
Welcome back:
 

re-opens for private prayer, 
1100 – 1300 Daily�

July 2020: on line and by collection
 - see inside for details

Parish Office: 01329 832 162

admin@stjohnthebaptistshedfield.com

www.stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SHEDFIELD

600 printed copies of the Parish magazine are available free of charge this month from local outlets

And from July 5th limted
services. Please check our

website or the Church
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, SHEDFIELD 

PARISH MAGAZINE
SHEDFIELD  -  SHIRRELL HEATH  -  WALTHAM CHASE

It is hard to believe that I have now been in the Bene�ice for a year – and what 

a year it has been! As I have re�lected here previously, life in ministry is hugely 

variable and unpredictable but this time last year I could never have imagined 

quite how different that ministry was to become.  

As you read this I should be on retreat preparing for my Ordination as Priest 

on 4th July and then celebrating my �irst Eucharist on 5th July. But due to the 

coronavirus this, like so many other things, has been put on hold. My mother 

celebrated her 80th birthday during lockdown, but without the family gather-

ing and party this would normally have entailed. My son should have just 

�inished his GCSEs and my daughter, who was a chorister at Salisbury Cathe-

dral, has probably sung her last service with the choir. However, despite all that has been different and 

uncertain over the last few months; I am hugely appreciative that as a family we have all remained healthy. 

I have been able to spend far more time with my children than I would normally be able to and have 

enjoyed that very much.  I have been able to get to know my neighbours better as we all stand, socially 

distanced, on our driveways and clapped for the carers and on our daily exercise we have noted that when 

someone asks ‘how are you?’ , they genuinely seem to care about the answer. 

However, I am also very conscious that this has been an extremely dif�icult and challenging time for many. 

There are many families who have faced bereavement, both due to Covid-19 and due to other causes, and 

have been unable to mark that in the way that they would have expected. Many couples have had to post-

pone their weddings. There are those whose mental health has suffered as they try to deal with the loneli-

ness, the uncertainty and the fear that the pandemic has generated. There are those who have been 

trapped in their homes with an abusive partner. There are many ways in which people have suffered 

during the lockdown and my thoughts and prayers go out to them all.

During lockdown the Government ordered that all places of worship should be closed. This was hard for 

many, and was certainly not something that theological training had prepared me for! Whilst it is clear 

that Jesus taught us that the Church is the people, rather than the building, it was very hard not to be able 

to go into our Church building, not to be worshipping there as people have over the generations and not to 

be meeting together in that worship.  But that didn’t meant that the church hasn’t been here throughout 

the time of lockdown.  We have developed ‘Being Church at Home’ which is available on the Church web-

site and which has been accessed by both our regular congregations but also by others, both locally and 

further a�ield, who don’t necessarily come to church regularly. We have learned to use Zoom and access 

webinars and even how to upload videos to YouTube. 

From the 15th June we have been able to open the church for private prayer and it was tremendously 

exciting on that Monday morning to push open the doors of our church buildings and let the sunlight in.  

As you read this we may be able to open for public worship but I suspect it will be a long time before we 

are able to operate normally. But we will continue to be here and to serve the community in whatever way 

we can.

Rev. Ruth Shipley. 

LETTER FROM THE CURATE

This month, with the generous help of McCarthy’s Fruit & Vegetables, Winchester Road, the Waltham 

Chase Post Of�ice, Waltham Chase Village Stores and the Rising Sun, Swanmore - 600 copies are availa-

ble for collection or will be sent out with orders, these are primarily for those without internet access, 

the magazine is available on line at;- www.stjohnthebaptistshed�ield.org.uk/parish-magazine/



he annual Historic Churches Trust Ride & Stride is sched-

uled this year for Saturday 12th September.   Participants 

are invited to plan a day out (between 10.00am and 

6.00pm) travelling by any means to enjoy the countryside 

whilst looking round the local churches.  At the time of 

writing there can be no certainty that visits will not be 

subject to regulation, but it should be possible at least to 

view the church from outside.

Our churches have beautiful churchyards and these 

provide havens for wildlife including humans who can 

�ind a bench to perch on whilst resting on a hike or bike 

ride – indeed during lockdown these were the easiest 

places to use for rest stops given that pubs are closed.

The present constraints on churches are reducing income 

severely, and sponsorship is all the more valuable.  The 

money raised is divided equally between the Trust and 

the Parish Church designated by the participant; the 

Trust considers bids from participant churches to help 

with essential maintenance. 

For more information and sponsorship forms please 

contact Robert Goulson (01329 832915 / rgoul-

son@btinternet.com) or Danny Dubois (01329 833073 / 

duboisjd@btinternet.com) 

RIDE & STRIDE – 12TH SEPTEMBER 2020

ECO Tips.
Plastic – consumption of single use plastic has risen since Covid for good reasons, recycling has increased; but 

demand for recycled plastic has fallen as new plastic is cheaper to make now the oil price is so low. So please contin-

ue avoid using plastic unnecessarily, reuse and recycle!

Water – try not to waste it – use rain butt water and washing up water for plants rather than the mains.

Transport – we will want and need to make more journeys and public transport will be limited and carry a small 

risk so is this the time to change that elderly polluting car or invest in an electric bike? 

 
 

Perhaps you could draw a picture of someone who helps you – cut out the picture and put it next to your
bed – and every time you look at the picture say THANK YOU to God for that person

For more ideas visit our Messy Church Page at http://www.stnicholaswickham.org.uk/messy-church/

To find out more: call Sue Pittam (Messy Team Leader) on 01329 828 589 and visit www.messychurch.org.uk

Build a coin tower
Polish a coin to make it 

shiny – this is easy if you 
dip it in a small plasHc 

container with some white 
vinegar and a pinch of salt

Coin rubbing Place some coins under 
the paper and rub with a crayon  

Something to Look Forward to?

In June our theme was giving and helping and our story was called 
Two Small Coins – you can read it on our website - and you could try 
some of these crafts at home 

MESSY CHURCH AT HOME



Robert Goulson and I have drawn your attention to this 

year’s event on Saturday 12th September which we hope 

can still take place. Last year I planned and fully recon-

noitred, a route to be done with my ‘city slicker’ Jewish 

friends. In the event my friends were not able to make it 

so I did it on my own in perfect weather. I thought readers 

might like to know about this route which was designed 

for 2 middle-aged men and a lady keeping up on an 

electric bike!

I started at our church, St John the Baptist, Shed�ield 

SO32 2HY and headed North taking in the chapels and 

churches of Shirrell heath and Swanmore,  then to Bish-

op’s Waltham and on via Dundridge gradually climbing to 

Shepherds Down, turning left to cross Corhampton Lane 

and up Beacon Hill Lane to the South Downs Way – the 

highest point before descending to Exton and the church 

of St Peter & St Paul. Using the pavement along the right 

side of the A32 to Corhampton as there is no minor road 

option to the Saxon Church and its venerable Yew then to 

Meonstoke. Via the railway line to Droxford then 

doubling back to the railway line to reach Soberton and 

lunch in the lovely churchyard after 14.7 miles and 679ft 

climb. I completed the circuit via Newtown, North Boar-

hunt to St Nicholas, Wickham and my church – another 

11 miles or so. The good thing about the route is the main 

uphill is early on and never too steep!

Even if the churches will be closed this year, our church-

yards are very good for stopping and resting and of 

course safely socialising!

Danny Dubois, Editor and church representative for St 

John the Baptist. 

 MY BIKE RIDE FOR RIDE & STRIDE SEPTEMBER 2019

Photo – The Yew Tree at the Saxon 

church Corhampton.

Photo – St Andrew’s Church Meonstoke – 

(I arrived just before a wedding!)

COVID PHOTO GALLERY

Covid Photogallery Hotchkiss daisies



Revd Jane writes…Back in the ‘old normal’ the choirs and 

congregations of the two churches in the United Bene�ice 

have been coming together for a shared service to celebrate 

the Feast of the Birth of St John the Baptist, the saint for 

whom Shed�ield parish church is named.  With churches 

still closed because of the Covid-19 pandemic, this year’s 

‘new normal’ meant that we shared this patronal festival 

service together but apart, each of us online in our own 

homes.

John’s mother, Elizabeth, was Mary’s cousin.  He’s often 

described as the ‘forerunner of Christ’, a prophet preaching 

in the desert, telling people to live the lives that God intend-

ed for them and to be baptised as a sign of their repentance 

of their sins.  Jesus was baptised by John and was revealed 

as the Son of God. 

Intriguingly, Shed�ield church’s 

patron saint doesn’t feature in 

its wide variety of stained-glass 

windows.  Look closely though, 

and you might spot a roundel 

right at the top of the great East 

window behind the altar which 

pictures a lamb holding a 

banner – when Jesus came to 

John to be baptised, John 

declared ‘Behold the Lamb of God’, the words traditionally 

written in Latin (Ecce Agnus Dei) on a �lag or standard 

carried by a lamb in depictions of John the Baptist.

Way back last year the Ministry team invited the Very Revd 

Anthony Cane, Dean of Portsmouth, to preach at Shed�ield’s 

patronal festival service, and we were delighted that he 

was still able to join in with the service, albeit via a pre-re-

corded video link.  Here’s the re�lection he shared.

From the Dean of Portsmouth, the Very Revd Anthony 
Cane

It’s a great pleasure for me to be 

with you, albeit digitally rather 

than physically, for your patronal 

festival, and I send you warm 

greetings and prayers from your 

cathedral church.   And now may I 

speak in the name of the living God, 

who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

A saint is not like a celebrity, or 

even a hero, in the modern sense.  

For the stories of the saints are not ultimately about them, 

but about the One whom they serve.  Those stories have 

their memorable elements, such as John the Baptist’s diet 

of locusts and wild honey, or St Francis preaching to the 

animals, but their proper signi�icance can only be seen in 

their following of Jesus Christ.  

The great Swiss reformed theologian Karl Barth kept the 

same picture above his writing desk for �ifty years.  For him 

Matthias Grunewald’s painting of the cruci�ixion was a vital 

visual aid, a constant reminder of his role as theologian He 

especially saw great signi�icance in the portrayal of John 

the Baptist, standing by the cross, pointing towards the 

suffering person of Christ.  In the printout below, you might 

just about be able to see the Latin text behind his right arm: 

from John 3.30, ‘He must increase, but I must decrease.’

Barth was struck by Grünewald’s representation of John 

the Baptist’s hand, especially (and I quote) ‘his prodigious 

index �inger.  Could anyone point away from himself more 

impressively and completely?  John serves as a sign for us 

too.  We are to be who and what John was.’ Karl Barth’s 

prodigious un�inished masterpiece, the thirteen-volume 

Church Dogmatics, unswervingly points to Christ, a 

commitment backed up by his actions.  In 1934 Barth draft-

ed the Barmen Declaration, rejecting the in�luence of 

Nazism on German Christianity, and in 1935 was dismissed 

from his professorial post in Bonn for refusing to swear an 

oath to Hitler.

Barth was not quite so impressive in his personal relation-

ships, for reasons I won’t go into here.  But his feet of clay 

offer a further reason why it is right for Christian disciples 

to point away from ourselves, to the source and foundation 

of our faith.   For all of us are a heady mix of saint and 

sinner, gifts and weaknesses.  And for that reason, to allude 

to a contemporary controversy; we tend to be careful about 

statues or portraits of well-known Christians.  Last week 

saw the feast day of St Richard of Chichester, and when a 

new icon was commissioned for the Cathedral where he’d 

been bishop, the artist portrayed him gesturing in the 

direction of his Lord and Master Jesus Christ, on whom he 

is focused.  

St Richard was rather different �igure to John the Baptist, 

not least in the good humour for which he was renowned.  I 

rather like that: yes, we are called to help others if we can, 

and to work for racial and other forms of justice, and do all 

we are able to build God’s kingdom, but none of that is any 

excuse for losing our sense of humour.  Cheerfulness is a 

Christian virtue too.  

We, the body of Christ in this diocese of Portsmouth, are 

not called to be celebrities, nor heroes, but rather      saints, 

not wanting the focus to be on us, but on our Lord and 

Saviour.  Our vocation, as disciples and as a church, is both 

to point to Christ, and to become like Christ, in our particu-

lar circumstances.  Like Karl Barth in the twentieth century, 

we can still take inspiration in 2020 Covid-19 Britain from 

the prodigious index �inger of your patron John the Baptist.   

We are still learning from him that Christ must increase, 

and we decrease.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH PATRONAL FESTIVAL, 21ST JUNE 2020

Matthias Grünewald
(c1480–1528): The Cruci�ixion:

oil on panel, 1510–1515

Bishop Christopher, Revd Juliet and 
Revd Jane with St John the Baptist 
CofE Primary School's Spirit Team:

dedication of the chasuble and stoles 
designed and made by Years 5 and 6 

for Patronal Festival 2018



Revd Jane Isaac, Vicar of Shed�ield, gives us an update 
on church opening and online services.

On March 23rd, Govern-

ment and Church of 

England regulations 

required us to close St John 

the Baptist Church in Shed-

�ield, along with the Shed-

�ield Study Centre.  With the 

easing of lockdown, parish 

priests were given the 

option of opening churches 

for individual private prayer 

– and I’m delighted to be 

able to share the news that 

with the support of the 

churchwardens Adrian and Carol, verger Julia and Ian, the 

PCC’s Health and Safety representative, – on June 15th I 

was able to take down the ‘Church closed until further 

notice’ signs and open the doors for the �irst time in many 

weeks.  For the time being, and for as long as we’re able to 

sustain it – and 

members of the 

local community 

take up the oppor-

tunity – the church-

es will be open or 

private prayer 

b e t w e e n 

11.00am–1.00pm 

every day, includ-

ing Sundays.  Find 

out more from the 

church website; 

w w w. s t j o h n t h e -

b a p t i s t s h e d -

�ield.org.uk.

At the time of 

writing* it’s possi-

ble that the 

Government may 

give the go-ahead 

for places of worship to be opened for public worship from 

Sunday, 5th July.  This is fantastic news, but please do bear 

in mind that as yet this is by no means either de�inite or 

compulsory and our return to church is going to be as 

challenging as it is exciting!  Make sure to check the website 

for the latest information about Sunday worship, and don’t 

forget that, should we be able to hold services in church, 

the pattern of services will be very different.  Whilst 

Covid-19 restrictions remain in place we 

cannot, for example, return to an ‘old normal’ pattern of 

communion services at two churches every Sunday.  And as 

those you who’ve already visited St John the Baptist Church 

for private prayer will have realised, coming back to church 

is not as simple as just opening the doors!  Social distancing 

means restricted numbers, hand sanitiser dispensers are in 

place, stringent cleaning measures are required of us, 

designated entrance and exit doors and seating areas are 

signposted and for the time being we’re unable to use 

hymnbooks and service booklets.  As always, check on the 

church website for the latest information about the return 

to public worship.

As the ministry team has said right from the beginning of 

lockdown, it’s important that we stay focussed on what we 

can do and not what we can’t.  Getting churches open at any 

cost isn’t the point of all this: what really matters is making 

sure that St John the Baptist Church is a safe, welcoming, 

Covid 19-aware place for those who come for worship or in 

search of a quiet space in their lives.  Social distancing, 

shielding and self-isolation mean that everyone’s having to 

learn how to keep in touch with each other in different 

kinds of ways, and that includes the church family here in 

the United Bene�ice of Shed�ield and Wickham too. That’s 

why we’ll be continuing the Being Church at Home services 

so that we can worship together whether or not we’re in 

church.  

Each Sunday specially-written services are posted on the 

church website and linked to the village Facebook pages 

too.  There are daily prayer ideas, along with the bene�ice’s 

own Sunday morning prayer service and a more informal 

Sunday service with a re�lection on the Gospel reading, 

prayers and hymns.  There’s also an act of spiritual 

communion and a monthly evensong service.  Being 

Church at Home services are intentionally simple in their 

layout so that those of you who prefer a hard copy can 

easily print out a service booklet – and it is very good to be 

away from a screen sometimes, isn’t it!  Live streaming is 

proving dif�icult from our churches, so occasionally we will 

be pre-recording worship and the ministry team’s weekly 

re�lections on YouTube: you’ll �ind the links via the Being 

Church at Home page on the website.  If you know of some-

one without internet access who’d appreciate a printed 

copy of the Sunday services, do let me know (my contact 

details are on the inside front cover of the magazine) so 

that we can make arrangements for that to happen. 

A wonderful variety of bible study and worship material’s 

available online at the moment: in fact, there’s so much that 

it’s hard to know where to start!  From our own experience, 

the ministry team recommends getting underway by 

following the links from the Church of England’s website:

https://www.churchofengland.org/

and the Diocese of Portsmouth’s own website:

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/

Both will take you to all kinds of opportunities, including 

live streamed worship from churches around the country 

and our own Portsmouth Cathedral.

*Written on 18th June 2020 – please be aware that Govern-

ment and Church of England regulations may have been 

changed or amended by the time you read this. For the 

latest Church of England Covid-19 guidelines on church 

opening and maintenance, public worship, weddings and 

funerals please go to www.churchofengland.org/more/-

media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches

BEING CHURCH AT HOME



Not being immune to the �inancial aspect of Covid-19 and 

to ensure that MU volunteers and workers across the 

world can continue to serve families, support communi-

ties and show God’s love, just as it has done for 150 years, 

The Mothers Union was forced to launch an urgent 

appeal amongst its members  towards the £1 million 

target which is needed annually to continue the crucial 

work of Mother’s Union worldwide. At least half of that 

amount was raised quickly and continues to rise.

Local Shed�ield branch members have also stepped up 

their support in the community during this pandemic. 

Alongside �inding new ways to meet and support each 

other in fellowship, online, by phone, by post and more 

recently by meeting up safely, we have responded to 

requests from staff in community care settings such as 

care homes and hospitals. Working safely in isolation we 

have made scrub bags and written letters to staff in care 

homes, as a change to making our usual knitted items and 

emergency wash bags for Q.A. hospital. 

On Monday 15th June, we joined in with other MU mem-

bers across the diocese of Portsmouth in a 3 day “Wave of 

Prayer”, praying for members all over the world and the 

important work of the Mothers’ Union Worldwide.

One of members, Jacky Wood, initiated a project amongst 

our MU members which we thought we would extend to 

the rest of the community. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH MOTHERS’ UNION

It was suggested that our members might like to compose a Haiku poem about the Pandemic which can be later            

collated and shared.  I am enjoying receiving these and have made a folder to show them all off.  Please do feel encour-

aged to ‘have a go’ and send them to me.   jackywood@hotmail.com

How to Write a Haiku Poem 

a short three-line poem that uses sensory language to capture 

a feeling or image. Haiku poetry was originally developed by       

Japanese poets. They are often inspired by nature,  Traditional 

haiku often consist of 17 "syllables" in three phrases/lines of 

5, 7, and 5, respectively.

Editor: A familiar Haiku would be our Agnus Dei as printed in 

our order of service –

Lamb of God, you take
Away the sin of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Shed�ield Mothers Union has recently lost a dear, and 

much valued, friend. Peggy was in her hundredth year 

and would have reached her centenary in November this 

year.  Sadly, due to current circumstances, many of her 

friends were unable to go to her funeral but a memorial 

celebration is planned for November when we hope to be 

able to gather to remember Peggy.  Shed�ield W.I. where 

Peggy was the oldest member also hopes to hold a 

celebration of her life and long membership. She joined 

the W.I. when she left school.

Peggy was Hampshire born and bred, an only child, born 

in Leckford near Andover and later moved to the tiny 

village of Horsebridge, near Kings Somborne where she 

went to school. Her parents ran the Railway Inn where 

Peggy helped out when she left school. Peggy’s prowess 

at darts was recalled by her granddaughter at the funeral!  

Peggy joined the ATS when war broke out and worked in 

Winchester Barracks for the princely sum of ten shillings 

a week. She married Francis, a Royal Marine, when she 

was 21, having met seven years previously. After the war 

they settled in Gosport and had two daughters. Peggy had 

a strong association with the Church and joined the 

Mothers Union and was often secretary or treasurer. 

Peggy was a homemaker most of her life but had some 

part-time jobs when her daughters left home. Her 

lifelong (and until recently) yoga practice must have had 

something to do with her incredible �itness and energy 

for life. In 1989 Peggy and Francis moved to live at The 

Bothy at Spencer Place, owned by her daughter Sandy 

and husband. Sadly Peggy’s husband died in 1991 just 

before their Golden Wedding. Peggy continued to look 

after her grandchildren and also worked at her daugh-

ter’s surgery at Cowplain. Peggy only gave up driving 

recently.

Peggy loved gardening and was happy to mow the lawn at 

90! She enjoyed her various meetings and attended the 

monthly church lunch club. At all these events Peggy was 

immaculately dressed with matching accessories. 

A wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother and 

friend, Peggy was all these to so many. As our vicar, Revd. 

Jane said at her funeral she was held and loved by God 

during her life and will be in the world to come.

PEGGY KATHLEEN CLARK
19th November1920–13th May 2020



EDUCATION SUPPORT.  

The club is providing two ‘Chrome Books’ for home 

learning to St John the Baptist Primary school, Waltham 

Chase, and similar offers are being discussed with other 

local schools.

CORONAVIRUS. Patients in Clarke Ward, one of the 

Covid-19 isolation wards at the Royal Hampshire 

County Hospital, Winchester, are bene�iting from the 

club’s donation of three televisions; as some of the new 

isolation rooms, formerly used as outpatient testing 

rooms, lack TV facilities. See pictures of BW Rotarian 

Ian Treveil and colleagues with the newly installed 

televisions, which were enthusiastically received. Ian 

said: “I took them into two of the rooms where the 

patients were really pleased with them.”

LUNCH CLUB DONATION. 

Thought you might like to see this! BW Rotary Club 

were concerned about all our oldies who are missing 

the Lunch Club, and donated funds for those who were 

thought to be struggling the most. Gwen prepared all 

the veg and took them to Vanessa, who cooked the meal 

at home. As you see, the meals were delivered by Simon 

and Gill. 

Mike.berry@bishopswalthamrotary.org.uk 

BISHOP’S WALTHAM ROTARY 

Covid Televisions

Chrome Computers

Simon and Gill doing the delivery

COVID PHOTO GALLERY

Covid Photogallery Swans June 20 - Gill Moody

Covid Photogallery Poppies June 20 - Gill Moody



Computer Problems Solved
A qualified & experienced
Computer Engineer who
can efficiently solve all

your home and business
computer needs.

For a friendly, no obligation quote call:

Chris Guénier 01489 890738
07962 641796

Pat Staples Interiors
INTERIOR DESIGN, FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS

Unit 3, Claylands Road, Bishop’s Waltham,
Southampton, SO32 1BH

Tel: 01489 892626
E-mail: sales@patstaplesinteriors.co.uk

You can t

www.patstaplesinteriors.co.uk

Interior Design
Measuring & Fitting service
Curtains & Blinds
Carpets & Floorcovering
Upholstery & Re-upholstery
Fabric, Wallpaper & Paint

TRADING LOCALLY SINCE 1993

http://www.cps-ltd.org.uk
info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk

CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

RED LION STREET (off High Strret)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM

Home visits willingly undertaken

01489 896141

FREE
INITIAL
OFFICE

INTERVIEW

Personal service by the partners
Colin Chamberlain & Henry Mundy

We can help you with a wide range
of legal services including

Conveyancing, Probate and Wills
Email: info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

The Paschal candle: beautifully restored in time for 

Easter 2020 by Adrian Johnson and Rob Helsen - It 

could not be used until the Church re-opened for 

private prayer on June 15th.

South Hampshire Mowers
Sales, Service, Repairs

All brands of garden machinery
Stihl, Husqvarna, Hayter, Honda, Danarm

Including ride-ons, pedestrian, 
compact tractors.

Part exchange welcome

Competitive prices on new machines

Based in Denmead covering 
the Meon valley area

With a collection and delivery service 

Phone Richard on 07930 229649
E-mail  - southhantsmowers@gmail.com



DIAMOND
Carpentry & Construction
All aspects of Carpentry & Building work undertaken
Qualified & Insured Reliable & Trustworthy High Quality Workmanship

Contact Mike Emmence for a free quotation

Extensions - Refurbishments - New Builds

Kitchens/Bathrooms - Doors & Windows - Bespoke Joinery

Gates, Fencing & Decking - Landscaping

Car Ports & Garden Buildings

Mob: 07530 966318   Tel: 01489 895316
Email: sales@diamondcarpentry.com

www.diamondcarpentry.com

Bricklaying
Civil Engineering
UPVC Windows & Doors
Plastic Facias & Soffit
Concretes
Loft Conversions
Roofing - pitch and flat
Painting
Conservatories

Digger Hire
Drainage
Fencing

Plastering
Driveways
Plumbing
Garages

Carpentry
Electrics

AMG BG L I& N R
Planning Work

Extension
Alteration • Renovation

For free estimates, please phone Rob on:
01489 891801

All Types of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken 
Professionally Qualified & Fully Insured 

20+ Years of Local Experience  •  Free Estimates & Advice

Mobile: 07875 557961 • Land: 01489 895890
Email: leeacooper@talktalk.net 

WICKHAM CAR SERVICING

• Local Collection & Delivery Service
• All Makes & Models serviced
• Tyres, Brakes, Batteries, Exhausts.
• Air Conditioning Service & Repairs
• Engine & Gearbox repairs
• DPF & Fuel System Cleaning
• Mobile Servicing & Repairs
• Light Vehicle Recovery
• Courtesy Vans & Cars
• Trackers & Dash Cams fitted
• Class 4 & 7 Mots
• Welding & General repairs
• Blue Light Card Discount

MILL LANE, WICKHAM, FAREHAM PO17 5HY

T: 01329 832552

RJS Fencing Contractors
Equestrian Fencing
• Electric Fencing
• Equifence
• Post & Rail
• Stake & Rail 
• Permanent 
 Electric Fencing

Domestic Fencing
• Closeboard
• Panel Fencing
• Trellis
• Picket Fencing
• Dog Proof Fencing
• Post & Rail

Agricultural Fencing
• Stock Fence
• Deer Fence
• Post & Rail
• Stake & Rail 
• Permanent 
 Electric Fencing

Call Richard on 07930 229649

TOE BUSINESS
Above the Chemist

Wickham Square
01329 832074

� Toe nail cuJng, including thick and fungal nails
� Corn removal and hard skin reducHon 
� DiabeHc assessments; onward referral if required
� Gait and lower limb funcHonal analysis
� OrthoHc prescripHon including custom made orthoses
� Nail surgery for ingrowing or problem thick nails
� Verruca treatments including needling 
� PrescripHon medicaHons
� Over 1000 hours pre registraHon training
� Ex NHS, trained in London

Katrina Corby BSc (hons) - Podiatric Medicine
Podiatrist              Enhanced CRB disclosure         Insured

Planning - Building Regulation
Architecutural Services

If you’re planning on an extension, loft conversion or
any alteration to your home it’s always best to

get professsional advice.
Free consultations from a local, fully qualified

Architectural Technician.
Telephone Dean on 07714 058475



LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

M: 07813 720204  T: 01489 878244
www.
info @chasefarmelectrical.co.uk

•

chasefarmelectrical.co.uk

You will receive a clear, concise quota n
We will arrive on , when we say we will

Work will be carried out to the highest standard

VICTORY CARPETS
Also Incorporating

FAREHAM CARPET CENTRE

 

Our services include:
Re-upholstery, 
Bespoke Sofas, 

Chairs and Stools 
Headboards, 

Window Seats, 
Loose Covers 

Roman Blinds and Curtains 

A personal service guaranteed 

Tel. 01489 799177 
Mobile  07908 730781 

Email: ospreyfurnishings@yahoo.co.uk  

FURNISHINGS LTD 

Established 
over 30 years 

FOR ALL YOUR TAXI REQUIREMENTS

01489 893333 • 01329 834834

GAMBLINS

TAXI
PRIVATE HIRE

AIRPORT SERVICES TO HEATHROW & GATWICK

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE 4 - 6 SEATERS

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS
& TAXATION ADVISORS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Avalon House, Waltham Business Park,
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton

SO32 2SA
Tel:  01489 896996

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk
-

Full range of accountancy, auditing and taxation services

Business start-up advice

Book-keeping and Payroll Services

Self-Assessment Returns

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes

Visits to your Premises



Wickham Dental Practice

EVENING CLINICS ~  FACIAL AESTHETICS ~  ORTHODONTICS ~  IMPLANTS
FAMILY DENTIST & HYGIENIST ~ DENPLAN PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Knights Chambers, The Square,
Wickham, Hampshire PO17 5JW

Dr Jonathan Hall (BDS) & Dr Elizabeth Judson (BDS)
www.wickhamdental.com tel: 01329 833855

wtfleming@me.com

Plumbing & Heating

William Fleming

Mobile 07775 866690 Free Phone 0800 505 3099
ecneirepxe sraey 13gnitaeH & gnibmulP fo stcepsa llA

Boilers :-  Servicing, Replaced, upgrades Free estimates

egrahc tuo llac oN052£ dehsulF -: gnitaeH lartneC

Gas, LPG, Oil, Log Burners Bathrooms
snehctiKlaicremmoC & citsemoD

Example Below £1699 inc vat with 5 years warranty
Supplied & Fitted, Vaillant Combi + wireless stat + in line scale preventor + magclean + flushed

Home 01329 830379

For more information call
Suzanna on 07817 052327

FAIRLANDS
DAY

NURSERY

Fairlands is a happy and caring
environment with beautiful

spacious grounds.
We offer a fun and varied curriculum
where children learn through play.

15/30 Free hours available for 3-4 year olds.
2 year funding also available

OPEN
7.15am - 6.00pm

PARENTS COMMENTS
“...my little boy loves his nursery

and always looks forward to going”

“...the communication I receive both
personally and via the 

communication book is so fulfilling”

“...exceptional service”

“...the genuine care and love the
teachers show makes her feel

welcome and secure”

Tel:  01329 834848
Web: www.fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

email: admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

9 MONTHS
- 5 YEARS

MONDAYS 5.30pm
Methodist Church, High St.
Shirrell Heath. 

WEDS. 5.30 & 7.30pm
Wickham Community Centre

SATURDAYS  8am  
Village Hall Waltham Chase

The home of Fastbraces, FAST and AFFORDABLE. 
Ask for a free consultation or an ‘e consult’ online.’



Martyn Cox
Painter & Decorator
For all your decorating and
general maintenance works

CMS - Cox Maintenance Services
In association with

www.awesomeglazing.com
Domestic & commercial glazing

37 years’ experience
References available

Top quality – reliable & efficient

For a free quotation please call
07792 168322

martynacox@btinternet.com

Primrose Dog Care
Home Boarding and
Dog Walking

Collett: 07748 393918

Alternative to Dog Kennels
Council Dog Boarding Licence
Fully Insured
Located in Shedfield, Nr Wickham

Mondays 7-8pm Shedfield Equestrian Centre: £4 per session

Ketts House, Winchester Road, Chandler’s Ford, Hants. SO53 2FZ
Tel: 02380 268080     Email: info@dekgraphics.co.uk

Made simple..

www.dekgraphics.co.uk

Nigel Chamberlain & Partners 
Independent Funeral Directors 

The Family Owned Funeral Directors of Bishops Waltham 
Serving the community since 1892 

2019 saw Nigel Chamberlain & Partners 
serving the local communities of Bishops Waltham,

 

Wickham, Botley, Hedge End and the Meon Valley for over 
125 years as an Independent Family Funeral Service.

 

 24 Hour Service 
Advanced Funeral Planning 

Professionally Qualified Staff 
Full Estimate of Cost with No Deposit  

Bob Metcalf MBE, DipFD 
The Gate House, Victoria Road,  

Bishops Waltham, SO32 1DJ 
 
 

01489 892 640 
www.chamberlainfunerals.co.uk  



Victoria Road

Bishop’s Waltham

Hants. SO32 1DJ

Tel: 01489 896734

24 hour emergency cover provided

Open for routine enquiries between 8.00 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. Monday to Friday

and 8.00 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday

SURGERY HOURS (by appointment)

Monday - Friday

Monday - Friday

Saturday

9.00 a.m. - 12 noon

4.00 p.m. - 7.30 p.m.

9.00 a.m. - 12 noon

SHIELD
Veterinary Centre

SHEDFIELD READING ROOM

www.shedfieldrr.org.uk

Traditional, well maintained Village Hall
with large kitchen and stage available for hire,

including Children’s Parties for under 12’s.

Contact: onCaroline Ford 01329 832107
Contact: onTrish Godfrey 01329 832319

Waltham Chase Village Hall

Contact: Christine Cunningham
on 07940704676

or e-mail walthamchasevillagehall@gmail.com

or visit www.walthamchasevillagehall.org.uk

Facilities for All Occasions
Skittles and Café Area,

Refurbished Meeting Room

Jon Bailey Heating Ltd
Heating & Plumbing Engineers

01489
895997

07704
841990

• Gas Safe Registered
• Breakdowns & Servicing
• Gas Safety Checks
• Power flushing/descaling
• Bathrooms designed & installed
• Combi boiler specialist
• 5 year warranties available on new installations
• Free estimates & advice given
• All work guaranteed
• Local tradesmen (Shedfield)

We can update your existing central heating system
to a modern, efficient and energy saving system. For a
free, no obligation survey and advice, please call.

MARSHALL & SON

Purpose made Doors, Windows, Stairs, Kitchens, Furniture etc
Supply only or supply and fit. UPVC and Wood.

Property maintenance, Ext conversions, Decking,
Conservatories etc. Serving your area for over 30 years.

Phone Richard on
or (mobile)

01329 285307
07768 312414

Carpentry and Building Services

AND ALTERATIONS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BRICKWORK, ELECTRICAL
WOODWORK, LANDSCAPING, GROUNDWORK

PLASTERING & RENDERING

JOHN
WILLIS

Call: 01329 835547 • 07711 661878

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY’S NEEDS

Chris Denny:  07833 445557



ESTATE AGENTS & LETTING AGENTS

The Square, Wickham, Hampshire PO17 5JT Telephone: 01329 834579

•

BYRNE
RUNCIMAN

Ben Runciman Rona Thurston•

Email: info@byrnerunciman.co.uk www.byrnerunciman.co.uk

•

Jenny Mitchell
Hand Painted Ceramics

07710 477906
Original, colourful, hand painted ceramics, scarves, prints, cards and tea towels.

Birthday and Anniversary commissions welcome.
Open Tuesdays and Fridays 10.00am - 4.00pm. Please check my website for details.

Email: info@jennymitchellceramics.co.uk
www.jennymitchellceramics.co.uk

Cherry Co�age, Li���������������Waltham Chase, SO32 2LT

www.risingsunswanmore.co.uk
Phone: 01489 896663

Email: therisingsunswanmore@hotmail.com

The Rising Sun, Hill Pound, Swanmore SO32 2PS
Simon & Caroline Wood

If you are thinking of moving or just need to 
know what’s happening to the value of 
yourhome, please call us for a market 
appraisal, absolutely free and without any 
obligation.

(MOBILE HAIRDRESSING SERVICES)
NEMSMREP

COLOURS WOMEN
CUTS/TRIMS CHILDREN

STYLING

Competitive rates Free consultation

MICHELLE: 07802 578448
NVQ qualified levels 1 2 &3

THE MOWER CLINIC
Repair and Service Facility for all types of:

WALK-MOWERS  ·  CHAIN-SAWS ·  STRIMMERS
HEDGE-TRIMMERS  ·  SHREDDERS  ·  BLO-VACS etc.

Telephone: WICKHAM (01329) 833502

New Service - at your home (minimum of 3 items)
Sharpening of all garden hand tools including
SECATEURS  ·  SHEARS  ·  LOPPERS etc.

N.W. Stubbington Ltd
Builder • Painter & Decorator

Extensions • Roof Repairs • Alterations • Interior Decorating
External Painting • Fireplaces

Insurance Work • Paths • Patios etc.

Telephone: 023 9237 6994 or 07967 002885

M & S LOCKE & SON LTD
PLASTERING & CERAMIC TILING CONTRACTORS

Specialising in: � All aspects of plastering
� All aspects of wall & floor tiling
� Interior stone flooring
� Exterior stone patios
� Full bathroom refurbishments

Family run business with over 30 years experience, we offer a 
reliable, friendly quality service. For a free quotation/advice 
call Dean on Mobile: 07712894119/ Home: 01489 877199                                                                                      

PILATES

PILATES

CORE STRENGTH
FLEXIBILITY • TONING

FLAT STOMACH
IMPROVED POSTURE

JOINT MOBILITY
REDUCED STRESS

Carrie Mandley RGN
Pilates Instructor

07854 413352



Avalon Decorating
Commercial & Residential
Interior and Exterior

Painting - Paperhanging - Coving
Tiling - Small Carpentry Work

For a free quote ring

01329 834890 or 07886 114628
6 Hall Court, Shedfield, SO32 2HL

Mislingford Road, Swanmore,

01962 734029 07721 458067or

• Professional & comprehensive service

• Stringent dust control methods observed

• No mess guarantee

• Bird guards & weather cowls fitted

• Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced

• Flue inspection and airflow testing

• Calls taken seven days a week

Doors/Windows/Fascias (UPVC & Wood), Kitchens, Bedroom Units
Roofing, Guttering, General Building, Painting & Decorating

Telephone: 01489 894671

P. A. Cooper

Building, Carpentry

& Joinery Specialist

Email: p.a.cooper@hotmail.co.uk

Pest OFF“ ”
P E S T    C O N T R O L

Telephone: • Mobile:01329 832159 07962 872063

BPCA qualified Insured

Prompt & Discreet Service

WE ALSO INSTALL, REPAIR AND SERVICE

OIL, LPG AND NATURAL GAS BOILERS

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEAT ING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD.  Wynot  Heath Road  Soberton  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ



Ben Tibbetts
Electrical Ltd

01489 278792
07828 403185
bte.enquiries@gmail.com

Your local electrician
No job too small

All work fully certified

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial

Lead Work ● Tiling ● Shingling ● Slating
High Performance Torch on Felt Systems

Single Ply Membranes ● New Builds ● Repairs

Tel: 01489 788577   Mob: 07540 802269
Email: sdsroofing@outlook.com    Web: www.sdsroofingservices.co.uk

All Aspects of
Roofing undertaken

Lead Wor Slating

White Rose Plumbing
From Bathroom suites to blocked drains to tap washers.
Contact Russell Beaumont

T:01489 893419  M:07843 586366
whiteroseplumb@googlemail.com

Westlands Farm, Pricketts Hill, Shedfield, SO32 2JW 

T: 01329 833832 

www.westlandsfarmshop.co.uk 

OPEN 8.00 am - 5.00 pm Mon - Sat, Sun 9.00 am - 4.00pm

AND TEA ROOM 

Tea Room with panoramic views  
Free Range  Pork - Beef - Lamb  

Bacon Gammon - Sausages  
Local Game & Free Range Poultry  

Seasonal Vegetables 
Fresh Bread - Milk - Local Produce 

Strawberries & Raspberries from the 
Farm available May - September  

D O M E S T I C A P P L I A N C E R E P A I R S
ALAN SHAWYER

T: or01489 895165 : 07815 054077M

• Washing Machines •
• Tumble Dryers •
• Dishwashers •

• Cookers & Refrigerators•



Cynthia Tester

Tel: 01329 833784

Blinds and Curtain Track Experts

Email: jo@creative-needlecraft.co.uk

Please contact us for advice and
no obligation quotation

Custom made blinds & curtains • Full fitting service
Curtain Tracks • Poles • Electric • Bay Specialist
Upholstery • Traditional • Antique • Modern
Domestic & commercial contracts undertaken

Vertical • Venetian • Roller • Pleated • Awnings
Canopies • Plantation Shutters • Conservatory Blinds

Silent Gliss • Velux • Keylite • Luxaflex For your Free Estimates, please telephone

R.J. FISHER LTD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

01489 331136 / 07921 508941

INTERIORS - EXTERIORS
AND ALL HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE

W
i

WW
lli

am
s

&
So

n. Horticultural Servi

www.ww williamsgardens.c
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Williams & Son. 
Horticultural Services

Hedging & Fruit tree specialists.

• Beds & Borders • Garden clearance •
• General garden maintenance •  
• Hedge trimming • Fruit tree pruning • 
• Tree & Hedge planting • Tree care •

Luke Williams

No obligation, free estimates
Fully insured

Tel:  07858 829342
Email: mail@williamsgardens.com
Web: www.williamsgardens.com

C A L L  U S  N OW  O N : 0 1 3 2 9  8 3 5 1 0 0 
www.equestrianfencing.com    email: info@equestrianfencing.com   

H I G H  R I D G E  F A R M , H O S P I TA L  RO A D, 
S H I R R E L L  H E AT H , S O U T H A M P T O N , S O 3 2  2 J R 

JOINERY WORKSHOPS SPECIALISING  
IN BESPOKE GATES, FENCING AND 

OAK FRAMED BUILDINGS

Your Local Friendly Stockist of High Quality Fencing, 
Landscaping and Structural Building Timber

ADVERTISING  OFFER
Advertise in this magazine

from £9/month

For more information contact 

Brian Southon on 01329 832286

shed�ieldmagazineadvertising@outlook.com

ryan_fisher84@yahoo.co.uk

  

from the Professionals 

Free up the cash in your property. 

If you are age 55-95 then you could access 
some of the equity/money tied up in 

your property.  

The most popular type of Equity Release 
is a Lifetime Mortgage which allows you 

to keep ownership of your home with a no 
negative equity guarantee leaving no 

debt to your heirs.

Improve your lifestyle, increase income, pay 
for home improvements, pay off debts or 

help your family, it is your choice.  

For fully impartial advice from a Chartered 
Financial Planner with no obligation or fee for 

initial meeting/discussion. 
Call 01329 835439 Mobile 07768 870255 

Or email info@professionalconnection.co.uk
Careful consideration must be taken before securing a mortgage on 

your property. Equity release will reduce the value of your estate.



Telephone 01329 832221

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Pot Plants, Logs & Fuel

Fresh Milk and Bread daily

for

of Wickham
McCarthy’s

Wreath work and Sprays a speciality
Floral tributes from £10 upwards

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Open 7 days a week
Credit/Debit cards accepted in shop or by phone

Plus... a large selection of Pet Foods available

Dec������

01329 237715

• ����sty
Quality
Compe��	e
I� Budget

•
•
•

You are a client, not just a number, from a small company but large enough for all your requirements.

- -
and advice
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Despite being in lockdown the Lions have continued to 

support the local community and still continue with the 

day-to-day business of the Club.  1st June saw a ‘zoom 

lockdown’ version of our annual Presidential handover 

to our incoming President Eddy Barringer.  True to form 

the Lions still managed to celebrate in a zoom meeting.  

The Club would like to thank Andrew Brown for holding 

the reins over what has been a very dif�icult time.

Supporting the local community
With a Home Schooling in full swing families have been 

rushing to stock up on printers to help educate children 

at home.  Meon Valley Lions Club was pleased to help a 

family who didn’t have facility to print at home, with 

school work having to be delivered by a Homestart 

volunteer.  No excuses for late homework now!!

The Foodbanks continue to provide essential supplies 

to many families in the Meon Valley.  The generosity of 

our communities means this help can be delivered 

every week and of course, thanks to the volunteers of 

the Meon Valley Food Bank and the Waltham Chase 

Methodist Food Bank.

https://www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk/donate

https://www.chasemethodist.org/churchlife.html

Future events
Sadly, as with other public events the 2020 Swanmore 

Fete has been cancelled but we’re looking at other fund-

raising events that we might be able to hold once we are 

out of lockdown.  We’ll keep you updated on our 

website but in the meantime please add next year’s 

Swanmore Fete to your diary: Saturday 12th July 2021. 

Bishops Waltham House
The Meon Valley Lions Club had a request from this 

state-run care home with 22 bedrooms, in Free Street, 

Bishops Waltham.  As their gardens were looking a little 

sad, to help brighten up the gardens, we donated  plant-

ers to cheer up residents.

We need help
During the lock down all of the Lunch Clubs we regular-

ly take people to in our minibus have closed.  Also, all of 

the fetes and other fund-raising events we were to 

attend have been cancelled.  But as soon as things can 

be relaxed, we are ready to go!  After the lockdown if 

you are able to help by driving our minibus, or indeed 

would like to join the Club, we’d love to hear from you.  

Please see our website for contact details: 

https://www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk/_con-

tact.html

Photo – MVLC Zoom changeover meeting

Photo - planters

MEON VALLEY LIONS CLUB

COVID PHOTO GALLERY

Covid photogallery Sunset July 20

Covid Photogallery Waterlilies Jul 20



Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Hampshire County Council and other local authorities 

in Hampshire are continuing to follow strictly the 

clinical guidance being issued by Public Health England 

(PHE).  If you, or someone you know, feels unwell with 

possible COVID-19 symptoms: use the online NHS 111 

service or call NHS 111 if you need to speak to someone.  

For more information, go to: www.hants.gov.uk/corona-

virus   For information and advice as well as practical 

support for the frail or vulnerable there is a helpline 

0333 370 4000.

On 14th May 2020 we wrote that data from the Depart-

ment of Health showed the devastatingly sad news that 

the UK death toll from con�irmed Covid-19 cases was 

33,614, a change of 428 on the day before with the 

number of con�irmed cases at 233,151; an increase of 

3,446 on the previous day.  The �igure for con�irmed 

cases at 0900, 14th June is 295,889, an increase of 1,514 

from the previous day and the number of deaths in all 

settings a horrifying 41,698, an increase of 36 on the 

previous day.  For Hampshire, the related �igures are: 

3,373 con�irmed cases in a population of 1,376,316 and 

up to 29th May the number of coronavirus-related 

deaths was 967.  We all share the grief that this brings to 

affected family & friends.  The brighter news is that the 

rate of new cases arising is slowing, as is the death rate.  

For weekend 13/14th June we saw ‘cuddle bubbles’ 

with the easing of lockdown measures and on 15th June, 

tomorrow, further easing of the lockdown occurs with 

more shops opening and being able to go to church for 

private prayer.  When you read this, let us pray that we 

will see the spread being even further contained and 

cases much diminished.  The public health instruction 

remains: STAY ALERT; CONTROL THE VIRUS; SAVE 

LIVES.  The message remains that we should all stay at 

home as much as possible; work from home if you can; 

but go to work if you can’t stay at home subject to all the 

social distancing measures that apply.  And especially if 

you are requested to self-isolate as a result of a ‘Test and 

Trace’ call, please do.  However, note below, the piece on 

‘Test & Trace Scam’.

Do not fall into the trap of a ‘Test and Trace’ scam – 
Hampshire Trading Standards warns residents
HCC’s Trading Standards team is urging residents to be 

extra vigilant of a scam known to be in circulating in the 

county purporting to be the NHS Coronavirus Test and 

Trace service.  The Leader of HCC, Councillor Keith 

Mans, said: “Many of us are relying more on technology 

to communicate and interact with friends, family and 

colleagues during the Coronavirus pandemic.  Fraud-

sters know this, and they are turning to online scams to 

prey on those who may be unaware and vulnerable.  Our 

Trading Standards Of�icers are alert to a scam on Face-

book pretending to be the NHS Test and Trace Service.” 

The scam involves: a phone call claiming to be from the 

NHS Test and Trace Service informing the householder 

that they have been in contact with somebody who has 

tested positive for Coronavirus; they need to self-isolate 

and take a test.  The caller refuses to disclose who the 

householder has been in contact with but asks them to 

con�irm their address so a testing kit can be sent to 

them.  The caller then asks for payment card details to 

cover cost of the testing kit.  The NHS Test and Trace 

service is free and will not ask for bank details or 

payments or ask for details of any other accounts, such 

as social media, ask you to set up a password or PIN 

number over the phone ask you to call a premium rate 

number, such as those starting 09 or 087.  Councillor 

Mans continued: “We are determined to do everything 

we can to protect Hampshire residents not from just 

this scam, but all scams.  Please make your friends, 

family members and neighbours aware, as being 

forewarned can often mean you are forearmed.”  For 

further advice or to report an issue to Hampshire 

County Council Trading Standards Service please phone 

our partners at the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 

on 0808 2231133.  If assistance is required outside of 

these hours, phone Hampshire Police on their non-ur-

gent number 101 or dial 999 if you feel threatened or 

intimidated.  Also Citizens Advice has launched advice 

on Coronavirus scams, including a scam checker.

Household Waste Recycling Centres are now open
All sites are now open between the hours of 10am to 

6pm – please observe social distancing measures.   A 

new pre-booking system for residents to access House-

hold Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) to manage 

demand and reduce queuing traf�ic starts 15 June.  

Please do check if the company you are using to dispose 

of your excess rubbish is a licensed waste collector - 

check on the Environment Agency's website or call 

08708 506 506.  Lockdown has led to a higher than 

expected increase in environmental issues - call the 

WCC Environmental Health Team on 01962 848097 if 

you see anything suspicious.

Contacts:  

Roger Huxstep, 
01329 833884 or 07736 496184 or 

roger.huxstep@hants.gov.uk  

Linda Gemmell, 
01489 895023 or lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk. 

Frank Pearson, 
01489 892822 or fpearson@winchester.gov.uk.  

Vicki Weston, 
01329 835161 or vweston@winchester.gov.uk.   

Please phone or e-mail for the time and location of the 

next surgery.
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Today it is Day 82 of lockdown which means by the time 

you read this we will have passed the 100 mark. Will it 

be celebrated? I am classi�ied as extremely vulnerable, 

but my specialist consultant has said that going for 

walks would be ok. I have stretched this to two rounds 

of golf and survived. 

We have all continued to pick up problems and issues 

and tried to get resolution where possible. One area all 

councillors �ind dif�icult is getting enforcement action 

but hopefully recently agreed new procedures will help 

us and parish councillors get more done. There are 

currently several cases in Shed�ield where action is 

overdue.

The pandemic has restricted much of the work that 

Winchester City Council wanted to do but it has also 

given rise to opportunities. Many of these relate to 

fewer car journeys and making more space available to 

pedestrians and cyclists.

Our overriding policy of reacting to the climate emer-

gency is going well and here are some of the actions:

A comprehensive Carbon Neutrality Reduction Plan. 

Green electricity supplied for city council’s operational 

buildings - which will going forward reduce the coun-

cil’s carbon emissions by almost a �ifth (19 per cent) 

annually – equating to a reduction of around 770 tonnes 

of CO2 saved.

A plan to install 32 electric charge points across the 

district including ‘fast’ chargers.

Park & Ride expansion at east Winchester Bar End later 

this year.

Solar panels installed at Winchester Sport and Leisure 

Centre and at the city council’s depot in Winnall.  

500+ trees planted in 2019-20 including community 

planting events.

Developing a Biodiversity Action Plan including the 

creation of new wild�lower areas.

A Climate Emergency conference planned for later this 

year – to mobilize people together across the district - 

including a Schools Climate Parliament to engage young 

people.

Introduction of a new household glass recycling service 

from September 2019

Changes to parking and access to our towns and villages 

to improve air quality

We are always pleased to hear from you

Roger Bentote

Vivian Achwal 
vachwal@winchester.gov.uk   07954133386 

Roger Bentote 
rbentote@winchester.gov.uk 07713736064

Jonathan Fern 
jfern@winchester.gov.uk 07976432981

REPORT TO SHEDFIELD RESIDENTS JUNE 2020 
BY WINCHESTER CITY COUNCILLORS

We feel in these dif�icult times music is more impor-

tant than ever and are therefore hoping to run a 

reduced version of the festival in September to comply 

with whatever of�icial guidelines will be in force.

Depending on relevant changes to the Covid-19 regu-

lations, to allow venues to reopen and host safely-con-

trolled gatherings, the festival will take place as 

planned from Friday 11th September to Sunday 13th. 

All concerts will be performed by members of the 

Primrose Piano Quartet in various combinations that 

feature our popular mix of favourite chamber music: 

from piano quartets to string trios, piano trios, duo 

sonatas and solos.

Full programme details will be available shortly on the 

website (www.westmeonmusic.co.uk)  but may be 

subject to alteration as of�icial guidelines change, 

possibly allowing greater �lexibility. Due to the uncer-

tainty of the situation we have decided not to involve 

any of our guest performers this year and will instead 

move our planned tenth anniversary programme to 

2021 when we will be joined by Michael Collins (clari-

net), Stephen Stirling (horn), maxim Calder (cell), 

Roman Kosyakov (piano), Laura Snowden (guitar) and 

several others. 

We very much hope to see as many of our friends and 

followers as we can safely accommodate this year, and 

we look forward to celebrating our tenth anniversary 

in style at next year's festival: September 9-12, 2021.

West Meon Music Festival is a registered charity no. 1185082.

WEST MEON MUSIC FESTIVAL 2020



Early purple orchid
As its name suggests, the early purple orchid is one of 

the �irst of our native orchids to bloom, strong enough 

to grow in the light shade of woodland or out in the 

open grassland of a road verge. Even when not in 

�lower, it is identi�iable by its glossy green leaves with 

dark purple blotches. It remains relatively common 

but has declined in recent decades due to urban devel-

opment and modern farming methods. When the �low-

ers �irst open, they have a sweet scent like honey, but 

once pollinated the �lowers smell like the urine of a 

tomcat! It is thought this may be to warn insects that 

the �lower is no longer worth pollinating.

Green-winged orchid
Similar in appearance to the early purple orchid, the 

green-winged orchid can be distinguished by its 

narrow, unspotted leaves and the distinctive veined 

hoods that sit above its �lower, which give it its name. 

Until the advent of modern farming this orchid was 

one of the most widespread and common grassland 

species. Intolerant of arti�icial fertilisers and herbi-

cides, it has disappeared from half of its historical 

range and is now mostly con�ined to nature reserves.

Pyramidal orchid

The pyramidal orchid is the county �lower of the Isle of 

Wight. This orchid is easy to identify from the bright 

pink, pyramid-shaped cluster of �lowers on top of the 

stem. Botanists did not appreciate the close relation-

ship between pyramidal and green-winged orchids 

until scientists unravelled the plants’ DNA. The associ-

ation is surprising as there is very little in common 

about the appearance of their �lowers. The pyramidal 

orchid, which �lowers between June and August, sports 

a long spur containing nectar to entice moths to drink. 

Bee Orchid
The bee orchid is a master of mimicry and has evolved 

to look like its main pollinator – the longhorn bee. 

Bizarrely, this bee is rarely found in the UK so the bee 

orchids found here appear to be self-pollinated – the 

plant’s male pollen sacs drop onto the female stigma 

allowing self-pollination to take place. Its windborne 

seeds germinate freely allowing rapid colonisation of 

small patches of bare ground. This ability means that 

short-lived populations turn up in unlikely places such 

as on the edge of car parks. The bee orchid is, however, 

at its best in parched sunny habitats and can be abun-

dant where the ground has been disturbed.

When admiring orchids, please remember the imma-

ture plants that may surround the �lowering spike. 

Avoid trampling future �lowers by keeping to the paths 

and thoroughly checking where you put your feet.

STARS IN THE GRASS.
Exotic and striking in appearance, orchids can be found 

in a diverse range of habitats – between now and 

September is the perfect time to see them in full colour.  

Green-winged orchid © Lianne de Mello

Pyramidal Orchid, ©Mark Heighes.

Bee Orchid, ©Danny Dubois



Meon Valley Office 
Wickham Centre, Mill Lane  
Wickham, PO17 5AL
Opening hours: 9am-1.30pm Mon-Thurs 
E Meon.valley@hshants.org.uk 
W www.home-starthampshire.org.uk 
T 01329 835936 

Join our Community Team 

At the heart of Home-Start Hampshire are our volunteers and we currently have an exciting opportunity available as 
Chair of the Meon Valley Community Team. Our community teams help make it possible for the work we do to 
continue, forming an integral part of our volunteer network. They work in the local community to increase 
awareness of Home-Start Hampshire, making sure that people that need help know how to access it and building 
relationships with individuals, groups and businesses locally, encouraging them to support us in a variety of ways.  

As chair you will take responsibility for leading a team of like-minded individuals, all sharing the common goal of 
supporting Home-Start Hampshire. Community team projects include, but are not limited to: 

� event planning 
� fundraising  
� relationship building and networking 
� identifying and applying for local funding opportunities 
� community engagement and awareness 

To take on the role of chair you will need to be able to build strong relationships, communicate effectively, and 
organise and delegate tasks and responsibilities. But, perhaps most importantly, you will understand and care about 
the work of Home-Start Hampshire and the families we support. 

Key responsibilities include: 

� coordinating the community team, including local ambassadors 
� working closely with the Meon Valley Family Support team to understand what’s happening in the local area, 

where support is required and current goals 
� working with other community teams across Home-Start Hampshire, sharing knowledge and coordinating 

efforts where appropriate 

This is an exciting opportunity to join a well-established team and support them as they continue to go from strength 
to strength. 

Why volunteer? As well as positively changing the lives of others, volunteering has a huge impact on the person 
giving their time: 

� better health and well-being
� improved personal and skills development 
� improved chances for work 
� and more self-confidence 

Volunteering is a great thing to do if you’re preparing to return to work or to progress your career. Or simply if you 
just want to do something amazing with your spare time. DBS clearance will be required. If you are interested in 
finding out more about this position, or any volunteering opportunities with Home-Start Hampshire please email 
amy.williams@hshants.org.uk



So, when the Lady’s Maid fell into my hands, I took one 

look at its pious cover and shuddered. No doubt, this 

novel would be a historical drama aka Downton Abbey 

with domestic servants, tugging forelocks, 

opened-mouthed at the beauty of their mistress’s dress, 

house, furniture, husband etc. Scenario one:  A ghastly 

Victorian morality (I’m a good girl, I am with a mock cock-

ney accent – apologies Eliza Doolittle) and a pregnancy 

out of wedlock that would be the very worst thing that 

could happen to a sweet maid. Or, scenario two: (Dear 

reader forgive me, I am still getting over the Barbara 

Cartland experience last month) a poor domestic is trans-

formed, like Cinderella, into a princess by marrying a 

handsome prince in the form of the rich son of the house.

Well, how wrong I was – I was gripped from the very �irst 

sentences…

‘Wilson sat up very straight. This was the �irst letter she 

had ever written in her life and she wished it to be correct 

in every particular.’

From here the reader is led through a complex, ambigu-

ous account of Wilson’s life with her mistress, the poet 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, where both women exploit 

and compromise their relationship. This is strange 

partnership that nevertheless is only broken by the poet’s 

death nearly twenty years later.

At the start of the novel, Wilson wishes to marry. Eliza-

beth Barrett tells her that marriage is servitude, yet 

elopes with the writer Robert Browning, taking Wilson 

with her. Later the tables are turned. Wilson confesses to 

the Brownings that she was pregnant before she married 

her husband Ferdinando, footman to the household. The 

scenes when Wilson was turned out to have a baby alone 

in England, while Ferdinando is ‘kept on’ are truly 

harrowing. It generates a sense of complete outrage.  On 

Wilson’s, eventual return to service, she has had to leave 

her child behind to look after the Browning’s only son.

Yet Forster is too clever a writer to allow us to make an 

easy judgement against the Brownings. Wilson is also 

guilty of exploiting her sister’s childlessness and her own 

servants when she is able to do so. We are told Wilson 

condemns a girl who is taking too long to wash the �loors 

of her boarding house. Forster shows us that this entails 

drawing water out of a well during the �ierce heat of an 

Italian summer and then carrying the heavy bucket up 

�lights of stairs. 

Forster’s detailed grasp of domestic life is illuminating. An 

account of a terrifying return journey in winter from 

England to Italy is masterful. And while not one carriage 

was overturned in a blizzard (Barbara Cartland please 

note); due to her husband’s utter incompetence in plan-

ning the stages and inns, Elizabeth Barrett Browning was 

fortunate to survive the experience.  Meanwhile, the black 

edged envelopes that announce death are not, as I always 

assumed, a stuffy nineteenth century convention, but a 

warning that the letter’s contents is bad news. Sit down, 

these envelopes warn kindly, get tea, fetch a friend, 

prepare yourself; a notice that this reader has been grate-

ful for at times.

At the end of ‘The Lady’s’ Maid’, Wilson still questions 

whether the relationship she had with the Brownings was 

friendship, love or life given over to service that generates 

a debt the Brownings can never hope to repay.

In the days of #METOO which can cast women into the 

role of victim – it is easy to forget how much women 

depend on each other to make their lives easier. But 

where does dependence end and exploitation start? Eliza-

beth Barret-Browning described looking after her own 

child as ‘slavery’. Does paying a salary compensate some-

one suf�iciently for the sacri�ice of giving up family and 

children to look after other people’s?

During the lockdown, it has been discovered that that the 

most important people today are our caregivers, our shop 

workers and our delivery teams. Yet they remain the most 

vulnerable and underpaid section of workers in our socie-

ty. The questions explored by Wilson draw uncomfortable 

parallels for our times.

The Lady’s Maid remains one of the most deeply humane, 

profoundly moving and thought-provoking books I have 

read for some time. 

I thank the library tribe for preserving this book - one to 

keep!

Sarah Keen

Enchanted England.

The lockdown continues and so does the clearing out of bookshelves in Shirrell 

Heath. They are mysterious things aren’t they books? Firstly – how did we end 

up with so many of them. We can’t possibly have bought them all surely?  Are 

they breeding high up in the dark recesses of bookcases? Is there a random 

library tribe that has colonised and taken over all the corners of the house? 

Lady’s Maid
Margaret Forster
Review by Sarah Keen
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