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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church at Home  

Sunday 31st May, 2020 

                                                
 

‘The Birthday of the Church’ and Thy Kingdom Come 2020  

Welcome! 
Coming at the end of May, Pentecost – Whit Sunday – is traditionally known as the 

birthday of the Church.  It’s the day on which Christians believe that God gave the 

Holy Spirit to his disciples and sent them out to proclaim the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Whitsunday is a peculiarly English title for the day.  Meaning ‘White Sunday’, the 

name comes from the custom of using the festival for christenings when candidates 

would wear white clothes as a symbol of purity.  For centuries, Whitsuntide has been 

a holiday, in recent times becoming the Spring bank holiday weekend.  Pentecost is 

the day’s older name, and means ‘fifty’ – reminding us that the festival comes fifty 

days after the Jewish Passover.   

 

Pentecost has a variety of symbols associated with it.  Fire represents the tongues of 

flame that touched those first disciples as the Holy Spirit came upon them and also 

brings to mind the rapid spread of the gospel, like wildfire.  The Holy Spirit is also a 

wind, a breath, a dove and in today’s reading from John 7, water – a flowing stream 

that fills the lives of believers…the living water that wells up to everlasting life not 

only for us but for everyone with whom we share it. 

Someone once said to me that if Pentecost happened nowadays the Church would 
write a risk assessment and complain about the draught!  But when we read the 
Pentecost story in Acts 2 or join in the national Thy Kingdom Come wave of prayer, 
it’s impossible not to share in the energy and excitement of those first disciples, 
whatever our age or where we’ve reached on our faith journey.  Pentecost is the 
culmination of the great Easter mystery and the beginning of the next great 
adventure too – the life of the Church.  
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The coronavirus crisis has made it necessary for the Church of England to suspend all public 

acts of worship.  The ministry team has created this short act of worship for you to use at 

home, in the anticipation that it will help you to spend a few moments quietly with God and 

encourage us all to know that we are sharing this service with each other. Perhaps you could 

find a quiet and comfortable place in which to worship, and light a candle as a focus for 

prayer and reflection?   

 

Call to worship 

The Lord is here! 

His Spirit is with us. 

Alleluia! 

 

Almighty God,  

help me to be open to your Spirit, 

to hear your word, 

proclaim your glory, 

and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Focus my mind on your presence.  

Remind me that although we are apart,  

we are joined together in worship in our homes.  

May your name be glorified in this time together,  

in words, in music, in sound, in silence.   

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Be still, for the presence of the Lord 
Read/pray the words or join in here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-zhHfDA 

 

 

1 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

 Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 

 In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground. 

 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

  

2 Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

 he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 

 How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 

 Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-zhHfDA
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3 Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

 he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 

 No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him. 

 Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
 Words and tune: D Evans (b. 1957)  
 

We pray together 
This is the day when the Church celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit – a day of 

praise and prayer.  Imagine what it would have been like to have been one of those 

disciples gathered together in Jerusalem waiting and praying for the moment that 

Jesus has promised – the time when he will be with us, always. (Take a few moments 

to imagine waiting and praying, praying and waiting, in one place together…) 

 

Lord, just like those first disciples we wait and we pray, each of us just as we 

are, with our hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows.  
(Take a few moments to reflect on how you’re feeling this morning…)  

Lord, at the moment my faith is so easily overwhelmed by doubts and fears. 
(Take a few moments to own those feelings in God’s presence…) 

Lord, be with me. 

 

Lord, on this day of Pentecost, we pray that the Spirit may move in our own 

times and in our own lives.   

 

Sometimes we forget about God’s Holy Spirit at work in our world. 

Sometimes we forget to listen to God or to one another. 

Sometimes we’re too lazy to understand and care for our world. 

In the stillness let’s come before God and ask his forgiveness. 
 

Lord, we admit that sometimes we neglect the needs of the world. 
(Take a few moments to name global and local issues you have chosen to ignore…) 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, we admit that sometimes we do nothing when we should take action to 

live out your love by caring for others around the world and closer to home. 
(Take a few moments to focus on a news item you have seen or heard this week.  In what 

kind of ways might you engage with that situation or crisis?) 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

Christ, have mercy. 
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Lord, we admit we forget to listen for your word. 
(Take a few moments to remember times when you chose to ignore God’s voice…) 

Fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May God, the Spirit of truth and love, 

forgive us our sins and draw us close –  

so that, transformed and made new 

together we may praise you now and always, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Today’s Collect  

Holy Spirit of God, 

set our hearts on fire with love, 

give us courage and faith  

to be your people, 

build your Church 

and change your world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Readings for Pentecost 
(1) Acts 2.1–21 
2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 

them speaking in the native language of each.  

7Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’  
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12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 
13But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 

Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy.  
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

(2) John 7.37–39 
37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he 
cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in 
me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.” ’ 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to 
receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

Time to reflect – with the Revd Jane Isaac, incumbent of the United Benefice of St John 

the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 
Read Jane’s reflection here, or see it at https://youtu.be/I6XYK3Dk6Jo 

 

I’m sure that you, like me, can remember a school assembly that still speaks to you 
today across the years.  An assembly from probably 45 years or so ago has been very 
much in my thoughts this week because it seems to me to say something to us about 
the situation in which we find ourselves at the moment and about Pentecost too. 
 
The teacher put on the table in front of him a pint glass filled with golf balls!  Then he 
picked up a handful or two of small pebbles and added them as well.  Whilst they 
were filling up the spaces between the golf balls he asked us, ‘Is the glass full?’ 
   

https://youtu.be/I6XYK3Dk6Jo
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Most of us said that we thought it was, at which he added a jugful of sand – and the 
sand trickled slowly down into the apparently already-full glass.  ‘Is the glass full 
now?’ he asked. This time he got a unanimous ‘Yes!’  Then from under the table he 
produced a cup of coffee, which he poured into the glass without any problems at all. 
 
‘Now,’ said the teacher as the laughter died down, ‘I want you to imagine that the 
glass is your life.’  And that’s what I’d like us to imagine this morning, all these years 
later – that the glass is your life, and that the golf balls are the things that really 
matter to you.  That might be your partner, your family, your grandchildren, your 
garden, your hobbies…the things that make you ‘you’, the things that give your life 
energy and purpose. 
 
The pebbles are our responsibilities and the things we can’t ignore, like our job, our 
house, our financial commitments, perhaps our car… and the sand is everything else: 
the ‘small stuff’. That might be the routines and habits we get into at home and in 
church, or the ‘should haves’, ‘ought tos’ or ‘better hads’ that fill up our lives. 
 
As that teacher explained, if you put the sand into the glass first, there’s no room for 
the pebbles or the golf balls.  The same’s true of our lives, because if we spend all our 
time and energy on the small stuff we’ll never have time for the things that are really 
important to us.  One of the blessings in amongst the many burdens of the past 
weeks of lockdown has been the time and attention we’ve been giving to the things 
that are really important to us – playing with our children…taking time to look after 
our health…keeping in touch with our friends…reading that book or watching that 
film that we’d always meant to re-visit or get round to…taking time to be still, to 
reflect, to count our blessings, to pray.  Let’s hope that we’ll be able to go on getting 
our priorities right by treasuring the things that really matter in our own lives, our 
church life and the life of our worshipping community.   
 
And what about the coffee?  Well, there’s always space in our life for a cup of coffee!  
And there’s always space in our life for the Holy Spirit too. 
 

A time of prayer 
God’s Spirit is shaping us into God’s people.  So let us affirm the things in which 
we believe: 
 
We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family 
in heaven and earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
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We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 
Loving God, we pray for the life of the Church. 
Help us to be open to the work of the Holy Spirit, in us and through us.   
Be with our ministry team and encourage them to be bold as they lead us in 
the adventure which is being God’s people. 
Pray for Jane, Juliet, Ruth and Stephen as together with our worshipping communities 
and guided by the Holy Spirit they work to discern the way ahead into a different way 
of ‘being church’. 

Breathe on us, God, with your Holy Spirit. 
 
Loving God, we pray for our world. 
We ask that your Spirit might give strength to those who speak out for justice 
and work for peace. 
Pray especially for those who are without sufficient food, water and health care… 
for those suffering because of the explosion of Covid-19 in Brazil, where those who 
live in favelas are at extreme risk… 
for those countries where crisis piles on top of crisis, especially for communities 
around the Bay of Bengal affected by Super Cyclone Amphan… 
for those tasked with leading the nations of the world, that they will reach out to 
help. 

Challenge us, God, with your Holy Spirit. 
 
Loving God, we pray for our families and our communities. 
We bring you our happiness that restrictions around our being together again 
are gradually easing, asking for patience and forbearance as the way ahead 
slowly emerges. 
Pray that we might listen well to each other and learn more about love in our lives… 
for our schools – children, staff and governors – as they adapt to a ‘new normal’… 
for those on whom we depend – medical teams, researchers and scientists, support 
services and those returning to work… 
for those who are struggling with pain, physical and mental… 
for those who are frightened and alone… 

Teach us, God, by your Holy Spirit. 
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Loving God, we pray for ourselves. 
Give us the confidence to share the good news of your love with those around 
us.  Fill us with your Spirit, so that we may grow more and more in the 
knowledge of your love. 
Pray that we might make space for the Spirit in our lives… 
for reassurance that God loves each of us as one of his own children… 
for Thy Kingdom Come, that the life of the Church has been reinvigorated and for 
those who are finding their way to faith through this initiative… 

Encourage us, God, through your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
A prayer for the 10 days of Thy Kingdom Come, Ascension to Pentecost  
(see Revd Ruth’s Thy Kingdom Come services on the website, along with links to the 
nationally-available TKC resources) 

Almighty God, 
your ascended Son has sent us into the world 
to preach the good news of your kingdom. 
Inspire us with your Spirit 
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, 
that all who hear your word 
may be drawn to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Loving God, 
may we know your presence every day 
as we live out your message of love and hope  
in our homes and our lives. 
Amen. 



9 
 

Hymn: Thy kingdom come 
Read/pray the words or join in here:  

version 1, with traditional organ accompaniment – 4 verses: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9FJzOEhoYw  

or 

version 2, specially produced for Thy Kingdom Come 2020 – 5 verses: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/thy-kingdom-come-hymn-2020  
 

1 Thy kingdom come.  Lord, teach us how to pray 

 for all to know your joy, your peace and love, 

 and know your friendship each and every day. 

 The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove. 

 

2 Thy kingdom come.  Christ’s prayer to make us one 

 that all may know the Father sent the Son. 

 To celebrate the victory he has won, 

 in love and grace, we pray ‘Thy kingdom come.’ 

  

3 Thy kingdom come.  We pray for those we know 

 to turn and follow you for all their days, 

 and in your love find peace and service grow, 

 our one desire and hope, your highest praise! 

 

4 Thy kingdom come. Transform our human ways; 

 our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care. 

 Nations renewed in giving, thanks and praise; 

 to see God’s kingdom come, this is our prayer. 

 

Version 2 continues with verse 5… 

 

5 Thy kingdom come!  We praise your holy name. 

 Your sacrifice and rising set us free, 

 that by our words and lives we may proclaim, 

 by Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory! 
 Words: TKC 2020  Tune: WOODLANDS  
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9FJzOEhoYw
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/thy-kingdom-come-hymn-2020
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A blessing  

Spirit of God, 
come among us, 
move among us, 
work amongst us. 
Come as fire, refining and cleansing. 
Come as the wind, blowing the cobwebs from our lives. 
Come as a dove, enfolding us in your peace. 
Come as living water, refreshing and reviving us. 
And may the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with us today and always.  
Amen. 
 
Filled with God’s Spirit  

we walk in his light, 

rejoice in his love 

and reflect his glory. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

 

Enjoy now or later – The Rhythm of Life sung by the choir of Lindley Junior 

School choir, Huddersfield: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEo1yeqfBbg  

 

 
Note: This service draws on material from Sandra Millar, Festivals Together (SPCK, 2012); Thy 

Kingdom Come (https://www.thykingdomcome.global/, accessed 28 May 2020); Journeying with 

John: Hearing the Voice of John’s Gospel in Years A, B and C (SPCK 2014); and Postscript 

(www.rootsontheweb.com, accessed 28 May 2020). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEo1yeqfBbg
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
http://www.rootsontheweb.com/

