huge vaccination programmes here and across the world. Like them, we need 

to search our hearts to distinguish real injustice from the cruel results of a new 

virus that has no mind, no priorities, no sense of being fair or unfair.  

Grant us watchful patience, Lord.  

Remind us that in anger we lose sight of compassion, of justice, even of truth. 

So keep us in your way,  

alert to the signs of your presence and ready to do your will.  

Lord, hear our prayer 

and lead us all towards your light. 

 

Loving God, we pray for all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
We remember those who are unwell, frightened and lonely, those who are 

waiting for test results, news about their jobs and news of loved ones.  At this 

difficult time it can sometimes feel that we are alone and that God is not with 

us.   
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Lord, we trust in your promise that you will never abandon us,  

and in faith, love and hope we offer you all that we are  

and all that we might become.  

Lord, hear our prayer 

and lead us towards your light. 

 

Loving God, we pray for all who have died. 

We remember those we have loved who are no longer with us; those who live 

on as the hope and inspiration in our lives.  May they rest in peace and rise in 

glory.  We pray for those who are grieving, that they may know themselves to 

be held and loved by God as one of his own children. 

Lord, hear our prayer 

and lead us towards your light. 

 
Loving God,  

we wait for you in fear and despair, in hope and faith. 

As we gather today at the start of the Advent journey, 

we pray that we will reflect your love to the world 

by being people of peace and justice, 

bringing hope, comfort and healing  

as lights in the darkness. 

Amen. 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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Loving God, 

you have been faithful to your people down the ages. 

In Jesus they saw you come as one of us, 

sharing our life so that we might share in yours. 

In this present age,  

send us out to live as children of light. 

 

Take us and use us to love and serve you 

in the power of the Holy Spirit  

and in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Lord, the light of your love 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY 
 

1 Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

 in the midst of the darkness shining; 

 Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

 set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

 Shine on me, shine on me. 

 Shine, Jesus, shine, 

 fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

 blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

 set our hearts on fire. 

 Flow, river, flow, 

 flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

 send forth your word, Lord, 

 and let there be light.  

 

2 As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

 so our faces display your likeness, 

 ever changing from glory to glory, 

 mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 

 Shine on me, shine on me. 

 Shine, Jesus, shine, 

 fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

 blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

 set our hearts on fire. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY
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 Flow, river, flow, 

 flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

 send forth your word, Lord, 

 and let there be light. 
 Words: G Kendrick  (b. 1950)  Tune: SHINE, JESUS, SHINE 

 

Closing prayer  

Loving God,  
even in the darkest night, 
even when there is only one small candle lit, 
your power and love restore us. 
Let your light shine on us as we go from here, 
so that we may be warmed and strengthened 
to light your light all around. 
Amen. 

 

Blessing 
May the peace of God be in our churches. 
May the peace of God be in our homes. 
May the peace of God be in our hearts. 
 
And the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all,  
today and in the days to come. 
Amen. 
 

For now or later: The Advent Prose 

‘The Advent Prose’ is the English name for the Rorate Caeli (‘Drop down, ye 

heavens’), a plainsong-ish hymn with texts taken from Isaiah and said, or more 

usually sung, in churches during the season of Advent. The Rorate section is sung as a 

chorus and the choir take the verses, with the chorus alternating.  

In its Latin form, the Advent Prose is attributed to Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, who 

lived in the fourth century. The English translation is traditional.  I was interested to 

discover that although the English text is 'Drop down, ye heavens...', the Latin verb 

rorare actually means 'to make or deposit dewdrops'! 

Listen to Portsmouth Cathedral choir singing the Advent Prose here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-khC5oGMLMk and see below for the words. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-khC5oGMLMk
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Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let 

the skies pour forth righteousness: let the 

earth be fruitful, and bring forth a Saviour. 

 

Be not very angry, O Lord, neither remember 

our iniquity for ever: 

thy holy cities are a wilderness, Jerusalem a 

desolation: 

our holy and our beautiful house, where our 

fathers praised thee. 

 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let 

the skies pour forth righteousness: let the 

earth be fruitful, and bring forth a Saviour. 

 

We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, 

and we all do fade as a leaf: 

our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 

away; 

thou hast hid thy face from us: 

and hast consumed us, because of our 

iniquities. 

 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let 

the skies pour forth righteousness: let the 

earth be fruitful, and bring forth a Saviour. 

 

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my 

servant whom I have chosen; 

that ye may know me and believe me: 

I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there 

is no Saviour: 

and there is none that can deliver out of my 

hand. 

 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let 

the skies pour forth righteousness: let the 

earth be fruitful, and bring forth a Saviour. 

 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry: 

I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: 

fear not for I will save thee: 

for I am the Lord thy God, the holy one of Israel, thy Redeemer. 
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Note: This service draws on material from the following sources: www.rootsontheweb.com [accessed 27  

November 2020]; New Patterns for Worship (CHP, 2008) ed D Murrie and H Bruce, Worship Through the 

Christian Year (National Society, 1998); J Brind and T Wilkinson, Creative Ideas for Whole Church Family 

Worship (Canterbury Press, 2011); http://chantblog.blogspot.com/2010/11/advent-prose.html [accessed 27 

November 2020]; https://www.mothersunion.org/16-days-activism-and-global-day-resources-2020 [accessed 

27 November 2020]. 
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