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Being Church at Home 

Morning Prayer 

The First Sunday of Advent 

29th November 2020 

 

 

 

 

United Benefice of Shedfield and Wickham 

We encourage you to use this service of Morning Prayer to join in with the ministry 

team and with others who are praying them around the Benefice.  

This form of prayer is being used by Christians throughout the Church. Although 

you may be on your own remember that you are praying with others. This is why 

the prayers are written using the plural.  

You may wish to pray them on your own or with your family. The leader’s part 

and congregational responses are left in in case you are with someone else. If 

you are praying on your own please use all the phrases.  
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Preparation 
   O Lord, open our lips 
All    and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
  Reveal among us the light of your presence 
All    that we may behold your power and glory. 

 
  Blessed are you, Sovereign God of all, 
  to you be praise and glory for ever. 
  In your tender compassion 
  the dawn from on high is breaking upon us 
  to dispel the lingering shadows of night. 
  As we look for your coming among us this day, 
  open our eyes to behold your presence 
  and strengthen our hands to do your will, 
  that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 
  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 
1     The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it,  ♦ 

 the compass of the world and all who dwell therein. 
 

2     For he has founded it upon the seas  ♦ 
 and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
 

3     ‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord,  ♦ 
 or who can rise up in his holy place?’ 
 

4     ‘Those who have clean hands and a pure heart,  ♦ 
 who have not lifted up their soul to an idol, 

nor sworn an oath to a lie; 
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5     ‘They shall receive a blessing from the Lord,  ♦ 
 a just reward from the God of their salvation.’  
 

6     Such is the company of those who seek him,  ♦ 
 of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 
 

7     Lift up your heads, O gates; 

  be lifted up, you everlasting doors;  ♦ 
 and the King of glory shall come in. 
 

8     ‘Who is the King of glory?’  ♦ 
 ‘The Lord, strong and mighty,  
 the Lord who is mighty in battle.’ 
 

9    Lift up your heads, O gates; 

be lifted up, you everlasting doors;  ♦ 
 and the King of glory shall come in. 
 

10   ‘Who is this King of glory?’  ♦ 
 ‘The Lord of hosts, 

he is the King of glory.’    Psalm 24 

 
All     Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 
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As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All    Amen. 

 
The Word of God  
Psalmody  
Psalm 44 
1     We have heard with our ears, O God, our forebears have told 

 us,  ♦ 
 all that you did in their days, in time of old; 
 

2    How with your hand you drove out nations and planted us 

 in,  ♦ 
 and broke the power of peoples and set us free. 
 

3     For not by their own sword did our ancestors take the land  ♦ 
 nor did their own arm save them, 
 

4     But your right hand, your arm, and the light of your 

 countenance,  ♦ 
 because you were gracious to them. 
 

5     You are my King and my God,  ♦ 
 who commanded salvation for Jacob. 

 

6     Through you we drove back our adversaries;  ♦ 
 through your name we trod down our foes. 
 

7     For I did not trust in my bow;  ♦ 
 it was not my own sword that saved me; 

https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter#mm13a
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8     It was you that saved us from our enemies  ♦ 
 and put our adversaries to shame. 
 

9     We gloried in God all the day long,  ♦ 
 and were ever praising your name. 
 

10   But now you have rejected us and brought us to shame,  ♦ 
 and go not out with our armies. 
 

11   You have made us turn our backs on our enemies,  ♦ 
 and our enemies have despoiled us. 
 

12   You have made us like sheep to be slaughtered,  ♦ 
 and have scattered us among the nations. 
 

13   You have sold your people for a pittance  ♦ 
 and made no profit on their sale. 
 

14   You have made us the taunt of our neighbours,  ♦ 
 the scorn and derision of those that are round about us. 
 

15   You have made us a byword among the nations;  ♦ 
 among the peoples they wag their heads. 
 

16   My confusion is daily before me,  ♦ 
 and shame has covered my face, 
 

17   At the taunts of the slanderer and reviler,  ♦ 
 at the sight of the enemy and avenger. 
 

18   All this has come upon us, 

though we have not forgotten you  ♦ 
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 and have not played false to your covenant. 

19   Our hearts have not turned back,  ♦ 
 nor our steps gone out of your way, 
 

20   Yet you have crushed us in the haunt of jackals,  ♦ 
 and covered us with the shadow of death. 
 

21   If we have forgotten the name of our God,  ♦ 
 or stretched out our hands to any strange god, 
 

22   Will not God search it out?  ♦ 
 For he knows the secrets of the heart. 
 

23   But for your sake are we killed all the day long,  ♦ 
 and are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
 

24   Rise up! Why sleep, O Lord?  ♦ 
 Awake, and do not reject us for ever. 
 

25   Why do you hide your face  ♦ 
 and forget our grief and oppression? 
 

26   Our soul is bowed down to the dust;  ♦ 
 our belly cleaves to the earth. 
 

27   Rise up, O Lord, to help us  ♦ 
 and redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love. 

 
All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now: 
and shall be for ever.  Amen.  
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Scripture Reading 
Isaiah 2 1-5  
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established 
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 3 

    Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in 
his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,   and the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O 
house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

 
Canticle 
All     Lift up your voice with strength, 

 O herald of good tidings. 

1     The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  ♦ 
 the desert shall blossom and burst into song. 
 

2     They shall see the glory of the Lord,  ♦ 
 the majesty of our God. 
 

3     Strengthen the weary hands,  ♦ 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
 

4     Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, 

your God is coming with judgement,  ♦ 
 coming with judgement to save you.’ 
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5     Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  ♦ 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 

6     Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  ♦ 
 and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 
 

7     For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  ♦ 
 and streams in the desert; 
 

8     The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  ♦ 
 with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
 

9     Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  ♦ 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
      Isaiah 35.1,2b-4a,4c-6,10 

All     Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
All     Lift up your voice with strength, 

 O herald of good tidings. 

 
Scripture Reading  
Luke 12 35-48 
35 ‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who 
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so 
that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks 
37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 
eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle 
of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 ‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour 
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the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken 
into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.’ 
 
41 Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for 
everyone?’ 42 And the Lord said, ‘Who then is the faithful and prudent 
manager whom his master will put in charge of his slaves, to give them 
their allowance of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that slave 
whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 44 Truly I tell you, he 
will put that one in charge of all his possessions. 45 But if that slave says 
to himself, “My master is delayed in coming”, and if he begins to beat 
the other slaves, men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 
46 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, 
and put him with the unfaithful. 47 That slave who knew what his 
master wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted, 
will receive a severe beating. 48 But one who did not know and did what 
deserved a beating will receive a light beating. From everyone to whom 
much has been given, much will be required; and from one to whom 
much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded. 

 
Responsory 
  Now it is time to awake out of sleep, 
All     for the night is far spent and the day is at hand.  
  Now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed, 
All     for the night is far spent. 
  Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
  and put on the armour of light, 
All     for the day is at hand. 
  Put on the Lord Jesus Christ 
  and make no provision for the flesh, 
All     for the night is far spent and the day is at hand. 

from Romans 13 
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Gospel Canticle 

All     Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, 
 and see the glory that is coming from God.  

 

1      Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,  ♦ 
who has come to his people and set them free. 
 

2     He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  ♦ 
born of the house of his servant David. 

 

3   Through his holy prophets God promised of old  ♦ 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate 
us, 

 

4     To show mercy to our ancestors,  ♦ 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
 

5     This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  ♦ 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 

6     Free to worship him without fear,  ♦ 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

 
7     And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 

High,  ♦ 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 

8     To give his people knowledge of salvation  ♦ 
by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

 

9     In the tender compassion of our God  ♦ 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
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10   To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 

death,  ♦ 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.    

Luke 1.68-79 

 
All     Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
All     Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, 

 and see the glory that is coming from God.  
 

 
Prayers 
  Lord Jesus Christ, we look to your coming again. 
  Come among us with mercy and judgement.  
  When you come may we be found prepared  
  and ready to greet you with faith and hope. 
  Set the heart of your Church on your redeeming presence.  
 
  Lord Jesus Christ, we look to your coming again. 
  Come among the nations with mercy and judgement. 
  Keep those in government and authority  
  alert to your justice and peace. 
  Expand the vision of your people to that of your eternity. 
 
  Lord Jesus Christ, we look to your coming again.  
  Come among our communities and homes with mercy and 

 judgement.  
  Mould us as the potter shapes the clay, 
  we are the work of your hands and rejoice in your gift. 



12 
 

  Lord Jesus Christ, we look to your coming again.  
  Come among all who are ill with mercy and judgement. 
  Give them the time and space to feel and your love. 
  Strengthen and hold them in the palm of your hand. 
  
  Lord Jesus Christ, we look to your coming again.  
  Come among us at the hour of our death with mercy and 

 judgement. 
  Gather your faithful ones to your eternal home.  
 
For all those affected by coronavirus 

 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 you taught us to love our neighbour, 
 and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. 
 In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, 
 to tend the sick,  
 and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, 
 for your name’s sake. 
 Amen. 
 
The Collect for the First Sunday of Advent  
   Almighty God, 
  give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
  and to put on the armour of light, 
  now in the time of this mortal life, 
  in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
  that on the last day, 
  when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
    to judge the living and the dead, 
  we may rise to the life immortal; 
  through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 



13 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
  Awaiting his coming in glory, 
  let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  

  the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Conclusion 

 
  May the Lord, when he comes, 
  find us watching and waiting. 
All    Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
All     Thanks be to God. 


