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The United Benefice of 

St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

An Order for Night Prayer (Compline) 

in Holy Week 2020 
 

 
 
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from the Latin word ‘completorium’; 

meaning completion. It is a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the 

day.  

Night Prayer (Compline) is taken from the Church of England’s ‘Common Worship: Daily 

Prayer’ and follows a pattern of prayer will be used by people throughout the world. 

 You may wish to pray this on your own or with someone else at home. As we are 
currently unable to meet in groups you may wish to choose a time when you agree to 
pray with friends in your own homes. 
 

 Although you may be on your own remember that you are praying with others. This is 

why the prayers are written using the plural.  

 

  The leader’s part and congregational responses are left in in case you are using this in 
with other members of your household. If you are praying on your own please use all 
the phrases.  
 

 As is traditional in these daily services, whilst you are reading the psalms you might 

choose to pause for a few seconds at each red diamond (♦). 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Eriiwcix&id=5E12C9638DE80E66BA70FE4F62CBC26B5540F505&thid=OIP.EriiwcixuZX4yJPAkW5cnAHaMk&mediaurl=http://www.manotick.org/stjames/graphics/images/Clipart/anglicanbreviary_compline.jpg&exph=270&expw=159&q=Anglican+Compline&simid=608021174933389589&selectedIndex=25
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Preparation 
The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night  
and a perfect end. 

All Amen. 
 
 Our help is in the name of the Lord 

All who made heaven and earth. 

 

A period of silence for reflection 

 

All Most merciful God, 

 we confess to you, 

 before the whole company of heaven and one another 

 that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

 and in what we have failed to do. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

 heal us by your Spirit 

 and raise us to new life in Christ. 

Amen. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

All     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning is now  

 and shall be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 
You may wish to sing or say this reflectively or you could listen to it at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqEie9rC-WA 

 
Before the ending of the day,  

Creator of the world, we pray  

that you, with steadfast love, would keep 

your watch around us while we sleep. 

 

From evil dreams defend our sight,  

from fears and terrors of the night;   

tread underfoot our deadly foe  

that we no sinful thought may know. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqEie9rC-WA
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O Father, that we ask be done  

through Jesus Christ, your only Son;  

and Holy Spirit, by whose breath  

our souls are raised to life from death. 

 
The Word of God 
 
Psalm 
Psalm for Palm Sunday to Good Friday 

Psalm 139 1-18 

1     O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;  ♦ 
you know my sitting down and my rising up;  
you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 

2     You mark out my journeys and my resting place  ♦ 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 

3     For there is not a word on my tongue,  ♦ 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

 

4     You encompass me behind and before  ♦ 
and lay your hand upon me. 

 

5     Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,  ♦ 
so high that I cannot attain it. 

  

6     Where can I go then from your spirit?  ♦ 
Or where can I flee from your presence? 

 

7     If I climb up to heaven, you are there;  ♦ 
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

 

8     If I take the wings of the morning  ♦ 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

 

9     Even there your hand shall lead me,  ♦ 
your right hand hold me fast. 

 

10   If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will cover me   ♦ 
and the light around me turn to night,’ 
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11   Even darkness is no darkness with you; the night is as clear as the day;  ♦ 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

 

12   For you yourself created my inmost parts;  ♦ 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 

13  I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  ♦ 
marvellous are your works, my soul knows well. 

 

14   My frame was not hidden from you,  ♦ 
when I was made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 

15   Your eyes beheld my form, as yet unfinished;  ♦ 
already in your book were all my members written, 

 

16   As day by day they were fashioned  ♦ 
when as yet there was none of them. 

 

17   How deep are your counsels to me, O God!  ♦ 
How great is the sum of them! 

 

18   If I count them, they are more in number than the sand,  ♦ 
and at the end, I am still in your presence. 

 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning is now  
 and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Psalm for Holy Saturday 

Psalm 104 1, 21-33 

1     Bless the Lord, O my soul.  ♦ 
O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 

 

21   You appointed the moon to mark the seasons,  ♦ 
and the sun knows the time for its setting. 

 

22  You make darkness that it may be night,  ♦ 
in which all the beasts of the forest creep forth. 
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23   The lions roar for their prey  ♦ 
and seek their food from God. 
 

24   The sun rises and they are gone  ♦ 
to lay themselves down in their dens. 

 

25  People go forth to their work  ♦ 
and to their labour until the evening. 

 

26   O Lord, how manifold are your works!  ♦ 
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

 

27   There is the sea, spread far and wide,  ♦ 
and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great.  

 

28   There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan  ♦ 
which you have made to play in the deep. 

 

29   All of these look to you  ♦ 
to give them their food in due season. 

 

30   When you give it them, they gather it;  ♦ 
you open your hand and they are filled with good. 

 

31   When you hide your face they are troubled;  ♦ 
when you take away their breath,  they die and return again to the dust. 

 

32   When you send forth your spirit, they are created,  ♦ 
and you renew the face of the earth. 

 

33   May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;  ♦ 
may the Lord rejoice in his works; 

  
All Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning is now  
 and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
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Scripture Reading 

 
Reading for Palm Sunday to Good Friday 

Zechariah 12 10 

And I will pour out a spirit of compassion and supplication on the house of 

David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that, when they look on the 

one whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an 

only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.  

 

Reading for Holy Saturday 
Revelation 22 4-5 
The servants of the Lamb shall see the face of God, whose name will be on 
their foreheads.  There shall be no more night: they will not need the light of a 
lamp or the light of the sun, for God will be their light and they will reign for 
ever and ever.                  (Revelation 22.4,5) 
 

Responsory 
 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

All  Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

All I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  

Holy Spirit. 

All  Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

All Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
All    Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  
 

1     Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  ♦ 
your word has been fulfilled. 

 

2     My own eyes have seen the salvation  ♦ 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

 

3     A light to reveal you to the nations  ♦ 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 
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All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
 

All    Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  

 
 

Reflection and Prayers 

 
A reflection for Holy Week by Stephen Campion, authorised lay minister is provided 

here alongside some suggested intercessions. 

Alternatively you may wish to offer your own intercessions and thanksgivings.  

 

A Reflection for Holy Week by Stephen Campion 

This week we walk with Christ as his final journey takes him to Jerusalem. It is a walk 

he knows will lead to His death by crucifixion on the cross. It is a week that will end in 

his agony, and unbelievable pain for his mother Mary, for those with him and for us 

today. Holy Week - a week that starts with hope yet destined for despair. 

Or does it? It seems to me that without that road to Jerusalem we would not know 

the presence of God, find his forgiveness and share his love. The pain affects all those 

who watch helplessly as injustice overturns humanity. But such is the love of God 

that he turns that pain from darkness into light. Despair may rest with the darkness; 

but Holy Week gives us all the sure and certain hope of the light that dawns from this 

journey to the cross. 

In John's Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples of his own impending death but adds "Do 

not let your hearts be troubled, believe in God and believe also in Me."   

On this Monday of Holy Week our hearts will surely be troubled as we hear again of 

the cruelty that took the life of Christ. We share Christ's pain and wish there could 

have been another way for the scriptures to be fulfilled. For now, we reflect on Our 

Lord and Saviour. As we share his pain we will come closer to him; as he is close to us 

today.  

And then we will find our hearts released from the troubles of this world. There is no 

greater love than a man giving his life for us. Think of that as we share the agony of 

Christ.  
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And a prayer: 

 

Almighty God, you gave your Son to enter the darkness of death so we may find His 

true light. As we walk with Him this week, help us to understand His journey. Be with 

us now as we share His agony and through His painful eyes let them reveal your love 

for us. Let our troubled hearts understand His sacrifice; strengthen our faith that 

whatever pains us will be overcome by your love. Amen. 

 

Intercessions 

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

In this sacred and solemn week when we see again the depth and mystery 

of your redeeming love, 

help us to follow where you go, 

to stop where you stumble, 

to listen when you cry. To hurt as you suffer, 

to bow our heads in sorrow when you die, 

so that when you are raised to life again 

we may share in your endless joy.   Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

You loved the world so much that you sent your Son 

not to condemn the world but that through him the world may be saved. 

 

We who are quicker to judge than to bless 

fall silent at the extravagance of your grace.  

 

As we are confronted again with the depth of human wickedness 

and the greater depth of your divine compassion, 

may we not remain unmoved.  

As Christ’s arms are stretched out and his body lifted up, 

may we confess our part in the sin of the world, 

repent of it, know the reality of your forgiveness, 

and be transformed.     Amen. 

 

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray; 

and in your mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of your only Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.  



9 

 

Monday 

Be present, O merciful God, 

and protect us through the silent hours of this night, 

so that we who are wearied byt the changes and chances of this fleeting world, 

may rest upon your eternal changelessness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Tuesday 

Look down, O God, from your heavenly throne, 

illuminate the darkness of this night with your celestial brightness, 

and from the children of light banish the deeds of darkness; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

Wednesday 

Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, 

drive far from it all snares of the enemy; 

may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace 

and  may your blessing always be upon us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

who said to your apostles, 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; 

look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church 

and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom, 

where you live and reign, now and for ever.  Amen.  

 

Good Friday 

 

Saviour of the World, what have you done to deserve this? 

And what have we done to deserve you? 

Strung up between criminals, 

cursed and spat upon, 

you wait for death, 

and look for us, 

for us whose sin has crucified you. 

 

To the mystery of undeserved suffering, 

You bring the deeper mystery of unmerited love. 
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Forgive us for not knowing what we have done; 

Open our eyes to see what you are doing now, 

As, through wood and nails, 

you transform us through your grace.  Amen.  

 

Lord Jesus Chris, Son of the living God, 

Who at this evening hour lay in the tomb 

and so hallowed the grave to be a bed of hope 

for all who put their trust in you: 

give us such sorrow for our sins, 

which were the cause our your passion, 

that, when our bodies lie in the dust,  

our souls may live with you for ever.  Amen.   

 

Holy Saturday 

Come to visit us, O God, this night, 

so that by your strength we may rise with the new day 

to rejoice in the resurrection of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 
as we stand at the foot of the cross of your Son, 
help us to see and know your love for us, 
so that in humility, love and joy 
we may place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 
 

 Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this 

night; so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting 

world may repose upon your eternal changelessness, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.   

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer may be said 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be your name; 
   thy kingdom come; 
   thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation; 
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom,  

    the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. 
   Amen. 

 
 In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
All for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 
 Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
All so do we look for you, O Christ. 
 
   
 

May God bless us, 
that in us may be found love and humility, 
obedience and thanksgiving, 
discipline, gentleness and peace.  

All Amen.                        
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