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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

Being Church at Home:  

Palm Sunday: 5th April 2020 
The coronavirus crisis has made it necessary for the Church of England to suspend all public 
acts of worship.  The ministry team has created this short act of worship for you to use at 
home, in the anticipation that it will help you to spend a few moments quietly with God and 
encourage us all to know that we are sharing this service with each other. Perhaps you could 
find a quiet and comfortable place in which to worship, and light a candle as a focus for 
prayer and reflection?  You may like to have your Bible by you, or to have easy access to 
your preferred online Bible version.  
 
Call to worship 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Let us make our hearts ready to follow Jesus our King. 
 
Holy and loving God, I come to worship you, remembering that I am a part of 
your Church in this community and that I am not alone.  Help me to worship 
you in spirit and in truth.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: Ride on, ride on in majesty  
Sing/read/pray the words or listen to it here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zo5pfl6z6lA 
 
1    Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry; 
 thy humble beast pursues his road 
 with psalms and scattered garments strewed. 
 
2    Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
 O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
 o’er captive death and conquered sin. 
       
3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 The winged squadrons of the sky 
 look down with sad and wond’ring eyes 
 to see the approaching sacrifice. 
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4    Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 The last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
 the Father, on his sapphire throne, 
 awaits his own appointed Son. 
 
5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
 bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
 then take, O God, thy power, and reign 
     Words: H Milman (1791–1868)  Tune: From Musikalisches Handbuch (1690) 
 
We pray together 
God our Father, we thank you that you sent your Son Jesus to be our King and 
Saviour.  We thank you that he came to his people in triumph, but also in 
humility as their servant King. 
 
As we remember this, we give you thanks and praise. 
(Take a few moments to name the things for which you are thankful...) 
 
As we remember this, we ask your forgiveness for the times we have refused 
to believe in the good news of your Kingdom. 
(Take a few moments to bring those times to mind…) 
 
We ask your forgiveness for times when we have chosen not to hear your 
voice. 
(Take a few moments to remember when you did not listen to God’s prompting…) 
 
We recognise that at times when we have chosen not to walk with Jesus. 
(Take a few moments to name those times…) 
 
‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1.9) 
(Silence…)  
 
May the God of love forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Collect for Palm Sunday 
True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowds as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and to love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 
Amen. 
 
The Gospel reading for today: Matthew 21.1–11  
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them 
immediately.*’ 4This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd* spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11The 
crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 
Time to reflect – with the Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley, assistant curate 
In today’s reading we hear the familiar story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem… being met with 
huge crowds shouting ‘Hosanna’ and welcoming him as the ‘one who came in the name of 
the Lord’.  It must have been quite a scene!  
 
Jesus had spent most of his ministry avoiding public acclaim or publicity.  But on this day he 
embraced it. It was Passover and Jerusalem was packed with pilgrims jostling and 
clamouring around Jesus as he entered the busy city. Personal space would have been a 
luxury: there was certainly no social distancing at this triumphant procession!    
 
On Palm Sunday last year I was part of a triumphant procession at Salisbury Cathedral.  We 
were following the Cathedral choristers and all the robed clergy and attendants, singing ‘All 
glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer King,’ accompanied by trumpets and waving our 
palms as we processed around the Green and then crowded into the cathedral.   
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How different this year feels.  There are no processions. No carrying of palms or following 
the donkey.  No re-telling of the Passion story. Our churches are closed, even for private 
prayer.  Instead we are all sitting at home keeping away from everyone and worrying about 
the impact the coronavirus is having on us and on our communities. It is hard to feel like 
shouting ‘Hosanna!’ 

I wonder how Jesus felt as he rode into Jerusalem and heard the crowds?  On the surface it 
must have felt fantastic.  But Jesus knew that the enthusiasm and hosannas wouldn’t last. 
He had been preparing his disciples for weeks about the real cost of discipleship, but they 
either didn’t hear or didn’t understand.   

Jesus knew that this wasn’t going to be an easy leap from Palm Sunday to the joy of Easter 
Day.  He knew that in between there would be betrayal, desertion, rejection, humiliation 
and pain – leading towards an ignominious and shameful death on the cross.   

So as we sit alone in our homes, fearful of what the future holds and wondering what there 
is to say ‘Hosanna’ about, I would like us to look for all the good that the very unusual 
circumstances of this pandemic is bringing.  

Last Thursday, the children and I stood on our driveway to clap for the NHS.  We live at the 
end of a cul-de-sac and at one minute to eight when we were on our own we did wonder 
why we were there – after all who was going to see or hear us!? Then from most of the 
houses around the close other people came out. At eight o’clock we heard the clapping start 
and the sound echoed around the street. Suddenly it all made sense as we joined with 
people up and down the country to show our appreciation, not just for those working in the 
NHS and social care, but also for all the other key workers, including the bin men and the 
shop assistants, that are selflessly keeping our vital services going.  And that is a reason to 
shout ‘Hosanna!’. 

 
A time for prayer 
Loving God, we pray for your world: 
remembering especially the people of Jerusalem;  
children who do not know what it is to live in peace; 
those working for justice and harmony. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the leaders of the nations and for those in authority under them: 
that nation might learn from nation, sharing research and resources so that 
they may work together through the coronavirus pandemic.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our own country: 
for the National Health Service; for the emergency and support services, 
working together to care for the sick; 



5 
 

for those building temporary hospitals and supporting the manufacture and 
distribution of medical supplies.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our villages: 
for those who are working to provide essential services;  
for those working from home;  
for families learning to manage a new routine; 
for all who are frightened and separated from their family and their friends. 
(Take a few moments to pray for those known to you personally…) 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for ourselves and our loved ones: 
for those bowed down with fear, sickness or grief; 
for God’s care and protection;  
for courage in the face of challenge and change. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
A prayer for those affected by coronavirus: Covid 19 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and strong, 
holy and immortal: have mercy upon us 
in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Song: Make way, make way 
Sing/read/pray the words or listen to it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tK6XuYhL7JI&list=RDtK6XuYhL7JI&start_radio=1 
 

1 Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
 in splendour arrives; 
 fling wide the gates and welcome him  
 into your lives. 
 
 Make way (make way), make way (make way),  
 for the King of kings (for the King of kings)!  
 Make way (make way), make way (make way), 
 and let his kingdom in! 
 
2 He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
 the pris’ners to free; 
 the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
 the blind shall see. 
  
 Make way… 
 
3 And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
 who weep and sigh, 
 with laughter, joy and royal crown 
 he’ll beautify. 
  
 Make way… 
 
4 We call you now to worship him 
 as Lord of all, 
 to have no gods before him, 
 their thrones must fall. 
  
 Make way… 
Words and tune: G Kendrick (b. 1950) 
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A prayer of blessing 
May the love of God be with me and his grace and peace surround me. 
May I bear the burden of my worries and my fears knowing that Jesus bears 
the load with me. 
May the hope of the cross inspire me, so that I may show in my words and in 
my life the wisdom and peace that the Spirit brings to me. 
And in the name of the Father, the Son and the holy Spirit may I remain 
confident in the promise of resurrection hope and new life.  
Amen. 
 
Notes: This service draws on material used in New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing, 
2008); material prepared by The Methodist Church Ministries: Vocations and Worship, April 2020; 
and liturgies created by Sandra Millar, Festivals Together (SPCK, 2012). 


